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The attendance winners
for this week are
Early Years with 100%!

Number of lates in each class this week:
Early Years, Year 1, Year 2
Year 4, Year 6
Year 5
Year 3

No lates – well done!
1 late
2 lates
4 lates

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid.

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)

In the newsletter on Friday 9th October, I shared this year’s school development priorities:




RECOVERING THE CURRICULUM: To maintain a broad and ambitious curriculum whilst
addressing pupils’ gaps in knowledge and skills.
CURRICULUM LEADERSHIP: To review the curriculum ensuring it fully meets the needs of
all pupils. To continue to develop the role of subject leaders.
MENTAL HEALTH & EMOTIONAL WELLBEING: To ensure high quality PSHE and pastoral
provision to support pupils’ return to school.

As I explained in that newsletter, the governors and I monitor progress against these priorities each
term using a wide range of information including meetings with subject leaders, pupil voice, book
scrutinies and learning walks as evidence.
In our Governing Body meeting this week, discussion took place about school development
priorities and link governors shared a report on Priority 1: Recovering the Curriculum. Governors felt
it was important that I share the very good progress against this priority with all parents.
We all recognise that the impact of the first lockdown, and the majority of children being out of
school for an extended period, are a real concern to parents.
Therefore, below is a summary of progress and actions so far this term:
RECOVERING THE CURRICULUM: To maintain a broad and ambitious curriculum whilst
addressing pupils’ gaps in knowledge and skills.
The senior leaders and I, when writing this year’s School Development Plan, believe this to be the
number one priority following the many months of school that pupils have missed this year.
This priority is broken down into four key objectives:
(1) To ensure quality first teaching in Maths and English;
(2) To use a wide range of Assessment for Learning techniques with increased effectiveness;
(3) To ensure the pitch and pace of lessons is challenging and well-matched to pupils’ needs;
(4) To further develop pupils’ language and vocabulary across the curriculum.
Quality first teaching in Maths and English
Teachers are pitching the content at age-related expectations for their class as they would have
done in any other Autumn term (prior to Covid). The only difference this year is there are more
pupils completing the mild or warm tasks (tasks aimed at slightly lower than or at age-related
expectations). However, this will improve as pupils’ gaps are ‘plugged’ and they become
more confident.
/cont…

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)…cont.

Teachers’ planning is good and shows a clear build-up of skills; teachers have changed the order of
certain units to focus on what they believe their class needs and what will have the biggest impact
on progress this term. Guided teaching is strong in nearly all classes.
Staff meetings and INSET days have focused on Assessment for Learning techniques and teachers
are using a wider range of questioning per lesson
Assessment for Learning techniques
Assessment for learning (AFL) is an approach to teaching and learning that creates feedback
which is then used to improve pupils' performance. Pupils become more involved in the learning
process and from this gain confidence in what they are expected to learn and to what standard.
Where teacher questioning has been observed, it has been good. This was an area of focus on our
INSET day a few weeks ago. Lesson delivery and learning tasks are continually being adapted so
that gaps can be identified swiftly and plugged effectively. Pitch and pace is accurate. Classroom
adults are focused on moving round all groups of pupils during each lesson to maximise the
progress made within the lesson not just across a week.
Pitch and pace
From the wide range of monitoring that has taken place so far this term, the pitch and pace of
learning in all classes is good. Questioning is effective and, as previously mentioned, teachers are
using a wider range of question types to maximise impact. Pupil tasks are well differentiated and
challenging for all ability groups.
Language and vocabulary
Teachers share key vocabulary at the start of each lesson and have high expectations of pupils’
use of it within the lesson – and in context. Teachers encourage appropriate speaking and listening
with a focus on technical accuracy. Scaffolds such as speaking frames are used when required.
In their report to the Governing Body this week, governors Andy Hunt and Anne Codling (governors
specifically linked to this priority), stated that:
‘The outcome of this termly review is positive. We met with the school Senior Leadership Team
focusing on Maths and English, with English sub-divided into Reading and Writing. We worked
through each of the success criteria and monitoring actions with evidence available that all actions
are currently in progress.
Overall, a broad curriculum is being taught across the school with some adaptions made to subjects
such as PE and Music (due to Government guidance).
A lot of work has gone into the area of recovering the curriculum by all the teachers but especially
the senior leadership team. This was evident throughout our meeting and there were no areas of
concern. The meeting was fascinating and it is clear the leadership team have this well thought
through.’
I hope you find this information useful and it reassures you that your child(ren) are doing well after
such a long and challenging break away from school. Children are far more resilient than we give
them credit for – they should feel very proud of themselves and how they are continually adapting to
the Covid-measures in place.
Please remember, the first Parent Forum meeting is happening next Thursday via Zoom. Do speak
with your parent reps before next Monday as we will be compiling an agenda for discussion in
advance. Thank you.
Have a great weekend 

