
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

As most of you will know, last Autumn we started a ‘Parent Forum’ as a means of further improving the school’s 
communication with the parent body. 

As I said last year, regular, open communication and consultation with parents is really important to us and is a 
valuable way of listening to your ideas and concerns. It helps to ensure that the needs of our children and families 

are met to the best of our ability, and that the school continues to develop in line with its vision and values.  
Unfortunately, due to Covid, we only had one Parent Forum meeting last year as our second meeting was due to 

take place the week before lockdown and had to be put on hold.  
 

We would, therefore, like to re-launch our Parent Forum this year and begin with a first meeting just after October 
half-term. Meetings will be held virtually for at least this term. The dates of the termly meetings will be published in 
the calendar of events that accompanies newsletters and the agenda for each meeting will be posted, in advance, 

on classroom windows and the notice board on the playground. 
 

Each class will have two, named parent reps, to whom any fellow parent may bring suggestions for topics that they 
would like to be raised for discussion at the termly forum meeting.  The Class Reps will then assist in putting 

together an agenda and subsequently represent parents’ views and ideas on the Forum Panel. 
 

The Forum Panel will be led by myself and/or a member of the Senior Leadership Team, and will include the Class 
Representatives, the Chair (or Vice-Chair) of Governors and up to two additional governors.  Discussion will focus 
on general issues likely to be of interest to a wide range of parents, particularly where this is likely to assist in the 

school’s ongoing development.   
Please note that Forum meetings will not include for discussion any matters relating to a particular child or 

incident. If you have a specific concern about your child, your first point of contact should always be his/her class 
teacher. 

If you are interested in being a parent rep, please email the office and put your name forward by Friday 2nd 
October. We look forward to hearing from you! 

Have a great weekend – and enjoy the sunshine  

 

 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 18th September 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Early Years with 98.5% 
 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Early Years, Year 1 No lates – well done! 
Years 2, 4, 5   1 late 
Year 6    2 lates 

Year 3    4 lates 

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid. 

Message from Andy Boxer, Chair of Governors 
 

Although we are two weeks into the new school year, I am grateful to have this opportunity to extend, on behalf of 
the school governors, a big ‘Welcome back’ to all our pupils – returning or just starting with us – parents, 

members of staff and friends within the local community.  
At our meeting earlier this week, we were delighted to hear from Miss Roberts and members of the Senior 

Management Team how well their plans for the re-opening of the school to all pupils had gone during the first 
week of term. As governors, we are very aware of just how much preparatory work had to be done to ensure the 

safest possible learning environment and the provision of a broad curriculum full of enjoyable and exciting 
learning experiences for every child.  

It goes without saying that the health and safety of your children are always our number one priority, and never 
more so than in the present circumstances. For that reason, I want to take the opportunity to emphasise how 

crucial it is that you follow extremely carefully all the advice concerning Covid-19 precautions and procedures – 
those that have already been sent home and any updates to come. In the totally unique and challenging times to 

which we have all become used to over the past eight months or so, the concept of the school community has 
never been more important. Please do all you can to help us look after one another.  



Sandridge 10k and Family Fun Run 
 

Last Saturday was the day of the Sandridge 10k and Family Fun Run. So many Sandridge 
families joined in which was wonderful to see.  There was a brilliant atmosphere in the garden 
at the Rose and Crown all day long as different people arrived to collect their well-deserved 

medals.   
Special mentions must go to: 

 
Noah PK and Keenan for doing the 10k!   

 
Sam for running 13 miles in 13 days for the Great North Run virtual challenge (Sandridge Fun 
Run being his last mile)...and raising over £100 for the school!  His dad and big brother, John, 

also ran the 10k. 
 

Mrs Goatly for running 10k and raising an additional £250 for the school. 
 

Finally, a big thank you to Emma Day whose idea it was and who has spent so much of her 
time organising it – we’re sure she’s already looking forward to next year when hopefully we 

can all run at Heartwood Forest as originally planned! 



Science in Year 1 
 

In Science this week, Year 1 learnt about our sense of smell. We discussed good and bad 
smells and then smelt four different smells (good and bad - judging from the photographs!) and 
made predictions. After that, we wrote a conclusion as to whether our predictions were correct. 

