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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
A couple of weeks ago, I said that Mrs Virji and I would be analysing attendance. We did this yesterday
and focused on the period following the full re-opening of schools; 8th March – 12th May. I am very
pleased to say that our overall attendance figure for this period is 97.5%, which is above the national
expectation (of 96%). It has not been this good for a very long time. This does not include any Covidrelated absences, however, even those absences have been minimal which is very pleasing. Year 2 had
the highest overall attendance figure, closely followed by Year 1 and Year 5. Well done everyone for
such fantastic attendance - let’s keep it up!
Punctuality, on the other hand, is not so good. We have tightened up on the closing of doors this week
and not allowed children to ‘slip in’ to the classroom after their start times.
This has proved very interesting with many pupils coming via the office to sign in late by 3-4 minutes
each day. A polite reminder, moving forward, that your child needs to be in their classroom just before
their start time of 8:30/8:45/9:00a.m. Doors will continue to be closed promptly. Thank you.
I would like to address the issue of parking once again. We have had a number of local residents
making contact with us this week to complain about the dangerous (and often illegal) parking near the
school, particularly on the corner of Langley Grove/Woodcock Hill.
Please could I ask that you be respectful of our neighbours but, more importantly, take into
consideration the number of pupils walking to school and crossing the roads at this time.
Whilst Woodcock Hill is, typically, a very calm and quiet road, the parental traffic around 8:30-9:00a.m
and 2:50-3:30p.m can make the area near the school site very busy.
It has felt like Christmas in school this week! We have been overwhelmed by your generosity as gifts from our class wish-lists - have poured in from Amazon every single day this week.
On Monday and Tuesday, the poor Amazon delivery man had to wheel in a gigantic trolley full of
parcels, packages and some very large boxes; causing much excitement (and that was just the
teachers)! A huge THANK YOU for your kindness. These items you have purchased will really make a
difference in the classroom – thank you again.
Finally, ‘Eid Mubarak’ to all our families celebrating Eid this week.
We hope you have had a joyful celebration.
Have a great weekend everyone – let’s hope we see some sunshine again soon 

Waterproof jackets at school please!
Please ensure all children have waterproof jackets/coats at school
every day. The weather is very changeable at the moment, so even if it
is sunny in the morning, it could be raining heavily by lunchtime.
We like children to get some fresh air and playtime outside, in all but
the heaviest of rain, so please make sure they have suitable clothing
with them each and every day! Thank you.
Growing into Reading
This week, Hertfordshire Libraries launched a new initiative ‘Growing into
Reading’ to encourage primary school children and families to get back into
the habit of visiting their local library regularly.
All children visiting the library will be gifted a giant bookmark and wildflower seed bomb (while
stocks last)! See Year 3’s paragraph below for more information about wildflower seed bombs!

Year 6
This week in Science, Year 6 have been investigating whether having more bulbs in a circuit
will affect the brightness of the bulbs. The children had to work as a team to decide how they
were going to connect their circuits; how they were going to ensure the test was fair; and had
to ensure that their data was recorded accurately.
After testing one, two and three bulbs in a circuit, they had to use their results to predict what
would happen if a fourth bulb was added to the circuit.

Year 5
In Year 5 this week, we have been doing some research into the different life cycles of
animals. We worked in teams to research an amphibian, insect, bird and mammal life cycle
and then shared what we had found out with each other. We then used our research to
compare the life cycles and to find differences and similarities between the animals. We
presented this in Venn diagrams to help to show our findings clearly.
We also carried out some artificial propagation with a streptocarpus plant. James, Theo, Yana
and Ella took leaf cuttings and planted them with homemade, plastic wallet 'greenhouses'.
We're keeping our fingers crossed that we will be able to see how this plant reproduces
asexually and will grow a new plant from a cutting of a parent plant.
In computing, we have been using a 3D design software called Sketch Up to create and
manipulate 3D images. This week, we built houses using the software, which required us to
have lots of patience and perseverance!

Year 4
In Science this week we have continued our work on sound by investigating different types of
musical instrument and discovering how to change pitch. We also learned about Hadrian’s
Wall and used historical evidence found at the site of Vindolanda to discover what life was like
for Romans 2000 years ago. We then took our Roman shields into the hall and practised a few
battle formations. Watch out for the tortoise and the wedge!

Year 3
Year 3’s outdoor learning saw us make wildflower seed bombs. We had to mix soil, clay and
water until it made a sticky mixture that could form small balls. Once we had the correct
consistency, we added in a mixture of wildflower seeds including poppies, foxgloves, ox eye
daisies and more. Once the bombs have dried, we will take one home each to drop, and we
will also scatter some around the school grounds. Hopefully soon we will have explosions of
wildflowers around school and the local area to help the bees and wildlife.

