
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

It feels like the longest half-term ever but we made it and are – just about – still smiling! 
 

With all the Covid protection measures and risk assessments that have been required of us, school has 
been very different this half term but the children have amazed us with how resilient they are and how 

well they have adapted to the new ‘normal’ in school activities and routines.  
 

Thank you to the staff for their hard work as always and all the additional tasks and duties that they now 
have to carry out to ensure children are safe, bubbles are maintained and classrooms are clean and 
sanitised. Staff have given up so much of their break and lunchtimes this half-term to clean tables, 

chairs and doors and to supervise children in their separate zones.  
 

Thank you to the Governing Body for their support and encouragement, ideas and input – it is much 
appreciated. Lastly, thank YOU for supporting the changes in place, particularly the staggered start and 

finish times as well as keeping us updated about Covid-related absence/tests/concerns. It has been 
really helpful and I’m sure, has played a big part, in ensuring we have had NO positive cases as yet.  

 

Do take care over the half-term break, stay safe and risk averse! 
However, if your child should test positive for coronavirus at any point during half-term, please notify us 
as soon as possible (via admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk) so we can complete the relevant tracking and 
tracing process with Public Health and notify any other children or staff who have been in close contact 
and need to self-isolate. Please do not call the normal absence line as this will not be covered during 

half-term. 
 

Please remember that Monday 2nd November is an inset day and children return to school on 
Tuesday 3rd November.   

 

Happy holidays everyone  
 
 

 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 23rd October 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 
 Year 4 with 100% 

 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Early Years, Year 1, 2, 6 No lates – well done! 
Year 5    1 late 
Year 3    3 lates 

Year 4    6 lates 

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid. 

Current Year 6s – Secondary School Places for September 2021 
 

All parents with children in Year 6 have, hopefully by now, applied for their secondary school place for 
September.  If you have not yet done made your child’s application, then you must do so by next 

Thursday, 31st October. 

Travel over half-term 
 

If you are travelling abroad for half-term, please ensure you are up to date with the latest quarantine 
advice – https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-countries-and-territories-exempt-from-

advice-against-all-but-essential-international-travel 

 

The attendance champions for this month are Year 4 with 99.7% 
 

Year 4’s reward is a non-school uniform day on Friday 6th November! 
 

mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-countries-and-territories-exempt-from-advice-against-all-but-essential-international-travel
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-countries-and-territories-exempt-from-advice-against-all-but-essential-international-travel


PTA – Smarties Challenge  
 

The PTA are asking for your help in raising money for the school! 
 

Today, all children will be bringing home a tube of Smarties for them to eat and enjoy!   
We would like the children to earn 20 pence pieces by doing small tasks, and popping them 

into the empty Smarties tube.   You could ask friends and family to save their 20p pieces too! 
 

Once the tube is full, seal it up, mark it with your child’s name and class, and bring it to school 
where there will be a collection area in each classroom – no later than Monday 16th November 

please. 
 

The PTA will add up the money collected, and record it on the ‘Smarties Totaliser’ that will be 
printed in the Newsletter for everyone to see.   

 

The class that has collected the most amount of money (based on a percentage of the number 
of children in their class) will be choosing which library books to buy with the money raised.  

 

A Smarties tube can hold £12 worth of 20ps!   
 

We did this at Easter last year and raised a fantastic £782.87 – it would be lovely to raise that 
much again, or even to beat that total!    

 

Thank you for your support. 

School Photographs 
 

Individual and sibling photographs will be taken on the morning of  
Thursday 12th November  

(this is a change from the publicised earlier date of Tuesday 3rd November). 
 

All children should wear their normal, smart school uniform to school. 
Year 4 children who usually have PE on Thursdays, should not wear their PE kits and will not 

need to bring them to school. 

E-Safety 
 

With the current Covid situation making it harder for families to spend leisure time away from 
the home, children could be turning to online activities to pass the time, more often than usual. 

 

Whilst this is a parental decision, we would advise that you still ensure a balance of online and 
other activities.  It is also important to supervise children, so that they remain safe during their 

time online, whether gaming, searching, watching videos/sound/images, or communicating 
with others. 

