
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 

 
Christmas has started at Sandridge this week! Early Years and Key Stage 1 have been rehearsing their 
Christmas plays ready for filming…staff have worked incredibly hard to capture well-performed scenes 

and children singing songs loudly and in tune! There will even be some ‘bloopers’! 
All being well, we will get these sent to parents via Google Classroom next Wednesday. This gives 

teachers a little more time to edit and re-film parts if required. Fingers crossed…the BAFTAs are in the 
post! 

 
Mrs Barrasso will be going on maternity leave next week; she is due in 8 days’ time so is doing well – 

we are very pleased to have had Miss Evans start with us early. From January, Miss Pratchett and Mrs 
Thompson will be taking on Mrs Barrasso’s leadership responsibilities for the duration of her maternity 
leave – they will share the Acting Deputy Head role since this is quite a lot of additional work. I’m sure 
you will see Mrs Barrasso before she goes on leave – do look out for her on the playground next week.  

 
Please note, that the Parent Forum minutes are attached to this week’s newsletter.  

We hope you find them informative and, if you did ask a question or raise a comment for discussion, we 
hope you feel they have been answered fully.  

 
Next week is an incredibly busy one – we are disappointed not to be having you all in for our end of term 

assembly. Certificates of Excellence will still be awarded along with the termly attendance certificates.  
Don’t forget Wednesday is our annual Christmas lunch and dress-up day; it’s become quite the tradition 

over the last four years. We look forward to seeing your fancy dress costumes.  
Please note the staggered finish times for next Friday’s early finish.  

 
Have a good weekend  

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
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The attendance winners 
for this week are 
 Year 6 with 99%  

 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Early Years, Year 1, Year 2 No lates – well done! 
Year 5, Year 6    1 late 
Year 4     3 lates 

Year 3     6 lates 

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid. 

End of term – Friday 18th December 
 

The last day of term is next Friday 18th December.  The finish times will be as follows: 
 

    Year 4, Year 6  1p.m 
    Year 2, Year 3, Year 5 1.15p.m 
    Early Years, Year 1  1.30p.m 

Christmas Dinner and Dress-Up Day – Wednesday 16th December 
 

Next Wednesday, all children (and staff) are invited to come to school in fancy dress with a 
Christmas theme.  There is no need to bring any money – it’s just for fun! 



Contacting Class Teachers 
 

As it may be harder to speak to class teachers in person at the moment, please email 
admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk if you have any questions or information to pass on.  The office 

staff will forward emails to the relevant teachers for a response. 

 
Covid Procedures over the Christmas Holiday Period 

 

Some of you may have read in the media that the Government have offered schools the 
opportunity to move one of their planned INSET days to Friday 18th December to enable school 

staff to have a proper break and ensure they do not have to check emails and engage in the 
track and trace system on Christmas Eve.  We have decided that we will be NOT be taking this 
as an INSET day and will finish, as planned, on Friday 18th December (please note staggered 

finish times above).   
 

If your child tests positive for coronavirus (Covid-19) at any point during the Christmas break, 
please notify us as soon as possible so we can complete the relevant track and trace process 
with public health, if required, and notify other children and staff who have been close contacts 

and who will need to self-isolate. 
  

During the holidays you should contact admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk.  This will be 
monitored until Christmas Eve as after this point your child(ren) shouldn’t be a close contact of 
anyone at the school. Please don’t telephone the absence line as this won’t be covered during 

the holidays. 
  

Remember as soon as your child or any member of your household develops 
symptoms, they must start self-isolating immediately and book a test regardless of it 

being Christmas. 
  

