
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

Happy New Year everyone and welcome back! 
 

We have had a great first week back at school and enjoyed a little sunshine whilst doing a lot of 
our learning outside. Following on from last term’s Forest School training, we had follow-up 

training with a Science theme led by Mrs Hardie on Monday afternoon. You can see examples 
of this below as well as a detailed explanation about the Forest School and Muddy Puddles 

background and ethos.  
 

Apologies for the delay in sending out the Parent Forum minutes from our December meeting. 
The draft minutes are at the stage of being proof-read by the parent reps with the aim of 

sending the final version out to you all next week. 
 

A list of the term’s key meetings and events is being sent out with this newsletter today. Parents 
of Year 6; please note the SATs information meeting next Wednesday evening – 15th January 
at 6:30p.m. Mrs Barrasso will give information out about the tests, the way they are scored as 

well as giving you the opportunity to look at past papers. 
 

Finally, congratulations to Miss Allard who got engaged over Christmas.  Lovely news, I’m sure 
you’ll agree! 

 
Have a good weekend  

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 10th January 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Year 3 with 99.3% 
 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 
Recep, Years 2, 4, 5, 6 1 late     
Year 3    3 lates 

Year 1    4 lates      

Holidays in Term Time 
 

It was disappointing that 11 pupils were absent from school on holiday during the last week of 
last term.  We would like to ask parents and carers not to take children out of school during 

term time for holidays. Whilst we appreciate  that  it  is more  expensive  to  go  away  in  the  
holiday  periods,  ultimately  losing  valuable school time is at the expense of your child’s 
education.  Schools are not able to authorise any requests for children to be taken out of 

school for a holiday during term time. Requests  for  leave  can  only  be  granted  in  
exceptional  circumstances,  and  a  holiday  would  not  be considered exceptional.  Please 

also bear in mind that school staff are also forced to pay higher prices for their holidays and do 
not have the option of taking time off during term time! 

 

If children have more than 15 sessions (half days) of unauthorised absence in the current 
and/or previous term, we will follow our attendance policy and apply to County for a fine to be 

issued to both parents. 
 

Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 



School Dinner next Thursday 23rd January 

Emails to School Office 
 

Please would parents wanting to email the school office, use 
admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk, as this is monitored throughout the day, rather than  

replying to a School Gateway email which is only checked once a day.  Thank you. 

Year 3 Science 
 

This week, Year 3 were tasked with being archaeologists for the afternoon. In our groups we 
were given a tray of sand and some brushes. We had to be very careful to unearth the hidden 
Stone Age artefacts. We discovered animal fur, spears, jewellery and cave paintings. We then 

discussed what all the different artefacts were and how Stone Age people would have used 
them. 

When we came back into class we discovered some Stone Age ‘poo’ on our tables! We had to 
dissect the poo to see if we could work out what Stone Age people ate.  We found lots of 

seeds and discussed how they were omnivores meaning they ate fruits, vegetables and meat. 
  

 

Next Thursday is Posh Dog Day!  Instead of the usual menu, there will be a choice 
of sausage or vegetarian sausage in a roll with mayonnaise, ketchup or pizza 

sauce, baked beans or sweetcorn and tomato and herb potato wedges.   
 

For pudding there will be a choice of ice cream roll, marbled cookie and fresh fruit. 
 

There is no yellow/school packed lunch option.  Children will just need to make 
their choice in the morning in the normal way. 

 



Going for Platinum: 
Forest School/Muddy Puddles/Woodland Trust Platinum Award Update 

 
On Monday afternoon, teachers worked with Mrs Hardie through a review of the school’s 
‘Forest School’ journey and considering ‘biophilia’ (an innate and genetically determined 

affinity of human beings with the natural world). We started off with the theme music from that 
old TV programme ‘Going for Gold’ (couldn’t find a song about going for platinum!) linked to 

our Woodland Trust awards. 
 

The Early Years team had some ‘Muddy Puddles’ training last year which was also shared. 
The Muddy Puddles background and ethos is similar to Forest Schools as recent research 

leads us to realise that it is crucial for children (and adults) to be outside moving and 
connecting with nature to develop muscles, stamina, cognitive skills and, most importantly, to 
aid mental health. There have been many articles about this from a variety of newspapers and 
media e.g. the Telegraph and Guardian, BBC and the last part of Country File Autumn Diaries 

Day 4, which is only available on YouTube - see link below (start from 27 minutes, 26 
seconds): 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=countryfile+autumn+diaries+2019+episode+4+youtub

e&view=detail&mid=EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3&FORM=VIRE 

These days, children are spending more and more time inside in soft play areas rather than 
outside exploring and risk taking in a natural environment (please don’t take this personally). 

Children who write with a stick in mud use more muscles than when they are swiping a device 
(swiping is only good for developing swiping and picking your nose!).   