 

There will be some suitable activities for children of all ages but equally, there are many risks 
associated with unlimited and/or unrestricted access.   A reminder that WhatsApp is age 16+, 
Twitter, Instagram and many other social media apps are age 13+.  Gaming has a PEGI age 

rating system just like the DVD classification system and it is easy to find out what is and what 
is not appropriate by visiting https://pegi.info/page/pegi-age-ratings 

 

For general advice on keeping children safe on the internet, please go to: 
www.internetmatters.org 

 

NASAL Flu Immunisations for children in Reception to Year 6 
 

A reminder that the flu immunisations will take place on the afternoon of  
Wednesday 4th November. 

https://pegi.info/page/pegi-age-ratings
http://www.internetmatters.org/


Learning in Year 3  
 

Letter from China 
 

This week Year 3 received answers to the questions that we sent to a grade 5 (10 & 11 years 
old) class in China. It was interesting comparing the difference between life in China and life in 

England.  They also sent us some questions that we answered as a class for them to learn 
more about life in England.  Here are our questions to them, and the answers: 

 

How many hours do you have at school a day?  8 ½ hours to 11 hours. 
 

How do you write your numbers 1-10?   一 二 三 四 五 六 七 八 九 十 
 

What food do you eat at school?  Fruit, vegetables, bread, chicken, beef, pork, rice, noodles. 
 

What do you wear for school?  On Monday, Wednesday and Friday we wear school uniform. 
On Tuesday and Thursday, we wear our own clothes. 

 

Where in China is your school?  Shenzhen, Guangdong. 
 

Do you have after school clubs?  We did before Coronavirus; 
Basketball, Japanese, Chinese, English, Maths. 

 

What is your currency?  RMB (Yuan). 
 

Do you have any extreme weather?  We have very hot weather and typhoons. 
 

What is a traditional dish to eat in China?  Dumplings, Bao Zi, Moon Cakes, noodles. 

 
Forest School 

 

On Monday morning, Year 3 took their English lesson outside. We started by finding 3 
treasures. These could be anything; we selected a range of feathers, flowers, sticks, logs, 
pinecones and leaves of various colours. We then discussed why we had chosen them: ‘It 

reminds me how colourful nature can be’ Toby. ‘I like the texture of the pine cone’ Marius. ‘I like 
the colour of it’ Michael. ‘I like summer and the flowers remind me of summer’ Indiah. 

 

We then had to find a partner and create a mythical creature. We had to name our creature, 
think about its habitat, special powers, what it likes and dislikes and what each treasure 

represented on our creature: ‘The leaf is the body’ Jemima and Anabelle. ‘The feather is the tail 
and it uses the flowers to cut down trees’ Joel and Max. ‘It lives in the clouds’ Deni and 

Elizabeth.  
 

Throughout the week, we then based our English around our creatures. We labelled them, 
thought about similes to describe our creature and ended the week writing a character 

description using our similes, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. 
 

 
 



Early Years and Supertato! 
 

Last Friday, Miss Roberts prepared the Early Years children with her super reading of the story 
'SUPERTATO'.  She was resplendent in her telling of this super story, complete with mask 

disguise! 
 

Early Years really enjoyed sharing their own Supertatoes that they made for home learning 
and describing how they made them. Miss Roberts also came to have a look. 

 

Oscar said "I did a cape and eyes and arms and 'O' for Oscar that says O for Oscar on here 
(pointing at the cape). 

 

Matilda said "That's the belt that I made. I put eyes and lips on. I put the mask on with tape. I 
didn’t have black for the cape so I did orange." 

 

George said "We bought a potato. Then we did the smiley face then we done the mask then 
we done the belt then we got PlayMobile arms then we done the cape. We sewed the cape." 

 

Casper said "Here's his teeth. That's his moustache and that's his eyes. When we looked at 
the cape he said "It was Isla's (his sister) knitting!" 

