
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

We have had a very busy time in school this week. On Wednesday, we had the entire Governing 

Body come in and spend the day with us (see below for details). The children were a credit to you 

and impressed the governors with their exceptional manners, good learning behaviours and high 

quality work and presentation. 

This morning, we were transported back in time to Ancient Egypt by Year 4 who gave us a super 

sharing assembly – lots of information was shared about the River Nile, archaeologists’ discoveries 

and some fantastic singing and dancing – there was even a real mummy! Well done Year 4! 

Have a good weekend  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 7th February 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Reception with 98.8% 
 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Year 1, Year 2, Year 5 1 late 
Year 4    2 lates 
Year 3    3 lates      

Reception, Year 6  4 lates 

From Andy Boxer, Chair of Governors 
 

On Tuesday, my fellow governors and I spent a fascinating and extremely enjoyable day in school as 

part of our monitoring role, undertaking a wide variety of activities.  During our learning walks we had the 

opportunity to visit classrooms across the whole age range and to observe the children working on many 

aspects of the curriculum.  Among other things, we watched the Nursery children enjoying counting with 

gingerbread men, Year 4 tackling the concepts of parallel lines and perpendiculars, and Year 5 children 

painting their own versions of a section of the Bayeux tapestry. 

We were also able to look closely at a selection of the children’s workbooks in English, Maths, Science 

and Topic.  Whilst these reflected the wide range of ability that one would expect to see within any year 

group, it was noticeable how much effort had been put into the presentation of work and improving the 

quality of writing across all subjects.  We were also most impressed by the way in which children sought 

out challenge in order to broaden their individual learning experience. 

Joining the children for lunch was enjoyed by all, and here again we were impressed by the children’s 

good manners and behaviour.  After having lunch, we each carried out surveys of a sample of children 

across Key Stage 1 and 2 so that we could gain an idea of their impressions of playtimes and how these 

might be improved.  Again, the responses we received were universally well-considered and thoughtful. 

Other tasks undertaken by governors during the course of the day included meetings to discuss Maths 

and English; curriculum and subject leadership; safeguarding; provision for children with special needs; 

the use of pupil premium grant funding and its impact on children’s learning; mental health and well-

being, and the school website. 

Throughout the day, we were delighted to observe how keen all the children were, the degree to which 

they focussed on their work, the co-operation they displayed when tackling tasks together and the 

mature manner in which they engaged readily in conversation with us. 

On behalf of the governors, I want to say a very big ‘thank you’ to Miss Roberts and all the children and 

staff for having invited us to share a whole day with them.  We learnt a great deal ourselves and are 

very proud indeed to be able to play our part in the life of this happy and thriving school community. 



Parent Teacher Consultations 
 

Parents’ Evenings are next week on Wednesday 12th and Thursday 13th February.   
 

Please go online to book your appointment if you have not already done so! 
 

https://sandridge.parentseveningsystem.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World Book Day and Dress Up Day – Thursday 5th March  

 
World Book Day is Thursday 5th March.  We will be celebrating by having a dress up day for 
children and staff!  Children are invited to come to school dressed as a character from their 

favourite book.  Please don’t spend money on fancy dress clothes – homemade costumes are 
often the best! 

 
We will also be having a World Book Day themed lunch.  Details of the special menu will 

follow closer to the time. 
 

Our Book Fair will take place on Tuesday 24th March to Friday 27th March.  It will be open 
before school and after school for parents to view and buy books.  Further details will be sent 

out nearer the time. 

Breakfast Club 

We are extending the hours of Breakfast Club.  From Monday 24th February 
(after half-term) Breakfast Club will start at 7.30am.   

 
There will be no price increase, at the moment, so sessions will remain at £3 per child. 

 
 We serve cereal, toast and fruit with a hot or cold drink.  We have a range of toys and games 

for children to play with.  All bookings and payments are made via School Gateway. 

 
 
 

Energykidz After School Club 
 

We use Energykidz as our after school club provider who look after Sandridge School children 
on our school site until 6pm.  See the link below for further information, including cost and how 

to book: 
 

https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/sandridge-school-st-albans/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://sandridge.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/sandridge-school-st-albans/


 Year 6 Trip to Hazard Alley by Aishah 
 

On Friday 31st January, we went to Hazard Alley to learn about safety.   
 

