
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 

 
I am aware that many of you have already heard the tragic news regarding one of our Year 2 families. 

This is obviously an extremely difficult time for this particular family, but also our school community as a 
whole. 

 
I would like to reassure you that we will be closely monitoring all of the children within the class and 

supporting them as appropriate over the coming weeks and months. 
 

In the meantime, the following websites may be of use to you. Both are aimed at supporting the needs 
of children who have been bereaved. 

 
www.childbereavement.org.uk 

 

www.winstonswish.org.uk 
 

The following reminders for parents and carers are some key points taken from the Winston’s Wish site. 
These may be of use to you whilst supporting your own child through this time: 
 

 Remember that ‘super parents’ don’t exist. Just do what you can, when you can. Be gentle on 
yourself. 

 There is more than one way to support your child. Choose the things that you feel most 
comfortable with. 

 Accept that some things just can’t be ‘made better’ in a short space of time. 

 Talk to your child using words they understand and ask questions to check they have 
understood. 

 Give information a bit at a time if your child is younger. Pieces of the ‘jigsaw puzzle’ can be put 
together over time to make the picture complete. 

 Show your child how you are feeling; it helps them to know it’s ok to show their feelings too. 

 Encourage your child to ask questions and keep answering them – even if it’s for the 100th time. 

 Answer questions honestly and simply; and be willing to say “I don’t know”. 

 Try to find ways in which children can be involved. 

 Keep talking about the person who has died. 

 Trust yourself and your instincts – you haven’t forgotten how to parent your child. 

 Look after yourself too. 
 

If we can be of any help or provide further support regarding talking to your child about this, please do 
contact me via the school office. 

When the time is right, we will do something for the family as a whole school. In the meantime, we wish 
to respect their privacy as they grieve and come to terms with their loss. 

 
Our thoughts are with you all at this time. 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
Friday 4th December 2020 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 
 Year 6 with 100%  

 

Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Early Years, Year 1, Year 6 No lates – well done! 
Year 2, Year 5   2 lates 
Year 4     6 lates 

Year 3     8 lates 

Attendance figures do not include those children having to self-isolate/quarantine due to Covid. 

http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/
http://www.winstonswish.org.uk/


Christmas at Sandridge 
 

We have been getting ready for Christmas at Sandridge this week.  Thank you to school 
council members who helped Miss Roberts decorate our Christmas trees - in a socially 

distanced way, of course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Christmas Cards at School 
 

Unfortunately, this year we will not be able to have our Sandridge post box in the  
reception area.  If they want to, children can still send Christmas cards to each other BUT only 

to those in their class bubble. 
 

We have heard from DPD that the Christmas Cards the children have designed are delayed 
slightly.  We are now expecting them on Monday and will send them home with children as 

soon as we receive them here. 

Parent Forum feedback 
 

Apologies for the delay in getting the Parent Forum minutes out to all parents but, as I’m sure 
you will understand, other things have had to take precedence this week. 

They will be emailed out next week. 

Children Absent from School  
 

If your child is unwell and is unable to attend school, please contact the school office with a 
specific reason for absence by 9am on the first day of absence and keep us regularly informed 

of their progress and expected return date. 
 

A message can be left on the school absence line (01727 850576, opt 1) at any time or an 
email may be sent to admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk. 

 

It is especially important during the Coronavirus pandemic that we know what symptoms your 
child has; please do not leave a message saying your child is simply “unwell”.  Thank you. 

Our Christmas Dinner and Dress-Up Day 
 is Wednesday 16th December! 

 

All children (and staff) are invited to come to school 
in fancy dress with a Christmas theme.  There is no 

need to bring any money – it’s just for fun! 
 

If your child would like Christmas dinner and they 
usually have school dinners they just need to order 
either turkey or vegetable wellington in the morning 
as normal (there is no yellow option).  There is no 

need to make a special payment. 
 

If your child does not have school dinners, but 
would like a Christmas dinner, they can also order 

on the morning.  If your child has any 
allergies/intolerances meaning they need a modified 
menu, please contact the school office.  Meals are 
free for those in Reception and KS1.  Those in KS2 

will need to pay £2.65 via School Gateway. 

mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk


Bikeability 
 

Our Year 6s battled with the cold and rain to take part in their cycle training this week.  We are 
pleased that they all passed!  Well done to them all and thank you to our team of cycling 

instructors. 

A virtual story from Mr Boxer! 
 

 

Hertfordshire parent/carer survey – Neglect Matters campaign 
 

The Hertfordshire ‘Neglect Matters’ campaign is being launched in early 2021 in partnership with the 
NSPCC and will focus on intervening at the earliest opportunity to prevent neglect and the impact that it 

has on children, young people and families. 
 

In order to help shape the campaign and the services they later develop countywide to support families 
they would be grateful for your views. 

 
They are asking parents and carers to complete a survey to help them understand what neglect means 

to them. The survey is very short (only 8 questions in total) and takes only 3 minutes to complete. All 
answers are completely anonymous, and you don’t have to have experienced neglect to take part. 

 
They would like to hear from a variety of parents and carers of all ages, communities and backgrounds 

– whether you’re biological parents, adoptive parents, grandparents, foster carers and so on. 
 