 

We put superhero masks on during the story of Supertato and we dressed up as Superheroes 
for our own learning time too. There were some frozen vegetables to free in the water tray and 
even evil peas trapped in jelly one morning!  Our older children drew designs for traps to catch 
the Evil Peas.  They had to use UV torches to read (and then write) different tricky and simple 

words that Evil Pea and Supertato had hidden around school. What a wonderful learning 
experience for us all! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week we celebrated the birthday of: 
 

 Gwennie – Year 6 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Courtney 
Year 1:  Otti 
Early Years:  Hadley 
  

This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 

Year 6:  Chloe AP 
Year 5:  Sophie 
Year 4:  Aaron  
Year 3:  Florence  
 
 

Year 2: Mollie-Mae 
Early Years: Matty 

Halloween  
 

Not everyone celebrates Halloween but, for those who do, Council leaders across Hertfordshire 
are encouraging people to celebrate Halloween safely, helping to prevent the spread of the 

coronavirus. 
 

Jim McManus, Director of Public Health at Hertfordshire County Council said: 
“While Halloween is a great time of year for dressing up and having fun, this year we urge 
families to take part in lower risk activities, such as pumpkin carving or displaying spooky 

pictures, helping to minimise the risk of spreading coronavirus to others. We don’t want to be in 
a position where we have to introduce tougher measures and local lockdowns in Hertfordshire, 

but we need your help to avoid this.” 
 

This year, many Halloween traditions such as trick-or-treating carry a risk and Herts County 
Council’s message is clear: this Halloween, stick to a safer way of having fun. 

 
5 low risk activities: 

 Carving or decorating pumpkins with members of your household and displaying 
them in your window, or outside. This year, why not carve a rainbow in your 

pumpkin? See our ‘how to’ video here: https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE. 

 Taking part in a local ‘spot the pumpkin’ trail throughout half term week, where 
people display pumpkin or Halloween pictures in their windows and you have to try 

and find them all with your family. 

 Organising a Halloween scavenger hunt, where children from your household are 
given lists of Halloween-themed things to look for either in your home, or outdoors 

 Having a virtual Halloween costume competition using zoom or Skype. 

 Having a Halloween film night with your household. 
 

3 high risk activities to avoid this Halloween: 

 Participating in traditional trick-or-treating, where treats are handed to children who 
go door to door. 

 Attending crowded fancy dress parties or any party where there are more than six 
people. 

 Going to an indoor haunted house where people may be crowded together and 
screaming. 

 
If you have any COVID-19 symptoms, think you may have been exposed to someone with 
COVID-19, or you have been told to self-isolate, you should not participate in any in-person 

Halloween festivities and should not give out sweets to trick-or-treaters. 

https://youtu.be/8rm4ri9_PxE


 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

Persevering in model making and talking so well about her “Supertato”: Imogen 
 

Believing in herself when answering mental maths questions during carpet time: Malak 
 

Showing fantastic perseverance in maths this week: Henry  
 

Showing fantastic equality in French when playing a game. You took turns and made sure 

everyone had a turn: Leia 
 

Showing perseverance and trying her best in all her learning: Molly  
 

Having lovely manners and showing respect to others and always having a smile on her face! 

Elsie  
 

Having more self-belief in maths; answering questions in front of her peers and producing 

lovely work: Kara  

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for trying so hard to sit and listen and 

 for trying to put his coat and shoes on:  William  
 

Knowing what plants need for them to grow: Charlie  
 

Sharing some lovely ideas during carpet time: Albie  
 

Listening carefully to our new strategies in maths this week and becoming so confident as a 

result: Spencer  
 

Having a fantastic attitude in your learning this week, you have worked really hard on your 

column addition and subtraction: Katie  
 

Showing a good understanding of our work on time this week: Erin T 
 

Responding to feedback in lessons and acting on the advice given to improve his work: Oliver  
 

Always being engaged and asking good questions in History: Ava  

Sporting Certificates 
 

Climbing outside and good ball skills in our PE football lesson: Artie  
 

Being a good team player in football this week: Eve  
 

Fantastic football skills, it has been great to see you really working on your control and 

accuracy this half term: Charlie  
 

Continued effort in the daily mile this half term: Ben 
 

Working well with a partner when throwing and catching a rugby ball: Hugh 
 

Always taking an active role in PE lessons and working hard to involve others: Ethan  
 

Excellent passing and defending in hockey this week: Anna  

 


