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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
What a lovely sunny week; summer is finally here at long last!
Do make sure your child is bringing a hat and water bottle to school every day and that they are
wearing sun cream. We cannot apply it for them so please ensure they are able to do this
themselves or hose them down in lotion before school! They are outside during the hottest part of
the day, and whilst there is some shade from gazebos and the trees, we want to make sure they
are as protected from the sun as possible.
I shall begin this week’s ‘Head’lines with some sad news. Mrs Thompson, our SENCo will be
leaving at the end of term. She will be taking up a full-time Deputy Headship in a local school.
Though we are upset to be losing her, she has worked hard for this promotion and I’m sure you will
join me in wishing her well as she takes on this new and exciting role. Mrs Barrasso will be taking
over the role of SENCo when she returns from maternity leave after October half-term. I will step in
and manage the role for the first half of the Autumn term.
Mrs Barrasso will be coming into school a number of times this half-term to attend meetings and
spend time with Mrs Thompson to ensure a thorough handover is completed.
This half-term, teachers will be delivering the statutory Relationships and Sex Education part of the
curriculum. Attached to the newsletter today is the RSE Policy (which can also be found on our
website). Please have a look, specifically at Appendix 2, where you will find what will be covered
along with the key vocabulary to be discussed for your child’s year group. Due to the sensitive
nature of some of these lessons, particularly in Upper Key Stage 2, each Monday Mrs Virji will send
a ParentMail out saying what will be being covered that week, the key vocabulary and on what day.
You will then be better informed should your child want to talk about it with you at home or ask any
questions.
Please note: ‘Parents have the right to request that their child be withdrawn from some or all of sex
education delivered as part of a statutory Relationships and Sex Education’ (DfE guidance, p17).
Any parent wishing to exercise this right will need to put it in writing to myself upon which you will be
asked to a meeting to discuss any impact that withdrawal may have on your child.
Finally, could I please ask that, whilst waiting for your child at home-time outside their classroom,
you do not beckon or call to your child to come out to you nor do you ask the teacher to send out
your child. Each teacher can clearly see you when you are waiting and will send your child out to
you as and when. They cannot send all children out at the same time. I would just ask for your
patience as staff ensure children are ready to go home and have everything they need. We want to
ensure the very best safeguarding and hand children over to the correct adult in a timely manner.
Thank you for your understanding.
Have a lovely weekend – do take care in the strong sun – we hope not to see too many sunburnt
children (or adults) on Monday! 

Congratulations Chloe!
Well done to Chloe in Year 5 who successfully climbed Scafell
Pike, England’s highest mountain, over half-term.
Chloe raised a whopping £580 for the Orangutan Foundation,
inspired by a Year 5 topic last term.
Here is a picture of Chloe at the top (it was a bit misty)!

Year 6 by James B and James P
On Thursday, there was a partial solar eclipse. The teachers asked us to bring in colanders for
a science surprise and we discovered that we were viewing the eclipse on paper, where we
could watch the shadows without hurting our eyes. Sadly, the eclipse was obscured by the
clouds and we didn’t get much of an opportunity to use our colanders.
The eclipse started at 10.09am in London, which was the closest location on the map to us.
We went outside at 10.10am, but had to come back in again as it was too cloudy. We then
watched the Royal Greenwich Observatory’s stream, but they couldn’t see much either!
After break, we took our colanders and paper back outside and found that we could see more
than before, but still not very much. We kept going in and out until we saw the eclipse on the
stream. It ended after five minutes.
The eclipse was an annular eclipse, but only partial in St Albans (20.91% cover). It was visible
in North America and Western Europe, and was only annular in Canada and Greenland. The
next solar eclipse is in December, but only in Antarctica.
Although we couldn’t really see it, we enjoyed the special occasion.

Year 5
In Computing, we have continued to use Sketch Up to create 3D models. We have practised
creating houses and this week, we started to build an Anglo-Saxon village using our historical
knowledge and understanding gained from our History and English lessons this term. We
thought about the size of the buildings and materials that would have been used, as well as the
areas for animals and the great mead hall. It's been great to see lots of the children
discovering different ways to manipulate their images and persevering when it gets frustrating!

Year 4
In Year 4 this week, we have used paragraphing in our extended writing and worked on
apostrophes for possession. Our Maths work has been about telling the time and converting
between the 12-hour and 24-hour clock – we have also calculated time intervals. We have
investigated Roman bathhouses and designed our own floorplans ensuring that we have
included the three main rooms: the caldarium, the tepidarium and the frigidarium in our History
learning. In our PE sessions, we have developed our throwing skills during athletics and our
racket skills in tennis.

