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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
It seems strange to be writing the end of term newsletter having only had a few weeks of
normal(ish) school life! And to think after the holiday, it will be the summer term…
Thank you for signing up and virtually attending parent consultations this week. It seemed the right
point in the term to discuss how your child is coping with the return to school and all that this entails
– the routine, friendships and, of course, the learning.
As you know, teachers have carried out more formal assessments in Reading, Writing and Maths
this week to help inform their planning for next term.
From the very brief conversations I have had with teachers, so far, it seems that the majority of
children have maintained their reading levels and arithmetic skills but much work will be needed on
spelling, grammar and the reasoning/problem-solving aspects of Maths for the remainder of this
academic year, at least.
During the Easter break, I will be looking at the assessment data and at the start of next term we
will plan specific interventions for targeted pupils and small groups. Some of these may even be
before or after school, in order to help pupils catch-up.
Homework tasks will be more specifically tailored to plugging gaps and supporting individual needs.
We hope you will continue to work with us to ensure any work sent home is completed
independently and to the best of your child’s ability.
The phrase ‘It takes a village to raise a child’ has never been more apt. We all have a lot of work to
do – together – in order to ensure our children are happy, engaged and achieving their potential
once again. However, we also want to be mindful of getting the balance right between catching up
on lost learning and supporting children’s emotional wellbeing which, I think we can all agree, has
taken quite a knock over the past year.
Huge thanks to our volunteer MSAs who have given up their time over the last few weeks to
support on the playground during the lunch break – it has really made a difference to staff
wellbeing. So, to the following parents: Mrs Kenner, Mrs Heffer, Mrs Bailey, Mrs Tomkins, Mrs
Burrows, Ms Mockeridge, Mrs Chekairi, Mrs Atilganer, Mrs Dixon, and to governor; Ms Archer –
THANK YOU!
Finally, I hope you all have a restful break – you will see a reminder about the change in lockdown
rules from Monday. Please follow the guidance and be safe – we all want (and need) the roadmap
out of lockdown to remain on track!
Have a great Easter – see you all on 12th April (at the same staggered start times) 

Covid Procedures for School over the Easter holidays
If your child tests positive for Coronavirus at any point during the Easter break, please notify us
as soon as possible, so we can complete the relevant track and trace process with Public
Health, if required, and notify other children and staff who have been close contacts and who
may need to self-isolate.
Please contact us by emailing admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk. Please do not telephone the
absence line as this won’t be covered during the holidays. Thank you.

Covid Rule Changes
Hertfordshire County Council has asked us to share this important update
with you ahead of the Easter holidays:
As we go into the Easter holidays, and some Government guidance changes
around socialising outside and outdoor sport, it’s so important that we don’t let
our guard down and increase the risk of Covid-19 outbreaks when schools
return.
From Monday 29th March, you can;
•

Meet up outside (including in private gardens) with six other people, or as
two households.

•

Take part in formally organised outdoor sports with any number of people
(outdoor sports venues and facilities will be able to reopen).

•

Childcare and supervised activities will be allowed outdoors for all children.

You and your family can continue to keep yourselves and others safe by:
•

Washing your hands regularly, for at least 20 seconds with soap and warm
water or using an antibacterial hand sanitiser if soap and water isn’t
available.

•

Keeping socially distanced, staying at least 2 metres away from those not
in your immediate household.

•

Wearing a face-covering where required and when it is difficult to socially
distance.

•

Self-isolating and getting tested if you develop symptoms

•

Not socialising indoors with anyone who isn’t in your immediate household.
You’re not allowed to have sleepovers or playdates, even if your child
is in a school bubble.

•

Not sending children back to school ill or with symptoms of Covid-19 after
the Easter break – if your child is sick, please keep them at home.

Second-hand Uniform
Emma Burrows, our PTA Chair, has lots of second hand uniform in good condition,
ready to go to new homes (free of charge)!
There are sweatshirts and sweatcardis, pinafores and summer dresses. If you would like
some, please text Emma on 07979504014, letting her know what you would like and the size.

Families Hertfordshire Magazine March/April
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/fh97ma21m?fr=sMTYyNDMzMjk
wMTU
The above link takes you to the online version of the magazine. It has
lots of great features to read, competitions, recipes and some ideas
for making outside time a little bit more exciting!

Author Event for Year 3
Following on from their virtual
author event back in
December, this week each
child in Year 3 received a copy
of the book ‘Kites’ by Simon
Mole as a gift from
Hertfordshire Libraries.
Thank you so much to the
Library Service for arranging
the event and for the very
generous gift.

Save the Bees by Toby C!
Yesterday in my optional homework I found out that bees
are in danger. In the USA, 7 types of bee have been
recently added to the list of endangered species!
As some children may have noticed, I have been putting up
notes around school saying things like “plant flowers!” and
“save bees!” If they haven’t, then maybe you can tell them
and help save bees (please do)!

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Melis, Jemima

Year 6
In Forest School, Year 6 had to design a snake trap. Here are the rules they had to follow:





The trap must be camouflaged
Part of the trap must be suspended above the ground
Part of the trap must be under the ground
You must be able to reset your trap

Year 6 were amazingly creative with this – we would all be safe if a snake appeared on the
school grounds! Phew!

