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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
It feels great to have got to the end of a complete half-term without any Covid-related disruption
(she says, trying not to ‘jinx’ it)!
It has been great to get back to normal since Easter and get on with learning both inside and
outside of the classroom. The children have worked so hard and are super keen to develop
new skills and knowledge – well done everyone for your fantastic learning behaviours!
Next half-term, children in Y1 will do a phonics screening exercise and Years 2 and 6 will do
some practice SATs papers to support teachers’ final assessments for the year – please note,
as was the case last year, these test outcomes are not being submitted to the Local Authority or
the DfE – they are for in-school purposes only.
We are also looking forward to participating in District Sports next month – it’s great that it can
go ahead this year. We will also have our Early Years and Y1-6 Sports Days. At the moment,
we are unsure as to whether we will invite parents on site or if we will film the events and send
out via Google Classroom. We do need to ensure we follow Covid guidance and that what we
do is practical for everyone so we will let you know as soon as possible.
Could I please ask that, next half-term, children wear PE kits that are compliant with our
uniform policy: white T-shirt, royal blue shorts and plain black or white trainers. Though I
haven’t seen any football strips this week, I have seen a wide range of colourful and patterned
tracksuits, shorts, jeggings and trainers. We are tightening up on uniform which has become a
little slack over the last year. If children aren’t going to wear the correct PE kit, then we will have
to go back to bringing in PE kits and changing in school for sports – this wastes lesson time and
generates a lot of lost property. Thank you.
Hopefully, the summer has now arrived and we can all enjoy some sunnier days next week.
I hope you have a great week (and a day) and enjoy seeing friends and family.
I know many of you are going on holiday in the UK next week. For those families travelling
abroad, please see the Covid notice below.
Have a great week and we will see you on Tuesday 8th June 

Covid Procedures over half-term
If your child tests positive for coronavirus at any point during the half-term, please notify us as
soon as possible so we can complete the relevant track and trace process with Public Health, if
required, and notify other children and staff who have been close contacts and who may need
to self-isolate.
Please contact us by emailing admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk. Please do not telephone the
absence line as this won’t be covered during the break. Thank you.
If you are taking children abroad in the half-term holiday do bear in mind that your child may
need to self-isolate on their return which will result in more missed learning. We will be unable
to provide remote learning for children whose parents have chosen to holiday abroad. Please
let us know by email if this is the case. Thank you.

Year 6 – Report by Salma
On Thursday, our class were prepared for a surprise meeting with some friendly authors. They
explained their long and intriguing journeys to become successful authors. Their interesting
journeys engaged Year 6, while they answered questions, gave tips and even read their
favourite verses from their books.
Author: Anna James
Growing up in strange family situations, she lived on a farm. Through ages 10 to 18, her
enthusiasm for reading grew to a world of imagination forming a new career dream. “Writing is
all about inspiration”, Anna quoted as she explained how her tween years inspired the creative
series she wrote. “As an early adult, you all start somewhere”. From a school library to an
exciting world of journalism. To this day she continues to work part-time as a journalist and
happily works full-time as an author. Her famous book series: Pages and Co, has been
published and there is another book in development. It was a pleasure to speak to her and
learn all about her crazy techniques and adventures in creative writing.
Author: Nicola Skinner
Nicola’s adult years were explained as she started work as a
woman’s magazine journalist. Her career as a journalist started
long before she was sitting with her family and came up with a new
book idea: Bloom. She is now a great children’s author and has
written three wonderful books.
The authors were different in many ways, however, they are close
‘lockdown buddies’ and continue to call each other whilst writing.

Year 5
This week in Year 5, we have been writing up the life cycle texts for our fictional animals. We
have been working really hard to include scientific language, time adverbials, relative clauses
and punctuation for parenthesis in our writing. Miss Evans and Mrs Campbell are incredibly
proud of the effort everyone has put in to their final pieces and we can't wait to show our work
to some of the other classes, who are also learning about life cycles.

Year 4
In Year 4 this week, we have revised our learning on explanations and written extended pieces
explaining how to use a pedal-powered flying machine. We have investigated the legacy of the
Romans in Britain and found out about and mapped the roads that they built. In our Art
lessons, we have been completing the work we started with Emmy-Lou – some fabulous
mosaics of a Roman helmet, pictures of the Colosseum and still-lifes of Roman artefacts. In
Science, we investigated what materials are best for muffling sound.

Year 2
Over the last couple of weeks we have been reading a book called The Grotlyn by Benji
Davies. In the story something is sneaking around the Victorian city at night borrowing things
from people’s houses and we don’t find out what it is until the end of the book. We imagined
what we thought the Grotlyn could be and created wanted posters to try to find it.