As a reminder, the main symptoms of coronavirus are: 
• a high temperature 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour,  

or three or more coughing episodes in 24 hours 
• a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or  

 taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 
  
If you’re not sure whether symptoms suggest that they have COVID-19 or an everyday cough 

or cold, you can consult this online NHS symptom 
checker: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 

  
Please do not send children back to school in January if any of the following apply: 
• they have symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
• they, any members of your household, or any close contacts (including extended family 

or friends they have seen and bubbles at holiday activities and sports clubs) have tested 
positive for COVID-19 

• they haven’t completed the full 14 day isolation period that is requested 
  

Self-isolating is one of the most important things we can all do to help stop the spread of the 
virus and protect our loved ones and the vulnerable. You can read a helpful self-isolating guide 

at: www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide 
 

mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk
mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/selfisolatingguide


Portraits for NHS Heroes  
 

(written with help from James P, Archie, Rachel, Chloe AP & Abigail in Year 6) 
 

We have the copy of a portrait of Katie Tomkins, an NHS worker, currently hanging in our hall.  
We are the first school to borrow the painting and it is very special.  It has been painted by the 
artist, Roxana Halls, for the book ‘Portraits for NHS Heroes’.  Today, Year 6 had a Teams call 

with the artist herself to ask questions about her painting. 
 

Roxana said she was inspired to paint Katie, who is the Mortuary and Post-Mortem Services 
Manager at Watford General Hospital, because of her incredible leadership during this 

challenging period in history.  During the pandemic, most people, when thinking about NHS 
staff, have pictured frontline doctors and nurses. This painting, therefore, shows and 

represents the people ‘behind the scenes’.  Roxana and Katie have never actually met; Katie 
painted the portrait from a couple of Zoom calls and a photograph.  It took her three weeks to 
complete and she did it all at home from her tiny spare room, as she was unable to go to her 

studio, due to Covid.  We asked Roxana why she chose not to paint any legs on the portrait.  It 
turns out it was because you get a better sense of the rest of the body.  Roxana also wanted to 
focus on Katie’s tattoos – the most striking part of her body.  The painting is oil on canvas and 
Roxana didn’t do any sketches before starting the painting.  She began with the face as she 
wanted to capture the expression of tiredness and determination and painted the rest of her 

afterwards.  The apron is also a striking part of the image and it looks like it has many shades 
of green, however, she only used two shades which she mixed with other colours to create the 

creased effect.   
 

We also spoke to Roxana generally about being an artist.  Her love of art started from the age 
of 16 when she was beginning her A-levels.  She has painted lots of pictures.  Sometimes she 

paints natural landscapes, but she prefers painting portraits of people who have done 
incredible things.  She said the person she would most like to paint is Kate Bush!  

Occasionally, she teaches art to university students.  We hope that we can talk to Roxana 
again in the future, and maybe even have an art lesson with her. 

 

With thanks to Natalie Miles-Kemp who arranged for us to have this unique experience. 

The book can be 
purchased from all good 
bookshops and Amazon.  
All royalties (a minimum 
of £2.50 from the sale of 
each book) will be paid 

to NHS Charities 
Together. 



Year 3 Author Event 
 

On Monday morning, Year 3 took part in a virtual author event with Simon Mole and another Year 3 
class in St Albans organised by Hertfordshire Libraries. 

 
We started off by looking at different ways to say hello, whether that is in different languages or in 

English. We then listened to Simon read his book ‘Kites’. 
 

Afterwards, we had a go at writing our own poem about what our kite would be like. We had to think 
about what it would look like and what it would be made from. To get us to think more about small 
details we played a game of ‘spot the difference’ with him. He turned his camera off and changed 

something about his appearance and we had to guess what had changed!  We then had a go at editing 
our work and making sure we had lots of detail in our poem to help the reader picture our kite. 

 
Next, we wrote some more lines about our kite, thinking about who it would fly for, where it would fly to 

and what people would do when they saw it. 
 

Just before the end we were able to share some of our work with Simon and the other class. 
 

We would like to say a massive thank you to Simon Mole and Hertfordshire Libraries for allowing us to 
take part in this event! Here are some examples of our work: 



Outdoor Learning 
 

Year 3 
 

When we arrived back from lunch on Monday we had a letter stuck to our whiteboard. Miss 
Everall read it out to us and it was from Father Christmas!  He and his elves needed our help to 

design some new elf houses for the North Pole. There were a list of requirements we had to 
meet to keep the elves and Father Christmas happy: the houses needed to have a door, a 

window, at least three rooms and also some furniture. 
 

