
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

There has been a real buzz in school this week as we celebrated Multicultural Week. Children have really 
enjoyed cooking, dressing up, creating pieces of art and learning new languages as part of this themed week 

– see below for each classes’ learning about their chosen country.  
 

Our virtual parent consultations got off to a great start this week with Years 3-6 having had their 
‘SchoolCloud’ or telephone appointments. The technology seems to be working really well. Next week, Early 
Years, Year 1 and 2 have theirs – please make sure you log on a few minutes before your appointment time 
otherwise it will eat into your allotted time slot and you will not have the full 15 minutes to discuss your child’s 

progress with their class teacher. 
 

With regard to our Parent Forum, we now have a representative for Y1, Y2, Y4 and Y5. We are happy to 
have just one parent per class, however, we still require a representative for Early Years, Y3 and Y6 for the 
forum to go ahead. Please let us know by next Friday if you are able (and willing) to represent the parents of 
your child’s class. It really isn’t hard work and doesn’t take up much time at all. It would be a great shame not 

to have a forum this year.   
 

This week, I have started my termly observations and have observed English lessons in Early Years and Key 
Stage 1. I have been amazed by how well the children have settled back into school life and how well 

embedded routines are across these phases. Children are learning well and working hard – there is a real 
sense of engagement and enjoyment within the school which is lovely to see. 

 
Please see, below, our school development priorities for this academic year. The governors and I will be 

monitoring progress against these priorities each term using data, meetings with senior leaders, pupil voice, 
book scrutinies and learning walks as evidence. Our priorities are: 

 RECOVERING THE CURRICULUM: To maintain a broad and ambitious curriculum whilst addressing 
pupils’ gaps in knowledge and skills. 

 CURRICULUM LEADERSHIP: To review the curriculum ensuring it fully meets the needs of all 
pupils. To continue to develop the role of subject leaders.  

 MENTAL HEALTH & EMOTIONAL WELLBEING: To ensure high quality PSHE and pastoral 
provision to support pupils’ return to school.  

 

Have a great weekend  

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 9th October 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Year 2 and Year 4 with 

100% - well done! 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Early Years, Year 2 & 3 No lates – well done! 
Year 1, 4, 5   1 late 

Year 6    2 lates 

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid. 

Sandridge 10k 
 

The final total of money raised for the school by the 
Sandridge 10k is a massive £4700! 

Thank you to everyone who took part and again to 
Emma Day for having the idea in the first place, 

organising it all and adapting it so well when plans 
changed due to Government restrictions. 

Secondary School Places for 
September 2021 

 

The deadline to apply for secondary 
school places for next September is  
Thursday 31st October BUT Herts 
County would prefer applications to 
be submitted before 23rd October.  

 
 



Year 5 – New Zealand  
 

Year 5 researched facts about their chosen country and wrote descriptive sentences based on photos 
of locations around New Zealand. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They also tried their hand at some Maori art work.  They researched the style before exploring patterns 
in their sketch books. The final paintings were done after discussing improvements and their choices of 

pattern. 

 
 
 
 

 

Year 6 – Finland  
 

In Year 6, for ‘Multi-Cultural Week’, the children learnt about Finland. During the week, they have 
completed a range of tasks to learn about Finnish culture. 

 

Using their computing skills on Google Classroom, the children have been creating a collaborative 
document containing research about Finland. They have then used this research to create travel 

brochures to encourage people to explore Finland! 
 

Here are some of the interesting facts they found out: 

 The Finnish flag is blue and white because the Finnish people say it shows the blue of their 
lakes and the white snow of their winters. 

 Finland use euros as their currency but before this, they used markka. 

 Traditional Finnish costumes are warm because the weather in Northern Europe is severe and 
cold. Many accessories in Finnish clothing are made of leather and metals, bright embroidery 

and beautiful silk fabrics are used for decoration. 

 Some of the traditional foods of Finland are: salmiakki (salty liquorice), ruisleipa (rye bread), 
korvapuusti (cinnamon bun) and karjalanpiirakka (rice pie). 