Year 3
Mrs Hardie had another chance to be with her old class, and see how they were getting on in
Science this week when Y3 had their first lesson about rocks.
We started by observing and sorting some rocks and thought about what we already knew
about natural and man-made rocks. There is also some Minecraft knowledge that we have
now too! Noah found out that obsidian which he thought was indestructible (in Minecraft it can
only be broken with a diamond pickaxe) can actually be broken in real life!
Next we did an experiment with Starburst sweets to demonstrate how three types of rock are
formed: sedimentary, metamorphic and igneous. We each had four different coloured
Starbursts which we cut into eight pieces and pushed together into a ball. That is how
sedimentary rocks are formed – from different types of minerals and rocks. Then we put our
balls into a freezer bag and used our own pressure and heat from our hands to soften and
make our balls flat – this exemplifies how metamorphic rocks are formed. Finally, we heated
one of these flat balls in a microwave on medium heat for one minute and then watched it cool.
This re-created how igneous rocks are formed. Then the cycle can start again.
Mrs Hardie was impressed with the individual and creative way that Y3 children wrote up and
recorded what they had learnt about rocks from this experiment and other secondary sourced
information. Well done Year 3; keep up the rock identification over half term!
If you want to try this at home please let an adult heat the flat ball of mixed Starburst sweets
with you. Here are links to two YouTube videos that inspired Miss Everall and Mrs Hardie (as
always: watch out for adverts at the beginning!):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g93jXTUv_RQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_uqGXZlF3vA

Year 1
Last week, Year 1 started their new topic in Science – plants! To show Miss Clothier what we
already know about plants, we went outside and pulled up lots of wild flowers and grass. We
then labelled the plants with their features. We found that they each had roots under the
ground, some much larger than others!

Beaumont Book Project with Early Years
Early Years children were delighted to receive their own devoted story book written by a Year
8 child from Beaumont School as part of the ‘Beaumont Book Project’ which sadly couldn’t
take place in person again this year. The Beaumont children were given children’s names and
their interests earlier this academic year, so they could create these special books.
Early Years staff, children and Miss Roberts have enjoyed reading them over the last week
and the children have made their older authors a bookmark to say thank you.
Thank you to Beaumont Year 8 and their teachers for such a successful and inspiring project
yet again. We hope we will be able to meet in person next year!

Early Years
Reception children have been doing a lot of their learning outside this week, come rain or
shine! They have been identifying parts of plants found on the field and writing labels for them,
playing flower bingo, spotting birds and listening to their calls and have written bird names
using their phonics knowledge. Earlier in the week, they were excited to receive a letter from
Mrs Blue Tit! She said she had hidden different words for children to find, and put in order to
make a sentence. The words said ‘Please can you help make a nest for my eggs.’ So of
course they had to oblige!

Nursery children have enjoyed listening to the story of ‘The Tiny Seed’ by Eric Carle. They
have planted sunflower seeds, painted hand print sunflowers, made birdseed ‘nibble middles’
for their sunflowers, drawn sunflowers and looked at sunflowers when they start to die
(exploring the seed heads). They have also enjoyed looking at other flowers and spotting birds
outside.

Our Feathered Friends
Thank you to Mrs Burrows for helping to look after one of our
poorly chickens recently. She has miraculously recovered after
a bit of pampering and a bath of Epsom salts!
We have seen the robin parents still feeding their offspring
around the Early Years’ garden this week. They never quite
leave the nest do they…?!

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Molly B, Yunus, Owen, Isla C, Tommy

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Charlie
Year 1: Sadie
Year 2: Olivia

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Evie
Year 1: Amna
Year 2: Reagan

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Ben
Erin
Mehde
Kara

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Challenging himself even more in all his learning, especially writing and maths: Matty
Respecting the belongings of others and helping to tidy the classroom: Isla
Being such a star and always showing all of our REPS: Arisha
Showing respect to all the adults in the class and having wonderful manners: Anabelle
Showing perseverance and determination with all her written work: Lacey
Taking on board feedback and persevering with her writing: Elsie
Always being a respectful and polite member of Year 6: Nathaniel

Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for listening and joining in so well on the carpet: Mohamad
Creating, leading and demonstrating a fantastic dance/hopscotch game outside! Stephanie
Having a really positive approach to his learning: Anas
Listening closely to feedback and using it to edit and improve work independently: Henry
Amazing work this week in Science when learning about different types of rocks: Alex
Consistently trying his best to improve his writing: Adam A
Being conscientious in his approach to history and English work: William
Asking and answering questions to aid her learning which has helped her to progress: Chloe S

Sporting Certificates
Smiling as she joined in our outside ‘run-around’ circle game linked to our bird topic: Aliza
Trying her best in the school’s skipping challenge: Otti
Amazing effort to improve posture when jumping in gymnastics: Andrew
Brilliant skipping in PE this week during our skipping challenge: Florence
Making good improvements to her technique in skipping this week: Amina
Engaging brilliantly in the skipping challenge and being a valuable equipment assistant: James
Showing fantastic skipping skills and being supportive towards others: Aimee