Your feedback will help to build up a clearer picture and ultimately shape a campaign that will be most 
relevant to Hertfordshire and the people living here. Protecting children is everyone’s business, so 

please do help by completing the survey at: https://bit.ly/HertsNSPCCsurvey. 

Mr Boxer, our Chair of Governors, had been 
kindly volunteering his time in Early Years on 
a weekly basis, before Covid-19 put a stop to 
this.  The highlight of his visit was the story 

he read to the children.   
 

He surprised them this week by dropping in 
for a virtual visit to read them all a story! 

 
Thank you, Mr Boxer, it was great to see 

you! 

https://bit.ly/HertsNSPCCsurvey


Outdoor Learning 
 

Year 3 
 

This week, in our outdoor learning, we first played a game called Bat and Moth. We formed a 
circle and one person went in the middle as the bat and was blind-folded. Another person was 
also in the circle as a moth. The bat would say the word ‘bat’ and as soon as they did the moth 
had to respond with ‘moth’ to allow the bat to follow the sound of their voice and try to catch the 

moth. This helped us understand how bats use echolocation to hunt at night. 
 

We then went off into groups of 2s, 3s and 4s. We had to collect natural resources to create a 
piece of artwork. We could create a picture of anything. Here are some pictures of our finished 

masterpieces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 6 
 

In Art, Year 6 have been discussing collage and will be creating a landscape collage using a 
variety of materials. To get inspired and link to Forest Schools, they went outside to do a 

natural collage. They had to create a piece which linked to anything in nature, thinking carefully 
about what colours and textures they would be able to find at this point in the year. See if you 

can guess what some of their creations are! 



This week we celebrated the birthdays of: 
 

James B – Year 6   Alex –   Year 3 
Phoebe – Year 6   Albert – Year 2 

Phenomenal Phonics awards this 
week go to: 

 
Year 2:  Sayfoddine 
Year 1:  Lizzy 
Recep:  Aras 
  

This week’s awards for 
Star Writer go to:  

 
   

 
Year 5:  Erin  
Year 4:  Cameron 
Year 3:  Olivia 
 
 

 
Year 2:  Henry 

Early Years:  Charlie 

PTA News 
 

Santa Dash! 
 

Don’t forget to sign up for our Santa Dash before next Friday 11th December!   
 

You simply need to run or walk 1 mile (or more!) and donate to Sandridge School.  Sign up 
before 11th December to receive your Santa hat.  Complete your run or walk, wearing your 

Santa hat, any time over the weekend of 12th/13th December and send us your photos for the 
Newsletter!  These can be uploaded to the Santa Dash website and also emailed to 

admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk. 
 

Sign up using the link below: 
https://www.njuko.net/sandridge-santa-dash/select_competition 

 

This link is for our JustGiving page for those who would like to raise sponsorship money: 
https://www.JustGiving.com/sandridgesantadash 

 
Christmas Trees  

 

If you have pre-ordered a Christmas tree they will be available to collect from the playground 
tomorrow (Saturday 5th December) 

 
Smarties Challenge  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our Smarties Challenge.  We raised a fantastic 
£845.23!   

 
The class places are as follows: 

 

1st place – Year 1 
2nd place – Year 2 
3rd place – Year 5 
4th place – Year 3 
5th place – Year 4 

6th place - Early Years 
7th place – Year 6 

 
Congratulations and thank you to Year 1 who will be choosing the new books that the money is 

to be spent on. 
 

Thank you for all your support! 
 

mailto:admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk
https://www.njuko.net/sandridge-santa-dash/select_competition
https://www.justgiving.com/sandridgesantadash


 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

Always persevering at whatever she does and developing her self-belief: Stephanie  
 

Displaying great perseverance and self-belief during Phonics this week: Olivia S  
 

Demonstrating amazing levels of respect when discussing sensitive and emotional issues this 

week:  All of Year 2 
 

 Showing great respect for your classmates, the adults in school and the equipment: Ava 
 

Persevering with all challenges in her learning to produce the best work that she can: Jasmine 
 

Being kind and considerate, involving everyone in a game equally: Bella  
 

Persevering with tricky maths problems and believing in himself: Kayden 

 

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for being an amazing “star angel” and  

remembering her words so well!  Avarie   
 

Simply being a very lovely, brave and enthusiastic boy!  Harry P 
 

Working so hard in all areas of his learning this week: Anas 
 

Showing such an interest in our new science unit and using his own time to learn even more 

information about animals: Andrew 
 

Showing fantastic enthusiasm in our outdoor learning, you have been focused and worked 

really well in a team: Max M 
 

A high standard of work during his afternoon learning with Mrs Fowle: Jack  
 

Being an absolute star and challenging yourself in maths: Donny-Lee 
 

Having a positive attitude in all areas of learning, especially in maths: Chloe S  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Fantastic ball skills and co-ordination in PE: George  
 

Showing such enthusiasm with her dance moves in the Nativity: Lilly  
 

Supporting Year 1 to learn new steps to dances in our nativity: Mollie-Mae 
 

Showing brilliant improvement in learning our Disney dances: Leia 
 

Enthusiastic participation, movement and teamwork in our basketball games in PE: Jennie 
 

Engaging yourself more enthusiastically in the Daily Mile: Olivia F 
 

Excellent understanding of rules and tactics in basketball: James P 

 


