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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
For two consecutive years, now, children and young people have experienced unprecedented disruption
to their education as a result of Covid-19. Last year, the government announced £1 billion of funding to
support children to catch up, stating “The aggregate impact of lost time in education will be substantial,
and the scale of our response, must match the scale of the challenge.”
This funding included a one-off universal £650 million catch-up premium for this academic year to
ensure schools have the support they need to help all pupils make up for lost time – and this was before
the most recent lockdown and second school closure! Our ‘Curriculum Recovery Strategy’ supported by
the Covid grant, is prioritising the following:





Ensuring high quality PSHE and pastoral provision to support pupils’ return to school
Ensuring all pupils are accurately baselined to identify gaps / learning needs
Mapping out provision based on these assessments and regularly reviewing it in order to ensure
maximum progress; and
A rapid and sustained catch-up that allows all children to access the curriculum for their year
group (or their more personalised curriculum if they have additional needs).

A lot of actions in our strategy were already put in place at the start of the Autumn term: transition days,
additional PSHE sessions, small group and 1:1 interventions, support for mental health and emotional
wellbeing and access to remote education as required.
Following our teacher assessments in December, we had planned a series of teacher-led interventions
for targeted pupils in identified classes to be started in January and then…school closure, again.
Last week, we hit the ground running and began these interventions. Currently and for the first fortnight
back after Easter, we are focusing on the children we had identified in December – those that are
working just below age-related expectations in Maths and/or Writing– with the aim of getting them to
age-related by the end of the academic year.
A few weeks into next term, teachers will carry out assessments again and we can see where children
are compared to where they were at the end of the Autumn term. Interventions and other catch-up
provision will then be based on this data, moving forward.
Teachers will talk to you about any interventions your child may be having or may need next term in next
week’s parent consultations. Do sign up if you haven’t done so already.
Much of the conversation in these ‘meetings’ will be about how we can work together to maximise your
child’s progress and achievement in the Summer term so it would be great if teachers could say they
spoke to each and every child’s parent/carer.
In the meantime – have a good weekend 

End of Term
Term ends next Friday 26th March. The staggered finish times are as follows:
Year 4 and Year 6 – 1.00pm
Year 2, Year 3, Year 5 – 1.15pm
Early Years, Year 1 – 1.30pm
We return to school on Monday 12th April – at the usual staggered times.

Parent / Teacher Consultations – next week
There are still a few parents who have not booked their appointment time with their child’s
class teacher. Please go to https://sandridge.schoolcloud.co.uk/ to do this.
Teachers’ availability is as follows:
Monday 22nd March – Years 5 and 6
Tuesday 23rd March – Years 2 and 4
Wednesday 24th March – Early Years and Mrs Thompson (SENCO)
Thursday 25th March – Years 1 and 3
Click on this link for details about how video calls work, including information on how two
parents can join from different locations (a new feature from last term):
https://support.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/article/801-video-parents-how-to-attend-appointments-over-video-call.

The Sandridge 10k is BACK this year, bigger and better and more flexible than ever before!
The committee are looking for help with the following:
1 If you own (or work for) a company who would like an exciting corporate sponsorship
opportunity get in touch ASAP with Emma 07956498804 / sandridge10k@gmail.com
2

If you have skills in event management or marketing, and would like to be part of
the committee, please contact Emma on above details.
Thank you and we look forward to hearing from you!
School Nursing Service

You may not be aware that you can self-refer your child to the school nursing service. They
can offer support and advice on topics such as relationships, eating, sleeping, behaviour, and
feeling sad or angry.
Text your school nurse on 07480635050 or look for an on line referral form on
www.hct.nhs.uk/our-services/school-nursing.
You can also seek advice for teenagers on www.healthforteens.co.uk.
There is also an interactive website for children and parents www.healthforkids.co.uk.
Children with long hair
Please ensure children with long hair have it tied up, especially on PE days.
You may like to put a spare hair band in their bags. Thank you.
The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Chloe AP, Sadie, Oliver, Alex, James

Year 6
In Science this week, Year 6 were investigating which materials reflected and absorbed the
light most effectively. They had to use their knowledge of previous learning to predict what the
material would do, then test each of the materials. The Sun decided to come out during the
lesson, so they had to make the room as dark as possible and find the darkest places (like
under the tables) to get the best results!

Year 5
In Year 5 this week, we have been botanists and studied the structure of a flower. We learnt
about the female and male parts and then carefully dissected daffodils to find each part. We
were amazed at how many ovules they had and we could clearly see the stamen and the
carpel.
In Maths, we have started to multiply fractions by whole numbers. We exploded onto our tables
to explore the different ways we could draw and write the calculations before answering them
and converting improper fractions into mixed numbers.