 

 

Did you know? by William 

14% of New Zealand’s population is Maori. 

New Zealand’s national bird is the kiwi. 

New Zealand’s Prime Minister is Jacinda 

Arden. 

In just Auckland alone, there are 12 
volcanoes! 

Crashing against the sand, waves flow by Cape Reinga and above the 

cliffs is a bright blue sky. – Erin 

Like a golden coin the beach sparkled off the sand. –Kenny 

Stretching out many miles, the white sands of Tauranga are a perfect 

holiday destination. – Isla 

Behind the elegant garden, the house in Rotorua stands out 

excellently.  - Oliver   

Along the rocky mountains you can see the river flowing down. – Ella  

 

In Music, the children listened 
to the Finnish national anthem 

– Maamme. They looked at 
the composition of the music 
and then learnt to play it as a 

class using the 
Boomwhackers™. 

 

Finally, in Art, Year 6 created 
their own Marimekko print. 

 



Year 3 – China  
 

We started on Monday looking at the Terracotta Army. ‘They are made out of clay’ Deni. ‘There are 3 
vaults and they all got destroyed in the war’ Max E. We then went onto sketching one of the soldiers 

and making sure we had different tones of light and dark and really focused on the details. 
On Tuesday, we got the chance to look at some pictures of the Terracotta Army and the Pandas from 

when Miss Everall lived there. We also listened to some traditional Chinese music and discussed how it 
made us feel and what we could picture when we listened to it. ‘I could picture soldiers marching’ Joel. 

We then learnt how to say some phrases in Mandarin, how to count to 10 and how to write the 
characters: 

 

Yī 一 1, Èr 二 2, Sān 三 3, Sì 四 4, Wǔ 五 5, Liù 六 6, Qī 七 7, Bā 八 8, Jiǔ 九 9, Shí 十 10 

We then learnt how to say hello (你好Nǐ hǎo), what’s your name (你叫什么名字Nǐ jiào shénme míngzì), 

my name is (我叫 Wǒ jiào), how old are you (你几岁Nǐ jǐ suì) and I am… years old (我…岁Wǒ … suì) 

 
On Wednesday afternoon we looked at the geography of China. We made collages of the Chinese flag 

using different shades of red and yellow. We also created information posters about some of the 
famous landmarks in China. We could choose from The Great Wall of China, Terracotta Army, 

Forbidden City, Mount Everest, Tian Tan, and Victoria Peak. 
 

Thursday was a full day of multi-culture. In Maths, we made pictures with Tangrams, which are an 
ancient Chinese puzzle; we created a cat, candle rocket and more. In English, we wrote some 

questions, which Miss Everall is going to send to a class in China so we can learn more about life in 
China for children. Hopefully, we will get the responses very soon when they are back from their mid-

autumn festival and we can share their answers. In the afternoon, we made origami fish, cats and 
rabbits and practiced calligraphy of Chinese characters with water colour paints. 

 

Friday was very exciting; we learnt all about the mid-autumn festival (中秋节 Zhōng Qiū Jié). We then 

got the opportunity to make Moon Cakes (月饼 yuè bǐng), which are a traditional Chinese cake that they 

eat during the Mid-Autumn Festival. 

Year 4 – India  
 

Year 4 started the week sharing what we already know about India and then used the computers to find 
out about the country using the headings of: population, geography, culture (including clothes, food and 

drink), landmarks and famous people. We used our findings to make information booklets. On 
Wednesday, in RE, we found out about the Hindu festival of lights – Diwali and on Thursday we used 

our art skills to draw a picture of one of India’s most famous landmarks – the Taj Mahal.   

 
 



Year 2 – Kenya 
 

This week we have studied Kenya. We learnt about the geography of the country and some of the 

amazing animals that live there. Then we took a closer look at the Masaai people who live in the 

Masaai Mara; there are over 1 million Masaai people and they live semi-nomadic lives. 

We learnt about their houses and that the women in the family traditionally make these. They weave 

sticks together to make the frame for the house and then cover it with mud, cow dung and dried grass. 

We replicated this by weaving art straws together and covering our frames in clay. 