So, we put on our wellies and coats and headed onto the field to make our houses. We think 
we did a good job as you can see below – we hope Father Christmas and the elves think so 

too! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 
 

We have been learning about Greek warfare in our history topic and looking at the hoplite 
soldiers. Our challenge was to create a hoplite soldier on the playground using some 

equipment and anything we could find outside. Our finished hoplites were complete with 
spears, shields, swords, helmet and armour. Each group explained what they had used for 

each piece of armour and why.  You can some of our soldiers below. 
 



This week we celebrated the birthday of: 
 

Hugh – Year 4 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Albert 
Year 1:  Roxy 
Recep:  Matilda 
  

This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 

Year 6:  Alfie 
Year 5:  Summer 
Year 4:  Serin 
Year 3:  Leia 
 
 

Year 2:  Thomas 
Year 1:  Oscar 

Early Years:  Imogen 

PTA News 
 

Santa Dash! 
 

Thank you to those families who have signed up to take part in our Santa Dash over the 
weekend – we look forward to seeing your photos!  You can still sign up (but obviously won’t 

now receive a Santa hat) and take part: 
 

https://www.njuko.net/sandridge-santa-dash/select_competition 
 

https://www.JustGiving.com/sandridgesantadash 

Christmas Cooking in Early Years 
 

Last week, the children in our Early Years class measured, stirred and made wishes when 
preparing their Christmas cakes. They smelt the spices as they stirred, and couldn't believe 
that there were eleven different ingredients needed. Let's hope they will taste as delicious as 

they smelt! 

Crisis Appeal at Christmas 
 
 

 
Molly in Year 5 was looking through the Christmas Radio Times this 

week and found an appeal from Crisis. She was very moved by the sad 
story on the appeal and has asked her family to donate some money. 

 

Not only that, she has sold some of her old toys and will also be donating the money she 
raises.  What a lovely idea, Molly!  If anyone else would like to follow Molly’s example, see 

https://www.crisis.org.uk/ for further information. 

https://www.njuko.net/sandridge-santa-dash/select_competition
https://www.justgiving.com/sandridgesantadash
https://www.crisis.org.uk/


 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

Independently persevering with her task even when everyone else moved away!  Aliza 
 

Really persevering in her reading this week: Emily  
 

Persevering with maths this week and listening carefully to instructions: Olivia L 
 

Showing self-belief this week in maths. You have started to accept more of a challenge in 

your work: Chloe M 
 

Showing perseverance with all her learning in order to produce the best work that she can: 

Lily-Anastasia 
 

Having the self-belief to participate confidently in maths lessons:  Ella  
 

Persevering during the mock SATs papers and working incredibly hard:  Nathaniel 

 

 
Certificates of Merit 

 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for being a brilliant sheep!  Reggie 
 

 Fantastic angel dancing and a super independent Nativity picture: Evie RP 
 

Being superstars (and movie stars!) when practising and filming their Nativity performance: all 

of Year 1 
 

Fantastic expression when saying your lines in our Nativity performance: David  
 

Fantastic engagement in our author event with Simon Mole on Monday: James 
 

Fluent and expressive reading during her guided reading session: Molly M 
 

Being a keen and well-mannered member of the class and always completing your work to a 

high standard: Scarlet  
 

Working hard on all her spellings and achieving 100% multiple weeks in a row: Kara  

Sporting Certificates 
 

Following instructions in Mr Sinclair’s PE lesson: Matty  
 

Great dribbling of the ball in hockey: Otti  
 

Overcoming your fears and being an absolute star in bench ball: Arisha 
 

Wonderful participation in bench ball last week. You were a real asset to your team: Amr 
 

An excellent level of enthusiasm, movement and skill in our basketball games during PE: 

Nathan 
 

Participating engagingly in PE and for your great netball skills: Chloe L 
 

Being a fantastic dance partner: Chloe AP 

 


