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Children return to school on Thursday 3rd September 2020
‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
It is a strange feeling to view today as the last day of this academic year – it has certainly been a year
that none of us will forget. Over the last 5 months, we have all had to adapt and find new ways of
working as we have sought to navigate ourselves through the unknown.
Who’d have thought you’d become teachers yourselves! Some of you may have enjoyed this role,
others less so. Nevertheless, we thank you for your hard work and support in motivating your children,
keeping them in a routine and embracing all that has been thrown at you over the last term. We have so
enjoyed seeing the home videos, photographs and, more recently, all the work that has been sent in for
feedback.
Mr Robbins has created displays around the school of the home learning that we have received so that
when children return in September they can see it has been celebrated.
Thank you to the staff; for your hard work, especially with regard to home learning, for your commitment
and enthusiasm. It has been the most challenging time in all of our careers and you have kept going,
always smiling and giving everything 100%. You are an amazing team. Thank you.
Thank you to the Governing Body, for your support and hard work, especially during this challenging
period – and for the endless supply of carbohydrates and sugary goods that kept us all going (and
unable to fit into our clothes)!
Thank you to those of you who have volunteered this year; you do a fantastic job and we really
appreciate the commitment you demonstrate each week and the support this provides for the children
you work with. Though we may not be able to have you in next term, as soon as we can, we will!
Most importantly, thank you to the children…for being absolute superstars. I have been astounded (and
often emotional) at the resilience they have shown over the last few months. Those working at home
have continued to apply themselves and produce work to be proud of – and we know this won’t have
been easy at times. Those children who have been in or returned to school this term have dealt
superbly with the social distancing measures in place, the frequent hand-washing and the zoned play
areas. They have taken everything in their stride and just smiled their way through each day.
We are so immensely proud of you and how you have coped with this surreal time.
We cannot wait to have everyone back with us in September. We have missed you!
There will be a few changes e.g staggered drop-off and collection times and the wearing of PE kits.
Given that the government guidance is likely to be revised over the summer, we will send a letter out to
all families in the last week of August detailing everything that will be in place for September. We will
also be putting a video of the school on the website (both inside and outside) so you can watch this with
your child and be reminded of what the school looks like. This will be especially important for children
who will be feeling particularly nervous about returning. We do expect children to be wobbly and anxious
in September – our number one priority will be to support them in their emotional wellbeing and help
them to settle back into school life and feel safe, happy and secure. Without this, they cannot learn.
Lastly, goodbye to our Year 6s. I have said this to you already, but this is not what any of us would have
wanted for you in your last term of primary school. We are sorry you have missed the usual activities,
trips and celebrations; it really is sad. We do plan to invite you back for a ‘proper’ Leavers’ Evening in
September as soon as the guidance allows. Until then, we want to say ‘Good Luck’ at your new schools
and continue being the fabulous young people you are.
That’s it for now. I will be in touch towards the end of the holiday period.
Stay safe, stay well and have a good summer 

Goodbye and good luck to our lovely Year 6s!

Second Hand Uniform
If you have uniform to donate to the school, please text Emma Burrows (PTA Chair) on 07979
504014 to arrange a drop off point.
The PTA will be holding a second hand uniform sale in the school playground, probably w/b
17th August (weather permitting). The exact date and time will be emailed via School Gateway
nearer the time.
Pencil Cases/Stationery – Years 1 to 6
Last September, we introduced school pencil cases/stationery to be purchased by all children
from Years 1 to 6. This has proved successful, with children more likely to have all the correct
items they need. Hopefully, parents have found it an easier and cheaper option too!
This academic year, we would like to avoid having cash in the school office as much as
possible, especially in light of Covid. We would like all payments for stationery to be made
online via School Gateway please. There will be two options per key stage (KS1 have less
stationery requirements than the older children); one for children needing a new pencil case
complete with all stationery including top-ups throughout the academic year, and the other for
children who have most of the items already and just need top-ups throughout the year.
The costs and items are:
KS1
New pencil case & top-ups
Top-ups only

30cm ruler
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Mini stickers (for labelling)

KS2
£8
£4

New pencil case & top-ups
Top-ups only

£12
£6

30cm ruler
Pen
Pen refill
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Highlighter
Mini stickers (for labelling)

You will be able to pay for these on School Gateway before the start of term and children will
be given their stationery on the first day back at school.
Children on benefit related free school meals will be given their stationery from their pupil
premium grant.