Year 2
This week in Maths, we have been continuing our learning about shapes. We were given a
sheet that had some shadows that had been made by mystery shapes and we had to work
out all of the shapes that could possibly be causing the shadow. We took some torches and
3D shapes and we were off!
We discovered that the triangular shadow could have been cast by many different shapes
including a triangular prism, tetrahedron, cone and all types of pyramid!
We found that some shapes could make more than one shadow depending on the direction
the light was coming from, for example a pentagonal prism could make a shadow in the shape
of a pentagon or a rectangle.

Year 1
For their Science lesson this week, Year 1 have been showing Miss Clothier everything they
have learnt in their unit, ‘materials’. We looked at the different objects, the material they are
made from, and different properties to describe it.
Hannah, "The ruler is made from wood. I would describe it as hard and a bit flexible."
Olivia said, "This is bubble wrap. It is made from plastic."
Oliver, "This wood is hard."
Eve, "Sandpaper is wood. It is rough and sandy."

Early Years
We must start with a huge thank you to parents who made donations this week, separate from our
Amazon wish list (https://www.amazon.co.uk/hz/wishlist/ls/2N7OQR8L0GRHF?ref_=wl_share).
Mrs Turnbull – a doll and buggy; Mrs Dench – 2 lovingly restored prams; Mrs Poole – beautiful dressing
up items (Miss Roberts even tried on the blond plait hair extension!), a karaoke machine and some
coveted red guitars!; Mrs Atilganer – who, after volunteering at lunchtimes, noticed that the children
would like more water squirters and tiaras and wands and mini bats and balls!

This week we are so lucky to have witnessed our three baby robins fledge. The baby robins were tiny,
fluffy, brown and very brave! They carefully climbed up onto the edge of their ‘nest-bag’ and after
fluttering about the undercover area for a short time, they had all flown away by the end of the day. It
has been lovely watching first-hand the parent robins making their nest, then feeding the baby birds
grubs, before the baby robins appeared to take their solo flights. Hopefully they will pop back to see us
from time to time.
Spencer also shared a nest that he had found. He explained that it had belonged to some blackbirds.
Our week learning about growing actually began with some children literally jumping up and down with
excitement and asking us to come and see the beans…which had grown so much over the weekend!
Older children are recording this growth in their bean diaries. We are going to plant them outside next
week and later add some other vegetables.

We have looked at how we grow from babies and Reception children have been writing about what
they will do ‘When I am an adult…’ including driving a car, sleeping in a double bed, going to bed
whenever they like and even becoming a spy! (Maybe the last one should be secret!).
Children brought in their baby photos and we played guess the baby and saw how much they had
changed!

We have also found time to learn to count in 5s using our hands to help us, and some of us have really
enjoyed using the blocks, generously bought by the PTA last year, like ‘falling dominoes’.

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Harper, Amy B

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Harry
Year 1: Isla
Year 2: David

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Artie
Year 1: Franklin
Year 2: All of Year 2!

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Olivia C
Dave
Erin
Abigail

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Reading, writing and spelling more confidently and with more perseverance: Evie RP
Persevering with his handwriting and presentation and making huge improvement: Oliver
Having respect for our school environment: Olivia L
Always following the school values. You are a role model to all in the class: Deni
Showing perseverance to improve and join his handwriting: Jack
Consistently being a REPS star! Yana
Persevering with challenging maths questions: Phoebe

Certificates of Merit
Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for being a kind friend and working hard: Oscar
Talking so maturely about her family: Matilda
Amazing work ethic. He tries his best in every lesson: Alex K
Having such interesting ideas in guided reading: Kai
Having an excellent attitude to your learning. You try your best in all lessons: Anabelle
Having an excellent attitude to all his learning: Cameron
Working so hard in her guided reading sessions and making brilliant progress: Smallone
Working hard across the curriculum & challenging himself in all lessons: Archie

Sporting Certificates
Fantastic running of the daily mile and joining in so well with our games: Imogen
Trying her best in the Daily Mile: Emily
Being such a sports star, showing fantastic skills and helping others to improve too: Albert
Continued effort in PE lessons, you try your best and follow instructions carefully: Elsie-Rose
Excellent javelin throwing and using a good technique to throw further each time: Hugh
Being a superstar thrower in our athletic lesson: Tommy
Showing an excellent range of skills in gymnastics this week: Talya