Then we learnt about the clothing worn by the Masaai and were even able to try some on. We also 

practised our jumping following a traditional dance. 

 

Year 1 – Italy 
 

For Multicultural Week this week, Year 1 have learnt about Italy. 

First, we looked at the colours of the Italian flag and made a collage using lots of different materials. 

We then looked at some photographs of Venice and described the city using adjectives. We used our 

maths skills and made our own versions of Venice using different 2D shapes. We used circles for our 

bridges, squares and triangles for our houses and semi-circles for our gondolas. 

We learnt some Italian words and have really enjoyed saying ‘ciao’ to each other every morning! We 

also learnt numbers to 5 in Italian, and some colours so that we can order our lunch in Italian too. 

When learning about Italy, Year 1 were interested in the different foods that are typically eaten. We 

found that they eat lots of food that we also love such as pizza, ice cream and pasta! We worked in 

teams to make our own pizzas using many different ingredients. From that, we wrote a recipe on how 

to make pizzas so that others can enjoy our recipe too! We enjoyed eating our pizzas whilst listening to 

and appreciating traditional Italian music. 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This week we celebrated the birthdays of: 
 

Indiah – Year 3 
Lily – Year 4 
Archie – Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Adriana 
Year 1:  Olivia  
Early Years:  Evie 
  

This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 

Year 6:  Evie 
Year 5:  Zacarrie  
Year 4:  Cameron 
Year 3:  Elizabeth 
 
 

Year 2: Reagan 
Year 1: Immy 

Early Years: Hadley 

Early Years – France  
 

This week, Early Years opened their new French cafe and Miss Roberts came to visit! There 
was a lovely ambience with 'Cafe de Paris' music in the background.  We enjoyed croissants, 
pommes frites and crepes at snack time, learnt some French food and drink words and had a 

go at the Can-Can (in a child friendly/tasteful way)! 
We played a game called the bean game and when children were French beans they did the 

Can-Can and said 'Ooh La La!' 
We also sang a French number song about elephants that have a big nose/trunk: 

Un éléphant, ça trompe, ça trompe, 
Un éléphant, ça trompe énormément. 

Deux elephant etc / trois elephant etc / quatre elephant etc / cinq elephant etc. 
 



 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

Gaining even more confidence and self-belief and having such a lovely smile! Aliza  
 

Showing both self-belief and perseverance in all of her lessons this week, displaying a really 

positive attitude towards her learning: Hannah  
 

Finally believing that you can read all of your instructions by yourself and keeping that 

confidence: David  
 

Showing wonderful self-belief this week in Maths. You have started to challenge yourself 

more: Joel 
 

Showing great perseverance and determination to complete her writing: Amina  
 

Showing excellent perseverance when learning a new complex maths skill this week – you kept 

grappling with the method and have almost cracked it already!  Isla 
 

Having self-belief in his maths lessons this week: Archie  

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for being confident and enthusiastic and 

enhancing our learning about vegetables by bringing in his own home-grown carrots!  Faris 
 

Listening so well to stories and using memory clues to help her finish sentences: Sara 
 

Always being such a helpful member of the class: Lizzy  
 

Working so hard to find a range of adjectives to describe our Kenyan animals: Sayfoddine 
 

Always being ready to learn and being a fantastic role model to all: Amy 
 

Careful and accurate work in our learning of quadrilaterals during maths this week: Jack  
 

Demonstrating his listening skills this week – much improved!  Mehde  
 

Trying hard with his handwriting; his science book looks beautiful!  Alfie  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Joining in so well in team games in the hall with Mr Sinclair: Aras 
 

Showing perseverance in PE this week: Anas 
 

Amazing throwing and catching skills: Kai  
 

Showing wonderful teamwork this week in PE, you encouraged all members of your team: Fred 
 

Good teamwork and sportsmanship during games played in PE: Ottie  
 

Being inclusive at playtimes by making sure anyone who wanted to could play the basketball 

game he had arranged: Tommy  
 

Putting 100% effort into all her PE lessons: Sophie D 

 