Year 2/3 Key Worker Bubble
On Thursday we had a fun day of doing science experiments that we wouldn't always get to do
in school! First we 'grew rainbows' by cutting out a rainbow shape from tissue paper and
colouring in the edges, then we dipped it in water.. and the rainbow grew! Next we made
'blooming flowers' when we folded the paper and put them on water they opened up. We then
made patterns using skittles and poured a variety of liquids on them to see how the colours
merge. We used salt water, warm water, lemonade and sparkling water. In the afternoon we
had to predict how many sugar cubes the water would travel and finally we had lots of fun
playing with a cornflour and water mixture. We discovered that if you poked it really quickly or
kept it moving it was solid but when we stopped it turned to liquid!
'My favourite was the skittles one as I liked the pattern' Joel, Nathaniel and Lois.
'My favourite was the sugar cubes as I was impressed that the water went up all 4 sugar
cubes' Keenan.

A holiday for the Chickens!
Our chickens have gone on holiday to Immy & Otti's farm for the summer! The Early Years
children waved them off this morning. A big thank you to the Burrows family.

Early Years’ Summer Learning
This week, in readiness for the summer holidays, children in Early Years have been thinking
about the beach. They listened to the story of 'Kipper's Sandcastle', designed and made a
flag, then made a sandcastle for their flags to adorn! They also did observational drawings of
seashells, looking closely at their shells to copy the shape, form and patterns.

Sandridge 10K – Saturday 12th September
Last Friday, we had our local MP, Bim Afolami, here to help us promote our Sandridge 10k
event. He joined in with the daily mile and filmed a short video for his website.
This event was set up specifically to raise money for our school. You can run or walk 10k or 1
mile, either around Heartwood Forest, or at a place of your choosing (just use Strava, or
similar, to record your time and send us your results).
We hope that we will be able to set up Race HQ as planned at the Sandridge 1 st Scout Hut
adjacent to Heartwood Forest so for those who can make it, we can award your medals on the
day and have a (socially distanced) drink or ice cream with you after your run.
Please go to https://sandridge10k.co.uk to sign up and support the school!

School meals
From September, the price of school meals for children in KS2 will increase to £2.65 per meal.
These must be paid for via School Gateway.
Free School Meals
If your child is moving from Year 2 into Year 3 in September, they will no longer receive
Universal Free School Meals.
If you think you may be eligible for benefit related free school meals and haven’t already
applied please go to www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals.
If your child is in KS1, even though their meals are free under the universal free school meal
scheme, you will still need to make an application to receive other benefits from school.
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club starts at 7.30am and from September will cost £3.50 per session. We
serve cereal, toast and fruit with a hot or cold drink. We have a range of toys and games for
children to play with. Please note; children will be seated to eat and play in their class groups
in line with current government guidance. There will be no mixing across classes.
Bookings and payments must be made via School Gateway.
Energykidz After-School Club
EnergyKidz, our after school care provider, will be running again from September.
See the link below for further information, including the cost and how to book:
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/sandridge-school-st-albans/

School Uniform
Uniform at Sandridge is as follows:
-

Grey shorts/trousers/skirt/pinafore
- White polo shirt
- Light blue checked summer dresses in the warmer weather only
- Sweatshirt or sweatcardi with school logo – no other jumpers or cardis please
- Grey or white socks/tights
- Black shoes (no boots or trainers even if they are black)
P.E kit: White T-shirt (with logo or plain), plain blue shorts or tracksuit bottoms, black
plimsolls or trainers (please remember socks if children are wearing tights to school)

-

Early Years children must have book bags but older children can have their own backpacks –
please ensure these are not too bulky as we have limited storage space!
- School fleeces only to be worn as external clothing please
Long hair tied up (blue, white or grey hair band only - no ‘wacky’ hairbands or big
bows/other hair accessories)
No jewellery (apart from a small pair of studs and/or a watch) (these are not to be worn
for P.E)

-

Sandridge School uniform is purchased from Smarty Schoolwear in Hatfield
(www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk, tel: 01707 263909, email: info@smartyschoolwear.co.uk.
They deliver to the school during term time, free of charge, or you can collect from the shop.