Anti-Bullying Week
Early Years
We talked about the story of 'Cinderella' and how mean her sisters and Step-mum were to her.
We then talked about how to be kind to others and sang a song called: 'Thank you for my
friends.'
"The ugly sisters were
mean to Cinderella - they
made her work hard and
said 'you can't come to
the party'." (Casper)
"The sisters said 'you
haven't got a nice
dress!' " (Oscar)

"The sisters
said 'I don't like
you!' " Harper

Year 1
We drew superheroes with super powers to stop bullying and thought of ways we could come
together as a group to fight bullying! You can see Alex’s ‘Superfox’ and Theo’s ‘Supershadow’
below.

Anti-Bullying Week
Year 2
Year 2 have really engaged in thoughtful discussion this week
around the topic of bullying; chatting as a class about what it
means, why it can happen, why it is unkind, and most
importantly, what to do if they or someone they know is being
bullied. They designed and coloured in odd socks to show
their understanding that everyone is different and unique.
They also have made friendship hand wreaths and posters
about what they can do at school, to be a good friend.
A highlight of the week has been their enthusiastic dancing to
Andy and the Odd Socks' official hit song, The Kids are
United. We have some real air guitar stars in our midst!

Year 3
As part of Anti-Bullying week, Year 3 held a circle time on Tuesday afternoon and looked at
some picture cards. We discussed what was happening and how the different children were
feeling in each picture and what our reaction would be if we saw that happening. We then
looked at some word cards and thought about what the words mean.
We then drew around our hands and thought about what makes a good friend.We had many
ideas such as ‘sticking with each other’, ‘playing together’, ‘being kind’ and ‘listening’.
For our extended write, we became Agony Aunts and Uncles and wrote a letter in response to
someone who had been struggling at break and lunchtime. We all wrote a letter to them with
lots of different ideas for them to try to make their playtime more enjoyable.

Year 4
We have been following the theme of this year’s Anti-Bullying Week which is ‘United Against
Bullying’. In our class circle time we discussed and defined the term bullying and went on to
explore examples. We studied and discussed different scenarios in groups. We talked about
and role-played the feelings of children who have suffered from being bullied and went on to
agree as a class what we could do individually and as a class to be united against it. The
children have all written one or two personal pledges that they have put on to jigsaw pieces.
These show that they are each a piece of the puzzle and that we’ve all got a part to play in
standing up against bullying. These will be displayed in our classroom.

Anti-Bullying Week
Year 5
In Year 5 we explored the theme of anti-bullying creatively, with some lovely live
performances. Poems, songs (you can see Isla’s catchy chorus from her song below) and
even a rap were written and shared! Tommy made a wordsearch with an anti-bullying theme,
Lucia made a fantastic board game and Chloe wrote an anti-bullying guide.

Year 6
During Anti-Bullying Week, Year 6 focused on the ‘united against bullying’ theme. They
thought about what bullying meant to them; how bullying affects victims; why people choose to
bully; and what we are already doing as a school to ‘unite against bullying’.
Their main activity was to discuss and decide on things they choose to do to ensure they are
supporting the ‘united against bullying’ theme. They wrote these on puzzle pieces and
decorated them. They then put them together to create class puzzles.
The class also made a video where each child shared what they choose to do and came
together as a class to show we are ‘united against bullying’.