Apparently, student surgeons nowadays do not have as much strength to stitch up patients as 
their predecessors.  Muddy Puddles advocates going outside for many lessons including 

English and maths and teaches how to adapt these lessons for different weather types. It also 
advocates using natural materials around us and recycling as much as possible.  We had to 

do a nature audit and our school site is so rich in nature.  So…we had a go at naming some of 
the trees on our site (difficult at this time of year) using some wooden discs painted with 

blackboard paint (courtesy of Mrs Ivory), twine and chalk pens. We also used the Woodland 
Trust Tree App (see below) which is being put onto the school iPads so children can carry on 
this great job; it is important that they know the trees around them. Of course, we considered 
the science curriculum in which many year groups study plants, seasons, weather, habitats 

and classification.   
Why not use this app yourself on your next walk! 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also went to look at how we can now use the newly cleared Forest Schools area at the 
side of the field (thanks to our parent governor, Michelle Poole, for organising). Finally, we 

looked at the last criteria for the school to gain the Platinum Award from the Woodland Trust.  
We already have some points towards this for the tree planting and special assembly last 

year. We have to use a viewfinder to create some tree art from a photograph and create a 
nature trail. To practise for this the staff created some ‘winter trees’ inspired art whilst 

listening to Vivaldi’s “Winter” music and thought of some good ideas for a nature trail. We will 
all be creating our artwork this term and finishing the nature trail in the summer term. We will 

keep you informed as we welcome volunteers to come and help with this and try it out! 

We had a Muddy Puddles moving circle time outside and 
tested our tree knowledge by taking turns to name trees 

alphabetically. Then we had a go at a Year 3 Maths warm up 
game for a cold day (running across the playground when a 
true statement is said: e.g. 10 less than 140 is 130 and not 

when a false one is said: e.g. 10 more than 70 is 90 ’) and a 
Reception phonics game using leaves with letters written on 

them for groups of 3 people to create words with. 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=countryfile+autumn+diaries+2019+episode+4+youtube&view=detail&mid=EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=countryfile+autumn+diaries+2019+episode+4+youtube&view=detail&mid=EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3EDB0AA6E76326C05D4D3&FORM=VIRE
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-id-app/


This week’s awards for 

Star Writer go to: 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this week 
go to: 

 
Year 2:  Max E 
Year 1:  Adriana  

Recep:  Alice  

Year 6:  Aishah  
Year 5:  Reuben  
Year 4:  Yana 
Year 3:  Jasmine  
Year 2:  Olivia  
Year 1:  Reagan  
Recep:  Sadie 
 

Year 2 Science  
 
 

Individual House Points 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Children with 25 points   
receive a pencil: 

 

Rachel, Aimee   

A sad chicken update…  
 

Very sadly, May the hen is no longer with us. May had been prone to wandering outside the run 
and around the school field, and unfortunately, during the Christmas holidays, she was met by  

Mr Fox... and taken away. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have now told the children what happened, and explained that sad circumstances like this 
sometimes do occur – this comes with the role of being a pet owner. In Nursery, we have talked 

about how to protect and prevent the other four hens from meeting a similar end.  Matty had 
noticed Mr MacRae had already put up a taller fence; Harry wants us to check on them every day 
(we do this); Artie suggested the hens are only allowed in their run when we are in school to keep 

a watch out – all very sensible ideas. Mrs Beard explained to Nursery children that putting the hens 
away before dusk helps too, as that is when Mr Fox comes looking! 

 

We are glad we had May for so long and that while she was with us she had a happy life. 

On Tuesday, Year 2 came back with 
a splash! 

 

Miss Allard’s umbrella had a hole in it 
and she asked us to help her fix it.  

We tried to use hessian, crepe paper, 
kitchen towel, tin foil, cling film and 

cardboard. 
 

The best material was tin foil and the 
worst was hessian because the water 

went through like a shower.  
 It was super funny! 

 

Max E and Abi 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates of Merit  
 

Nursery Superstar Award for art, creativity and willingness to “have a go”!  Imogen  
 

Demonstrating amazing problem-solving in maths this week: Otti  
 

Putting 100% effort into everything she does and asking questions to aid her learning.  She 

is a fantastic role model to her peers: Mollie-Mae 
 

Always walking and behaving perfectly when moving around the school: Michael  
 

Showing great enthusiasm when starting our new Stone Age topic: Alyssa  
 

Being an excellent learner when working with Miss Roberts: Theo  
 

Being incredibly positive and helpful in the classroom this week: Sorcha  
 

Showing an inquisitive nature in science this week and asking great questions: Jimmy  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Showing amazing perseverance by carrying on with the Daily Mile when everyone  

else was too tired!  Lizzy  
 

Listening to Mr Sinclair’s instructions to improve his control in football: Andrew  
 

Running so fast in the Daily Mile that he is like a blur around the playground!  Amr  
 

Showing great improvement in the Daily Mile: Cameron  
 

Great work in swimming and impressing the teacher so much that he is now close to moving up 

to the next group: Kenny  
 

Demonstrating excellent, precise skills in hockey this week: Ava  
 

Always putting 100% effort into any physical activity and looking for ways to improve: Amelie  

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Showing kindness, respect and perseverance this week; she made necklaces for her  

friends in her own learning time: Eve  
 

Persevering in her English and maths lessons this week ensuring she completes her work in the 

time given: Courtney 
 

Really persevering with his work in science this week and writing non-stop: Henry LH 
 

Showing great perseverance and self-belief when learning body parts in French this week: 

Aaron W 
 

Persevering with trying to produce neat handwriting and earning her pen licence: Summer  
 

Persevering in all lessons, even when the tasks get really difficult! Anna  
 

Showing great perseverance with his writing this year – well done!  Adam K 

 