First, we learned about fire safety.  Our guide, Sylvia, told us what to do if we were caught in a 
fire and we had to remember the phrase “get out, stay out, call out”.  She left us in a room and 
soon after she’d gone smoke came under the door!  We did what we were taught and got out.  
Two of the group made a phone call and were told the fire brigade would come to stop the fire.   

 
After that, we went into a building site to learn about the dangers there.  We had to wear a high 
vis jacket and a hard helmet; there were many signs warning us of all the dangers.  Our guide 

taught us “orange square, beware”.  This means anything with an orange square on it is 
dangerous and not suitable for children to handle.  We had to point to all the dangers and do 

everything that was safe.   
 

We watched a clip about keeping safe in a supermarket.  We learnt about peer pressure and 
that you shouldn’t let people pressurise you into stealing. 

 
Next, we looked into a dark alleyway.  There was graffiti on the walls and dead rats, injection 

needles and glass bottles on the floor.  It smelt like gas.  Suddenly, a huge spider fell from the 
wall which frightened most of us!  We watched a clip on going down a dark alleyway and 

learned that if our gut was saying “no”, we should take notice and go a different way, no matter 
how much longer that was. 

 
Our trip was really fun and it was exciting to see a whole city inside a building.  We learned a 

lot about keeping safe in everyday life. 



This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Michael 
Year 1:  Charlie  

Recep:  Alex  

Year 6:  Lulu 
Year 5:  Oliver  
Year 4:  Phoenix 
Year 3:  Alyssa 
 

Tractor Visit for Year 3 and Reception  
 

We were lucky enough to have Mr Burrows come into school with his tractor to speak to us 
about different types of soil, why it is so important and how he uses satellite on his tractor to 

protect the soil. 
 

We then climbed over from our playing field into the next-door field, which he farms, and were 
able to dig in the soil to look at the different layers of soil and see all the worms, which are 

good for the soil. We discovered that the soil in the field is clay soil and it is different colours 
depending on the different levels. 

 
Thank you very much to Mr and Mrs Burrows for coming in and helping us learn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reception were amazed at how big the tractor was – and how big its wheels were compared to 
Mrs Hardie! 

Year 2:  Deni   
Year 1:  Albert  
Recep:  Alice  

Individual Points 
 

 Children with 25 points 
 receive a pencil:      
 

Edward, Leo, Maisha, Olivia T, Sophie M, Aidan, Chloe AP,  
Aaron W, Lois, Noah, Elsie, Ottie, Jack M 
 

Elsbeth 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates of Merit  
 

Slowing down and not racing to finish his work and improving the quality: Joshua  
 

Challenging herself in maths this week and showing great reasoning: Gwennie 
 

Great ideas and work when helping to choreograph a dance for our class assembly: Bella  
 

Great improvement in spellings this term: Lois  
 

Brilliant work in maths with money: Ben  
 

Having such a positive attitude to learning and always doing what is asked of her: Arisha  
 

Showing an amazing attitude to all her work this week and always trying her best: Malak  
 

Nursery Superstar Award for good communication and great discussion at carpet time: 

Imogen S 
 

 

   

Sporting Certificates 
 

Accurately passing in basketball (you were nominated by another class member!): Cassie  
 

Showing an excellent range of attacking and defending skills in hockey: Owen  
 

A successful routine in gymnastics using controlled balances: Scarlet 
 

Having a wonderful attitude to PE and always being willing to try a new skill: Serin 
 

Being such an amazing basketball player: Joel 
 

Persevering to perfect his balancing skills in gym this week: Henry 
 

Fantastic throwing, catching, rolls and jumps in PE this week: Sam 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Persevering with the development of her writing skills: Megan  
 

Showing all of our REPS qualities this week and really impressing me: Evie  
 

Showing great perseverance and determination to deliver his lines in our assembly: Ethan 
 

Showing great self-belief and perseverance in maths when learning how to compare and add 

fractions: Millie  
 

Persevering in maths when she has found the work tricky and never giving up: Elsie-Rose 
 

Persevering in maths lessons this week and not giving up when its been challenging: Olivia L 
 

Showing tremendous perseverance when working with a couple of other children to create, 

adapt and improve a giant “rocket ship”.  Being mature, confident, brave and cheerful too! 

Theo C 

 