Outdoor Learning by Mrs Hardie
Following on from the Nature Grant and Learning through Landscapes training and resources and
also building upon previous ‘Forest School’ training, teachers and children are embracing outdoor
learning at Sandridge more than ever before! Calling it ‘outdoor learning’ is an umbrella term that
covers every type of learning experience outside.
Outdoor experiences offer children enjoyment, freedom, creativity and inspirations. The benefits of
learning outside have been recognised and documented at least as far back as the fourteenth
century. In the past two or three decades, so much research points to humans needing nature not
just to survive but to thrive.
Our cognitive, social, emotional and physical health is affected by time spent outside, especially
when in a natural space.
Most of all our good childhood memories that adults have involve playing/being outside.
We appreciate the potential for learning outside and the benefits it brings in the short and long term
to the well-being of children and our society, especially when the learning happens in nature.
We want to make the most of the unique and special nature of being outdoors. We need variety
provided by: the weather, seasons, space and freedom of the world beyond the classroom and the
landscape around us.
Literature and research suggest that outdoor learning as part of a planned approach may:
 increase attainment in specific subjects
 impact positively on the health and well-being of young people
 help develop responsible citizens and lifelong appreciation of the natural world; and
 improve social and communication skills of young people.
Through learning outside, children can also be more involved in the planning and decisionmaking skills in many areas and subjects. Certainly; life skills that they need! It was sad to hear
a recent fact that children can name more brand logos than trees!
Actions for Sandridge:
Teachers enjoyed playing games and doing some curriculum activities outside using ‘Learning
through Landscapes’ ideas during the recent INSET day a few weeks ago. These included
estimating, measuring and working out the age of some trees. We are continuing to take the
curriculum outdoors in a more regular way and developing a school nature trail linked to
learning outdoors for use by the whole school community by the summer. We are also
developing a map of the school grounds and letting children name some special areas that they
love to play in.
Watch this (outdoor) space!

Outdoor Learning
Linked to the text; ‘Owl Babies’, Early Years enjoyed exploring outside and observing seasonal
changes closely when selecting Autumn leaves to create their own owls.
Through filling their bags with leaves they were also gaining and consolidating mathematical
knowledge about capacity and weight. They really developed their creative and physical skills
when they turned their bag of leaves into an owl by adding eyes, wings, a beak and feet!
Don't they look cute? (and the owls)!

PTA News
Smarties Challenge
Please send all Smarties into school by Monday morning. Results to be announced early next
week – thank you!
Christmas Trees
Christmas Trees can be ordered via this link:
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/#.X6RqvhbfWEd
Please place orders by 29th November. Delivery is on Saturday 5th December.
Santa Run!
We can’t have our Winter Fair this year but would still like to do something fun for
the children which also raises money for the school. We will therefore be doing a
Santa Run! Further details will follow on Monday so please look out for them.

Monkey Mischief!
Year 2 couldn’t believe their eyes when they came back from break and their class monkey,
King Louie, had disappeared from the classroom.
He left clues all around the school that they had to follow…eventually they found him hidden
in a tree.
Here is Charlie’s news report about what happened…

This week we celebrated the birthdays of:
Gigi – EY
Charlie – EY
Max E – Year 3

Amina – Year 4
Erin – Year 5

This week’s awards for
Star Writer go to:

Phenomenal Phonics awards this
week go to:
Year 2: Adriana
Year 1: Albie
Early Years: Matilda

Year 6:
Year 5:
Year 4:
Year 3:

Ava
Molly
Nathaniel
Deni

Year 2: Charlie
Year 1: Eve
Early Years: Artie

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Persevering independently in the creative area each day in such a focussed way: Matty
Persevering and believing in herself when practising her lines (and solo!) for the nativity play:
Sadie
Always showing respect, being polite and ready to listen in class: Mollie-Mae
Showing fantastic respect and equality this week and always being ready to learn: Melis
Showing perseverance with all his learning and ensuring that he has understood tasks
correctly and is improving his work: Adam A
Being a kind, honest, fair and hard-working member of the class: Lucia
Showing respect and an understanding of equality during “Anti-Bullying Week”: James B

Certificates of Merit
Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for working so hard this week and being
an extra kind friend to everyone: Harper
Making interesting contributions during lessons and working harder at reading, writing,
phonics and maths activities too! Imogen S
Becoming so confident in maths, wanting to try challenging questions and persevering when
they are tricky! Elsbeth
Being such a kind and supportive member of the class: Thomas
Being fantastic in all areas of your learning this week: Abigail L
Excellent contributions during all our class discussions: Nathan
Trying really hard to understand improper and mixed fractions this week: Zac
Constant enthusiasm for everything we do and making so much progress as a result! Anna

Sporting Certificates
Running extra fast to collect leaves for his owl during Forest School
on his birthday! Charlie LH
Being a good listener in PE this week and taking on board feedback: Aaron
Remembering all of the steps to the dances in our nativity play and helping others to learn
them too: Reagan
Fantastic effort in dance this week: Joel
Enthusiastic participation in our basketball work in PE: Serin
Impressive skills in netball this week: Oliver K
Putting 100% effort into all sports and showing an excellent variety of skills: Oliver P

