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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Hello everyone! We thought we’d start up the weekly newsletter again from today which will include examples
of learning from home and school each week.
We can also include useful information, top tips and important updates when needed.
You will have heard, this week, that the Prime Minister has said children will not be returning to the classroom
until at least the 8th March. Even then, we know nothing is guaranteed. It is disheartening, therefore, to
realise that remote learning will need to continue well into next half-term. We struggle with the concept of this
as much as you probably do.
The entire school community is doing brilliantly and we will continue to do our best as we know you and your
child/ren will too.
Remote Learning Provision
Our Remote Learning Plan is now on the website: https://www.sandridge.herts.sch.uk/parents/remotelearning/ where you can read more detailed information about our provision of the remote curriculum.
We are more than aware of the pressures parents are under with remote learning, particularly those of you
who are also trying to work and hold down jobs. It is incredibly challenging and we sympathise with you all.
We also know that children don’t always want to do the work for their parents and can be a little ‘tricky’ when
it comes to being motivated!
Do remember, you do not need to teach them. The staff are still providing the actual teaching via videos
and/or slides with voice overs along with some modelling or demonstrations. They may need you to facilitate
the lesson by helping them to access the materials and tasks but once children know what they need to do,
they should be left to work on the task as independently as possible (with the exception of some pupils with
SEND).
Please don’t feel they have to keep going on a task until they have done every single part of it. We know
some work is being submitted later in the day because parents are telling us that their child took a really long
time completing it. Do be aware that, in a typical lesson, the teacher would deliver the lesson objective and
related new content for approx. 20-25 mins then children would work on a task for approx. 30-35 mins before
the teacher bringing them all together to discuss the learning that has taken place. So, please feel your child
can submit what they have managed to do by the deadline (as long as they have tried their best).
Do check if your child has any feedback or corrections to respond to; especially in Maths and English where
this is more likely. Thank you.
If you are having any issues, you can always send a comment via Google to the class teacher or contact the
office if you need any advice from Mrs Thompson, our SENCo.
Covid-19 Lateral Flow Testing
You may be aware that the Department for Education has recently announced that it will start a programme
of asymptomatic Covid-19 testing in primary schools, school-based nurseries and maintained nursery
schools.
Lateral Flow Device (LFD) tests have been widely and successfully used to detect Covid-19 in asymptomatic
individuals. No test is perfect, but the speed and convenience of LFD tests supports detection of the virus in
asymptomatic individuals who would not otherwise be tested.
Sandridge staff began the testing programme this week and will test twice weekly. This is likely to continue
even when schools fully re-open for all pupils. However, we hope that this will help in reducing the
transmission of the virus in school and in our wider community and will not be too disruptive to staff and
families.
Please note: the Lateral Flow Device testing programme is for staff only. No pupils will be tested.
Enjoy the newsletter; we hope it will help you to feel connected to the wider school community.
Keep up the amazing efforts and stay safe and well.
Have a good weekend (walking again)! 

Skipping and ‘Around the World’ Virtual Challenges
Attached to this newsletter are details of two fun challenges all children
can take part in.
How many skips can you do in 2 minutes? Find out and log your details
on the online individual challenge form. Why not get the family involved
and create a team of 4 and see how many total skips you can all do in 4
minutes? Log your results on the team challenge form.
You can also take part in our Virtual Around the World Challenge by
completing 5 sets of 10 minutes of physical activity each week. 10
minutes = 1 mile travelled. Log all your activities on the personal
challenge form and see how far you can get ‘around the world’ by
Easter!
If you would like to send in photos of you (or your mums and dads!)
taking part in either of the challenges we can feature them in the
newsletters over the coming weeks (send to
admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk). Good luck and have fun!

RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch
This weekend is the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch. If you want to get involved then click on the
links below for further information:
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/globalassets/downloads/biggardenbirdwatch/2021/how-toresources/eng_id-print_at_home--min.pdf

Over the Christmas break and in January, the following children celebrated their
birthdays:
Henry D, Elizabeth T, Elsie-Rose, Evie C, Oliver P, Talya, Amr,
Noah, Courtney, Ava H, Ella, Regan, Mason, William B, Aaron,
Salma, Matilda, Spencer, Aimee

This week’s learning in school and at home
Year 6
In Science this week, Year 6 have been learning about fossils and what they have taught
scientists about evolution. They had to find a fossil, make it, explain what it is and where it
came from and then write a short piece about the discovery of their fossil (imagining they were
a palaeontologist).

Year 5
We have been doing reversible and irreversible changes this week in Science and we made
carbon dioxide by mixing vinegar and bicarbonate of soda. We also made plastic by mixing
vinegar and warm milk.
In Geography, we learnt about why the rainforests are so important to us. We looked at foods,
medicines, people, oxygen and biodiversity.

Year 4
In Science, we have learnt about solids, liquids and gases and studied the water cycle,
drawing our own labelled diagrams that show the key vocabulary and the way the cycle works.
In Geography we investigated the River Nile, discovering important facts and statistics which
we put on an information sheet.
In Art, we have used the mountain prints of Hokusai to inspire our own work. We designed
and made printed blocks using a variety of materials to add texture. Some children were able
to use paint or ink to print with their blocks.

Year 3
In Geography, Year 3 have been learning about their local area. This week we looked at what
services are in our local area and then created our own town, having to think about what
services are important and where we might place them.
Melis would love to have a school close to her home because she’d like to go to school by
scooter or on foot. She’d love to have an airport because she wants to go to Turkey and for her
grandmother to come here to visit. For her third choice, she’d love to have a food shop,
preferably KFC, because she really loves those chickens!
Marius thinks the important services are a petrol station, so we can drive to town, a
supermarket so we have food, and a police station so we are safe.
Ava chose a school, supermarket, and a hospital, because they are all important services that
people would need in the local area.

Year 2
In Year 2 this week, we have made the most of the snow. We had a range of winter themed
outdoor learning activities that we could complete including; designing our own sledge and
writing instructions about how to make it, creating bird feeders and snow painting using food
colouring and water colours.

Year 1
Last week Year 1 learnt all about daily and seasonal weather changes. We completed a daily
weather diary to observe the changes within the week and then made a bar graph to show the
frequency of weather. We were lucky enough to have all different types of weather; rain, wind,
sun AND snow!
We made the most of the snow on Monday and Tuesday and had lots of fun making snow
people and going on a winter hunt but, sadly, by Wednesday the snow had melted away. So,
for Art, we decided to make our own snowflakes using the natural environment!

Early Years
Early Years enjoyed investigating the snow at home…

…and at school!

We also investigated and followed animal tracks just like the Gruffalo’s child! “Aha Oho, a track
in the snow! Whose are these tracks and where do they go?” On the field, at school, we think
we have found evidence of fox, pheasant, squirrel, rat, cat, badger tracks and a print of a bird
of prey's stretched out feathers! At home, Stephanie found a deer track and Artie even found a
badger’s jaw skeleton! Click on the link to see what these animal tracks look like in the snow:
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2017/12/animal-tracks-snow-print-identification/

Now the snow has gone, you can still spot animal tracks in the mud (which there is plenty of
everywhere!). Look at the Nature Detectives ‘Fantastic Tracks’ sheet attached to this
newsletter to help you identify the different creatures.

