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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
This week, we have had our Hertfordshire Improvement Partner, Sally Short, in school for her
delayed Spring term visit (all Covid protection measures observed)!
She and I conducted a learning walk and met with groups of children and their books to discuss
their learning, what they are most proud of and how they feel about our school.
In the afternoon, Miss Pratchett and Mrs Thompson joined us to discuss our monitoring and
subsequent actions for the ‘recovery of the curriculum’ since the full re-opening of schools on
the 8th March.
Sally enjoyed her visit immensely. She commented on how engaged and motivated the children
were and how inspired they were when talking about their learning and our school.
As a result of her visit, we have a few things to action:


consistency of language that teachers use when discussing ‘success criteria’/checklists



consistency of ‘spice’ names in Maths (and other subjects) – Mild, Warm, Hot, Spicy



ensuring there is consistency across the school with responding to children’s
improvements as a result of teachers’ marking



continuing to challenge all pupils and helping the children to understand that getting
everything ‘right’ (pages of ticks) is not a good thing; they need to get some wrong to
know it is challenging and developing them

We were pleased to have such positive feedback from Sally and for her to comment on the
children’s (and staff’s) hard work and commitment to ‘recovering the curriculum’ following the
heavily disrupted and challenging last two academic years.
Huge thanks to Mrs Hardie (supported by Miss Everall) for providing an amazing Forest School
INSET for a group of trainee teachers yesterday afternoon. The feedback was overwhelmingly
positive from the trainees and their course leader – they have already booked her for next
year’s group of Primary trainees! We are proud of the progress we have made in our Forest
School curriculum so it is great to be recognised in St Albans as a school that ‘stands out a
mile’ in this area!
Finally, just a reminder that PE kits should not be ‘football strips’! We are likely to continue
having children wear their PE kits to school next year and we will be tightening up significantly
on it (watch this space for details later this term). In the meantime, please ensure your child is
wearing a PE kit that is compliant with our uniform ‘policy’ (it can be found on the website if you
need a reminder). Thank you.
Have a great weekend – we hope you don’t get ‘blown away’ 

Half Term
Half term is week beginning 31st May.
Monday 7th June is an INSET day and school will be closed.
All pupils return on Tuesday 8th June.

Thank you!
We have continued to receive items from class teachers’
Amazon ‘wish lists’ this week, and were very excited
when it transpired that parents across the school had
clubbed together to purchase the raised flower and
vegetable beds for nearly every class! Mrs Hardie has
shared seeds with all year groups, and some already
have vegetables growing that they can plant out.
Thank you so much to you all!

Radio Star!
We were all very excited on Wednesday morning when Olivia in
Year 5 took part in “Word Nerd” on Roman Kemp’s Breakfast
Show on Capital Radio!
Olivia was brilliant at answering the questions and scored a
fantastic 6 points! The highest score is 7, so she was very close
and is second on the leader board. She even had time at the end
of the quiz to give a special shout-out to her friends and, of course,
Miss Roberts!

Chloe’s Climb for Charity
Chloe in Year 5 will be undertaking a charity
mountain climb over half-term. She will be climbing
Scafell Pike (with her parents) on 3rd June to raise
money for the Orangutan Foundation. Scafell Pike
is in the Lake District and is the tallest mountain in
England. She has had plenty of practice, having
already climbed the second and third tallest
mountains!
Chloe has been inspired by her school work
around palm oil and the rainforests, this year, to
raise money to help save the orangutans’ habitat.
Here is a link to her JustGiving page if you would like to support Chloe’s cause:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chloelaurenluke

Photographs
All children should have brought home a proof of their class photo this week.
Don’t forget to order by 2nd June to receive the discount!

Year 6
In English this week, Year 6 have been continuing to write their own version of 'Treasure
Island'. They have been using a balance of description and action to convey a character and
engage the reader the whole time. When editing, the children have self-assessed using the
success criteria, they have taken part in some 'grammar workshops' to fix any misconceptions
and they have worked in partners to peer assess their work.

Year 5
This week in Year 5, we have been busy creating life cycles for our imaginary creatures. We
have used our scientific knowledge to plan out the stages in our creatures' life cycles. On
Wednesday, we became animal experts and interviewed each other to find out the details. We
then wrote our plans ready to complete our final pieces, which will all be part of our Anthology
of Creatures’ Life Cycles.
Also in Year 5 this week, we were all really proud of Olivia, who was on Capital FM on
Wednesday morning, competing in ‘Word Nerd’! We were so excited listening to her
representing our school - well done Olivia!