Year 5
In Year 5, we have been researching different UK based businesses and their use of
sustainable palm oil in the products they sell. We wanted to make them aware of the damage
to the rainforests if we continue to use unsustainable palm oil. We then wrote some persuasive
letters including all the best ways we could think of to get them to listen to us. The children
wrote their letters, edited them and then typed them up ready to post.

Year 4
In Year 4 this week, we have found out about the different ways mountains are formed and
produced information booklets to demonstrate our knowledge and understanding. We have
also made information posters that advertise a coastal resort. We had great fun with our
outdoor learning and used teamwork to build giant nests in our groups.

Year 3
This week Year 3 took their maths learning outside to explore capacity. We were given a
variety of different containers of varying sizes and shapes and using our investigative skills we
had to work out how much each container could hold and solve a range of questions linking to
the containers.

Year 2
Neil Armstrong visit by Reagan and Kai
Neil Armstrong came to our classroom and we interviewed him. It was really fun and we were
able to find out lots of information.
Here are some of the questions we asked and the answers:
Q What did the moon feel like?
A It was very bumpy and dusty; it’s a bit like a desert.
Q Was it hot or cold?
A I couldn’t really tell because of my thick space suit which kept me really warm.

Year 1
This week for Forest School, we made houses for animals. I built mine using sticks, bricks,
twigs and branches because we thought these would look good for our house. Then we made
it even better by using bits of wood from the bushes and we made a bedroom by putting leaves
inside for the bed and putting a roof on to make it waterproof so the animals don't get wet.
by Theo

An egg-citing week in Early Years!
We have been focusing on eggs this week! We started by observing the inside of raw and boiled hen’s
eggs. We found out that the white is called albumen. Matilda said ’I've learnt that it has a twisty bit
(inside) and I didn't even know that it had a twisty bit!’. When observing the hard-boiled eggs the
children said: ‘It feels soft and smooth’ (Matty) and 'It feels squidgy' (Artie).
You can click here to see what all the parts of an egg are called:
https://www.sites.ext.vt.edu/virtualfarm/poultry/poultry_eggparts.html
We used our fine motor skills to peel the shell off the hard boiled eggs all by ourselves - when we had
finished Sara said ‘Well done everyone!’. Then, we mashed them to make egg sandwiches (with
cress). Yum yum!

Other ‘eggciting’ activities included making Easter nest cakes, cards and egg rolling experiments to see
which surface the egg would crack on! Mrs Hardie even did an ‘eggsperiment’ to get a hard-boiled egg
to be sucked into a bottle!
We all had a go at being Humpty Dumpty and ‘falling’ off the wall! Casper said ‘All the four Humpty
Dumpties fall off the wall and the King's men and horses can't fix them’.
Oscar said ‘The men could have put a plaster on him and he could be fixed.’ He was sad and hurt
because he had a crack on him.’ ‘I tripped on a stone and hurt myself but I was ok.’ Charly said
‘‘Humpty fell off the wall and he was broken. I cry when I get hurt!’
Even Miss Roberts joined us and went down the slide a few times but luckily she didn't break like
Humpty Dumpty!

On Thursday in the Early Years garden, Avarie and Harper discovered a most unusual occurrence - a
creature had made a nest and laid a giant egg! They ran inside and told their friends who came out to
investigate. They all helped build a barrier around the nest to make sure it was undisturbed and
waited… Ideas for what was inside were: ‘a dragon’ (Charlie) or a ‘unicorn’ (Imogen) or a ‘diplodocus’
(Artie). Today, when we looked outside we couldn’t believe our eyes when it had hatched – and was
actually full of Easter treats! Scattered all over the garden as well were lots of tiny chocolate eggs...
The children had an Easter egg hunt and then the eggs and treats were shared between them all to eat
at home! Happy Easter everyone!

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Year 2: David
Year 1: Malak
Early Years: Artie

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Sara
Year 1: Lizzy
Year 2: Reagan

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Noah
Jasmine
Theo
Alfie

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Persevering and enjoying every minute of her learning this week! Matilda
Persevering with her maths this week and completing all of the warm chilli challenge: Otti
Really persevering with our special booklets this week: Albert
Fantastic equality and teamwork in maths this week when working with your group
investigating capacity: Toby, Indiah, Melis
Showing perseverance and self-belief in all her learning: Elsie
Persevering so enthusiastically to make corrections on his maths test: Mehde
Being consistent with his neat and beautiful cursive handwriting: Alfie

Certificates of Merit
Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for lots of independent writing: Avarie
Playing more inside and outside & trying new activities with different friends: Aliza
Putting 100% effort into every aspect of her learning this week: Amna
Amazing writing this week and working so hard: Courtney
Having a wonderful attitude to all your learning: Michael
Being polite and thoughtful and always trying his best in his learning: Nathaniel
Being so helpful to others in computing lessons: Freddie
Having a great sense of humour and making us laugh everyday: Chloe AP

Sporting Certificates
Being willing to persevere with the Daily Mile: Charly
Showing great control when passing the ball on target in basketball this week: Anas
Showing fantastic balancing and climbing skills in PE this week: Sayfoddine
Showing lovely control in gymnastics this week when balancing and jumping: Florence
Excellent teamwork in PE: Noah PK
Becoming so much more confident in PE and participating brilliantly: Chloe L
Joining in enthusiastically in our impromptu aerobics class: Nathaniel

