
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts) 
 

What a year 2020 has been; so much of our attention spent on what has changed, what has had to be 
adapted, what we haven’t been able to do and who we haven’t seen. It has been incredibly hard for 

everyone but especially those who have experienced personal loss.  
 

However, as this year draws to a close, I think it’s important to also celebrate the many successes that 
we have had and how well we – and, most importantly, our children – have navigated the pandemic that 

has had such a global impact and how well they have adjusted to the ‘new normal’.  
 

Thank you to the Governing Body who have continued to work hard (often behind the scenes) in their 
dedication to the pupils and families of Sandridge School. They have been a great support to everyone 
and, like the staff, have adjusted to remote working and meetings…often with a few technology-related 

hiccups along the way! 
 

Huge thanks must go to the staff – it’s hard to imagine a world without Covid now but, this year, the staff 
have had to adapt quickly and effectively to provide high-quality remote learning alongside teaching 

face-to-face all within constantly changing parameters and increasingly high expectations from the DfE - 
and they have done this brilliantly! It has not been easy but they have come to work each day with a 

smile on their face determined to do the very best they can for the children in their care. Honestly, you 
are a fabulous bunch of humans! 

 
Lastly, I wish to say again that I am enormously proud of the children. They have shown resilience and 

determination beyond their years and have just ‘got on with it’.  
They have provided us with light relief and much entertainment, especially in the build-up to Christmas. 

Those of you with children in Early Years and/or Key Stage One will have received a nativity play (or 
two) via Google Classroom this week. We have been overwhelmed by all the ‘thank yous’ and 

complimentary emails following the viewing of these in the last 48 hours. Despite the many hours of 
additional work for staff and the significant lack of high quality technology in school they have managed 

to produce a ‘home cinema experience’ that would give Martin Scorsese a run for his money! Your 
responses have made all those late nights worthwhile. Thank you.  

 
Whatever your faith, I wish you a very Happy Christmas and a fantastic New Year. We hope 2021 will 

be a better year for everyone.  
However you are spending the festive period, I hope you stay safe and stay well.  

 
Have a great holiday  
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Covid Procedures over the Christmas Holidays 
 

If your child tests positive for coronavirus at any point during the Christmas break, please notify us as 
soon as possible so we can complete the relevant track and trace process with public health, if 

required, and notify other children and staff who have been close contacts and who will need to self-
isolate. 

  
During the holidays you should contact admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk.  This will be monitored until 

Christmas Eve as after this point your child(ren) shouldn’t be a close contact of anyone at the 

school. Please don’t telephone the absence line as this won’t be covered during the holidays.  

Children return to school on 
Tuesday 5th January 2021 

 

mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk


Outdoor Learning with Year 3 
 

Last week, Mrs Hardie had the privilege of spending time with her old class who are now in Year 3! 
She read them the first part of ‘Where do Snow Angels Go? by Maggie O’Farrell.                                                                                                                      

Everyone listened outside amongst the trees to the first part…”Have you ever woken suddenly, in the 
middle of the night, without knowing why?” It went on to inform and describe a little girl’s experiences 
with her ‘snow angel’ that she created. The children thought about the description of the snow angel; 

‘his limbs were silvery-blue and his skin, under his thin white robe, seemed lit from within. His hair was 
sculpted curls of ice. When he moved tiny showers of luminous dust came off him, like snow falling from 

a branch. He took 2 steps towards the bed and his wings flexed out on either side of him…’ 
We then looked carefully at the illustration of his wings (see picture below) and used coat hangers 

twisted together and wool to create our own angel wings. Some of us added real feathers and leaves. 
Then we hung them on trees in the wooded area next to the field.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Monday, Year 3 took part in a Christmas Scavenger Hunt outside on the field! It was very muddy 
and after a quick splash in the massive puddle we were let loose onto the field to try and find all 184 
hidden objects. The objects were all things that could be found in Santa's workshop including paint 
pots, elves, presents, baubles and even reindeer! After a good time getting dirty and finding all the 

hidden objects, we used the items we had found to create our own short Christmas story.  

Reading Books  
 

Please note, reading books will not be sent home over the Christmas holidays.   
We will be keeping them in school to give them a thorough clean and quarantine them.  

   
 

 



PTA Update 
 

Thank you to everyone who braved the cold and wet to take part in our Santa Dash last 
weekend.  We raised a fantastic £850! 

 
The PTA are pleased that, despite not being able to go ahead with our usual events, we have 
still raised a significant amount of money.  Hopefully we can look forward to coming together 

again for more fun events in 2021!  
 

Thank you to everyone who has taken part and has helped us raise funds for the school; it 
really is appreciated. 



The attendance winners for December are Year 1 with 98.3%.   
 

The attendance winners for the Autumn Term are also Year 1 with 98.3%.  
 

Their reward will be a non-school uniform day on Thursday 7th January and 20 minutes 
extra play time! 

   
 

 Certificates of Excellence were presented to the following children for outstanding 

work over the course of the Autumn Term:  
 

Early Years  Gigi, Harry  
 

Year 1  Oliver, Albie   Year 4 Nathaniel, Jennie 
 

Year 2  Courtney, Thomas  Year 5 Molly, Oliver 
 

Year 3  Florence, Amy  Year 6 Nathaniel, Haneefa 
 

The Headteacher’s Achievement Award was presented to: Aras  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates for 100% Attendance for the Autumn Term were presented to the 

following children: 
 

Early Years: Gigi, Aras, Casper, Matty, George, Avarie, Harper, Charlie, 

Hadley, Evie, Matilda, Stephanie 
 

Year 1:  Immy, Anas, Isla, Theo, Franklin, Hannah, Roxy, Sam, Sadie, 

Oliver, Otti, Oscar 
 

Year 2:  Kai, Albert, Sayfoddine, Henry, David, Olivia, Courtney, Reagan, 

Mollie-Mae, Thomas, Andrew, Spencer 
 

Year 3:  Melis, Amy, Olivia, Toby, Marius, Joel, Ben, Max E, Indiah, 

Leia, Annabelle, Alex, Abigail, Henry, Max M, Ava, Chloe 
 

Year 4:  Adam A, Leila, Serin, Ottie, Jasmine, Lois, Hugh, Nathaniel, 

Molly, Keenan, Noah, Adam R, Elsie, Erin, Nathan, Aaron 
 

Year 5:  Molly, Toby, Megan, Phoenix, Isla, Tommy, Olivia, Isam, Oliver, 

Isabella, Chloe, Sophie, Yana, Mehde, Elsie 
 

Year 6:  Anna, Chloe S, Chloe AP, Aimee, Nathaniel, James B, Salma, 

Talya, Sophie, Abigail, Alfie, Gwennie, Oliver, Kara, Aidan, 

Rachel 

 

 

Attendance awards do not include any absences due to Covid 

 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations!   
 

Congratulations to Mrs Barrasso (and Mr Barrasso) who 
gave birth to baby Mya in the early hours of Wednesday 

morning! 
Mum and baby are doing well and are now back at home. 



 

 