Year 4
This week in Year 4, we have been learning about continuous data by interpreting information
on line and time graphs. We have also been using our times tables knowledge to help us
calculate divisions. In our English work, we have been telling each other anecdotes inspired by
some of the brilliant narrative poems by Michael Rosen – we have now started to draft our own
poems and have been making each other laugh. To continue our work on coasts in
Geography, we have looked at some old photographs of the Victorians at the seaside and
compared them with what we do today. We also worked well in teams during PE to get from
one side of the football pitch to the other carrying beanbags, balls and hoops.

Year 3
In our art lesson this week with Emmy-Lou we looked at Pablo Picasso. Step-by-step we were
shown how to draw the different parts of the face. Using the chalk, we coloured in the different
areas of the background and blended it. Then we used the black paint to make the colours
stand out more.

Year 2
In Science this week, we learnt about Rachel Carson, a famous marine biologist. Rachel
studied the oceans and researched life cycles of ocean creatures to write her book ‘The Sea
Around Us’. When she was conducting her research, she noticed that the ocean had
chemicals in it from pesticides that are used to kill insects in farms and gardens. She realised
that if the ocean had chemicals in it then the animals living in the ocean also had the harmful
chemicals in their bodies.
We conducted an experiment of our own to find out how the chemicals on the land ended up in
the ocean. We created a small world in some trays using water for the ocean, rocks for the
land and Duplo for the houses and we took a sample of the ocean water. Then, we created
rain and took a sample of the ocean water to see if it changed. Finally, we added some
pesticides (sprinkles) to the land and made it rain again and took a final sample of the water.

Year 1
This half term, Year 1 have been learning about the story ‘Paddington’ by Michael Bond. We
learnt how to write a postcard and we decided to write one from Paddington to Aunt Lucy,
telling Aunt Lucy what happened when he arrived at Paddington Station in London!

Early Years
This week we have been thinking about spring. Older (Reception) children were partners with
younger (Nursery) children to spot signs of spring on a lovely walk. We are looking forward to
the time that we can pair up with much older buddies in the school! We collected signs of
spring (catkins, petals, leaves, buds etc.) and stuck them onto a sample strip.
The older children have helped create and write a group ‘Acrostic’ spring poem (see below)
and the younger children have drawn a lovely spring picture. The children looked closely at
spring flowers and named the parts of a flower. All children in Early Years have made an
observational drawing (with chalks, paints, tissue paper, pencils) of spring flowers. We have
looked at PowerPoint photos, videos, stories and fiction books that are about the springtime.
We named adult spring animals and found out the name of their baby animals.
We also made lovely spring crowns!

Spring By Green Group
Spring up!
Petals in the wind
Rain comes
Insects come out
Nests
Grow seeds

Spring By Yellow Group
Spring is here
Pretty blossom
Rain falls
I see baby animals
New animals
Got to find Easter eggs

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Year 2: Spencer
Early Years: Aras

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Matty
Year 1: Sadie
Year 2: Adriana

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Joel
Adam
Donny-Lee
Kayden

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Making an amazing robot model in school and doing fantastic maths at home: George
Persevering with her finger spaces and making a massive improvement in her writing: Elsbeth
Having a fantastic attitude to work this week and persevering when work is tricky! Charlie H
Amazing self-belief & perseverance in Maths and being willing to challenge yourself: Olivia H
Showing perseverance and self-belief with his learning enabling him to produce work of a high
standard and quality: Aaron W
Making sure his friends were being treated equally: William
Persevering with all challenging tasks and having a positive attitude: Salma

Certificates of Merit
Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for making a fabulous poster of her dog! Harper
Trying really hard this week with all her work – well done! Imogen
Being a superstar reader this week both at school and at home! Theo
Amazing maths this week and trying so hard with her learning: Arisha
Brilliant engagement in history this week and joining in with class discussions: Elizabeth T
Making an excellent effort with all her learning this week and working well with others: Millie
Really challenging herself and amazing me with her positive attitude towards maths: Ella
Fantastic maths this week! Bailey

Sporting Certificates
Joining in so well in our PE lessons with Mr Sinclair: Sara
Good listening skills in gymnastics this week: Lizzy B
Really improving your posture in PE and listening to instructions and following safety rules: Kai
Fantastic engagement and enthusiasm in PE this week: Anabelle
Good movement and teamwork in our basketball games during PE: Jack M
Wonderful creativity in gymnastics: Isam
Excellent effort and team work during basketball: Sophie D