 
 

New Blocks in Early Years 
 

 Early Years had a surprise delivery this week of new wooden blocks!   
 

They worked as a team to open them with Matty suggesting to George “I’ll tell you what, you do the 
snipping and I’ll do the peeling off”.  When they saw them, Matty said “these are lovelier than the 

other ones”.  Artie jumped up and down with excitement and said “we should make a slide”! 
 

Early Years also had great fun playing with the cardboard boxes, as you can see from the photos!  
 

A HUGE thank you to the PTA for providing the blocks – we know they’ll get very good use. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week we celebrated the birthdays of: 
 

Charlie – Year 2 
Phoenix – Year 5 
Rachael – Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Andrew  
Year 1:  Sam  
Recep:  Artie 
  

This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 

Year 6:  Owen 
Year 5:  Chloe  
Year 4:  Millie   
Year 3:  Abigail 
 
 

Year 2: Thomas 
Year 1: Lilly     

Early Years:   Evie 

Poet Corner 
 

Last weekend, Thomas in Year 2 was inspired by his dad’s choice of treat from the bakers to 
write a poem entitled “Yum Yum Chelsea Bun”.  This obviously got his creative juices flowing 
as he went on to write more poems (even getting up early before breakfast on one occasion)! 
He really brightened Miss Roberts’ and Mrs Virji’s Monday morning when he shared them with 
them both.  Well done, Thomas, for such fantastic poems and such clear, confident reading – 

and all in your own time too! 
 
 Yum yum, Chelsea Bun 

Chelsea Bun, yum yum. 
I hope my Grandad has one 

when he is done 
after he has fun. 

Sounds of things: 
A dog goes woof, 
a cat goes meow, 

a wolf howls wooooo 
and trees swish. 

Worm digs, 
a snake goes ssssssssss, 

an alligator snaps  
and people snort! 

 
 

Twinkle moonlight in the midnight sky. 
Twinkle in the moonlight. 

Shooting stars dash, stars twinkle, 
The sun comes up – its morning. 

Wake up! 
 

Sausage roll, sausage roll, 
What is it to me? 

It’s a meaty snack  
covered in pastry for me. 

It crunches when you eat it, 
my sausage roll 

covered in pastry, 
it makes me happy. 

Smash it with a cup of tea! 

Reminders! 
 

Please do not put nuts or nut products (including peanut butter and Nutella), in your child’s 
packed lunch as we have children with serious nut allergies in school. 

 
Please ensure children bring water bottles to school every day as they 

are not able to use the water fountains. 
 

Thank you 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

For having self-belief and growing in confidence: Charlie  
 

Really persevering in all lessons this week despite her broken arm!  Elsbeth 
 

Respecting every member of the classroom by always listening and being ready to learn: 

Reagan 
 

Fantastic perseverance in computing this week when creating pixel art: Florence 
 

Showing great perseverance when writing dialogue in English: Serin 
 

Noticing a class member needed a friend and making sure they were included in a game at 

lunch time: Bella  
 

Having self-belief across all lessons which has helped her to achieve well: Haneefa 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for settling into his new class: Reggie 
 

Creating his own repeating pattern using all the colours: Matty  
 

Listening attentively and having lovely ideas in carpet time: Franklin 
 

Taking the time to support other members of the class with their learning: Mollie-Mae 
 

Showing great patience and imagination when creating pixel art on the laptops this  

week: Max E 
 

Carrying out her monitor job responsibly and noticing kindness shown by her classmate: Lacey  
 

 Being able to analyse a writer’s choice of language independently: James  
 

Being focused and engaged in all lessons – a fantastic start to the year: Nathaniel 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Joining in really well with Mr Sinclair’s PE lesson outside: Sara  
 

Showing really controlled bouncing of the ball by hitting the target in PE: Sadie 
 

Such amazing football skills that it was impossible to tackle him: Albert 
 

Showing wonderful control and skill when passing the football and being a good partner: Toby C 
 

Showing determination and good skills in our PE session: Alyssa 
 

Demonstrating a good grasp of dance patterns during our first dance lesson  

this year:  Megan 
 

Working incredibly hard in PE this week, showing excellent passing skills: Abigail  