Year 4
In Year 4 this week, we have started a new unit of work in English based on narrative with a
theme (humour). We shared the book ‘Mr Stink’ by David Walliams and have written profiles
and back stories about the main characters. We have been investigating how the way a
character speaks helps the reader to know more about them and what sort of person they are.
We have explored this further using role-play.
We have studied the beliefs of the Romans and investigated their Gods and Goddesses. In
Art, we have created some fabulous mosaics of a Roman helmet.

Year 3
This week in Outdoor Learning, Year 3 became inventors, composers, and musicians. First,
we had to create musical instruments from natural objects. We used logs, sticks, stones, trees
and plants. Then in our groups we had to compose a piece of music, thinking about what
noises we could make on our instruments and the structure of our piece. Then we performed
our pieces for the rest of the class.

In art with Emmy-Lou, we carried on with our Stone Age art. We started by drawing two
reindeer on brown paper using pencils and pens. Then we painted our reindeer using paints
before adding in a dramatic black background.

Year 2
This week in Science, we continued our learning about plants and how humans can disperse
seeds. We put our socks over our shoes and went on a walk around the school field to see if
we could collect any seeds on our feet – luckily, we got back inside before the thunder and
lightning started! We have put our socks on the washing line in our classroom with some
water and we are watching closely to see if anything begins to grow. We will update you with
any progress and hope that we manage to grow more than just mould!

Year 1
Over the past couple of weeks, we have been studying the traditional tale, Little Red Riding
Hood. We began the unit by learning the story, making our own story maps and acting it out.
This week, we have been having a go at innovating the story. We have done this by changing
the wolf to a different character. Some of the characters that we chose were dragons,
unicorns, orcas, jaguars and elephants!
Amna said, "Grandma, what big feet you have. All the better to stomp on you with!"
Lizzy said, "Grandma, what long whiskers you have. All the better to tickle you with!"

Early Years
All the children have been amazed at how well our beans have been growing.
On Monday, we all helped plant them outside where they can continue to grow and climb up
the string.

In their outside area, the children have enjoyed using skipping ropes and counting how many
jumps over the rope they could do. All the children have enjoyed water play; exploring
capacity.

Older children have learnt about sharing into equal groups with real pizza!

We have all enjoyed focusing on the frog life cycle this week and finding out some interesting
facts about frogs around the world. We have discovered what frogs eat, where they live, how
they move and how they change from tadpoles to frogs. Older children have drawn this
lifecycle.
Children have named the parts of a frog and drawn and painted frogs. On Wednesday, we
were excited to have special visitors - some real tadpoles!

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Orla, Matty & Immy

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Sara
Year 1: Malak
Year 2: Adriana

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Stephanie
Year 2: Mason
Year 3: Amr

Year 4: Molly
Year 5 Ethan
Year 6: Chloe AP

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Being enthusiastic & confident when speaking about her family’s religious celebrations: Aliza
Persevering with all areas of learning, especially maths: Oscar
Such perseverance with your handwriting: Sayfoddine
Amazing perseverance in your learning, and showing brilliant improvement this week: Elizabeth
Showing perseverance, determination & self-belief to become a better reader: Adam R
Always being such a supportive person during partner and group work: Lucia
Having more self-belief in maths over the last week! Owen

Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for good knowledge about the life cycle of frog: Caspar
Being enthusiastic in all lessons and making great suggestions! Aras
Being a wonderful member of the class and showing an amazing attitude to learning: Aaron
Such adventurous word choices in your writing: Mollie-Mae
Taking things in your stride and having a wonderful positive attitude to school: Joel
Consistently trying her hardest in all work: Lily-Anastasia
Fantastic effort in her optional homework this week: Molly
Showing positivity towards his work and kindness towards others: Lyndon

Sporting Certificates
Gaining more confidence with basketball activities: Hadley
Showing great sportsmanship in PE lessons this week: Lilly
Amazing marking in netball: Courtney
Showing improvement week on week in PE, whatever the sport you keep trying: Jemima
Great work bouncing and catching using a racket: Leila
Enthusiasm and engagement in her tennis lesson this week: Ella
Positive attitude and ambition to achieve in gymnastics and tennis: Alfie