Year 3
This week, Year 3 became Rock Detectives to see if we could work out what the type and the
name of rocks were in our Science lesson. We had to complete four different tests on a range
of rocks which were:
Hardness test: we had to scratch the rock with a variety of different objects including a wooden
stick, a piece of wire and a plastic spoon,
Permeable test: using a pipette we dropped a small drop of water onto the rock,
Acid test: using a pipette we dropped a small drop of vinegar onto the rock, and
Observation: using a magnifying glass we had to look carefully at the rock.
Each test gave us more clues to help us get closer to classifying our rocks.
With the hardness test we learnt that sedimentary rocks are usually softer than igneous and
metamorphic rocks.
With the permeable test we learnt that if the water soaks into the rock it is permeable; these
rocks are usually sedimentary. If the water doesn't soak into the rock, it is impermeable; these
rocks are usually metamorphic or igneous.
With the acid test we learnt that if the rock fizzed once the acid was put on it, it was likely to be
sedimentary because they can contain parts of sea creatures that died a long time ago.
However, some metamorphic rocks could also fizz as they could have been sedimentary
before the heat or pressure changed them.
When observing we were looking for layers in the rocks, which would likely be a sedimentary
rock, or looking for crystals which would likely be an igneous rock.
Once we had done all our investigating, we used a flow chart to help us finish classifying the
rocks and to also tell us the name of our rocks before we put this information into a table and
then we even completed observational drawings of the rocks!

Year 2
Before half-term we were reading ‘The Grotlyn’ by Benji Davies. In the story, a mysterious
creature is creeping around the city borrowing things from people’s houses. At the end of the
book it is revealed that the creature was a monkey who has been kept captive and he was
collecting the items to build a hot air balloon so he could escape. Over half-term Year 2 were
challenged to create their own hot air balloons that could be used to escape from an evil
abductor and the results were fantastic!

Year 1
This week in English, Year 1 have started our new story, Cinderella! For our first lesson, we
read the story together as a class and shared our opinions on the way that Cinderella was
treated. We then worked in pairs and groups to generate actions for the story to help us
remember it. We had lots of fun doing this, especially when making up actions for the ugly
stepsisters!

Young Voices Biggest Sing
Next Tuesday, we will be taking part in
the Young Voices Biggest Sing event.
Children in Early Years seemed to be getting plenty
of practice in today!
See the flyer attached for more information.

Early Years
This week Early Years have investigated slugs and snails in our environment, and we had a
special visitor – ‘Slugsy’, Mrs Ivory’s pet Giant African Land Snail!
We focussed on the story ‘Snail Trail’ by Ruth Brown, especially at the end where we could
see the map of the snail’s trail and where the snail had been.
Younger children drew observational pictures of Slugsy the snail, including its spiral shell, its
foot (body) and its eyes on antennae. They looked closely at Slugsy, watched it eat some
cucumber and some were even brave enough to hold Slugsy!
Older children used phonics to label parts of the snail and we all found out that the snail has
four tentacles: the top two are the eyes and they also smell with these; the bottom two are
tentacles to feel and taste with. They have one foot underneath that leaves the mucus slime
trail. They also observed snails closely outside and collected a few! We found out that they
are nocturnal and can sleep for up to three years! The Giant African Snail hibernates and has
just woken up from being asleep for a whole year! It missed a lot of the pandemic (lucky
Slugsy!).
Snails and slugs are ‘Gastropods’ and part of the mollusc family.
Evie said “Did you know there was a snail on my TV …he came from the carpet and he made
a trail.”
Older children related this to learning about prepositional language in Maths. They sorted
‘minibeasts’ by amount of legs and did some ladybird doubling!

The following children celebrated their birthdays over half-term, and this week:
Roxy, Isa, Amna, Stephanie, Sophie, Elsie R, Olivia H, Alyssa, Ava MN

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Matilda
Year 1: Hannah
Year 2: David

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Imogen
Year 2: Arisha
Year 3: Indiah

Year 4: Jack
Year 5 Zacarrie
Year 6: Kayden

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Persevering and showing more self-belief with extra reading at school: Charlie LH
Really persevering in his maths lessons this week: Theo C
Brilliant perseverance this week in maths when telling the time: Spencer
Being a respectful member of the class, always being ready to listen to others: Amy
Showing perseverance when writing to ensure she has included all the success criteria: Jennie
Persevering in maths to complete ‘warm’ or ‘hot’ challenges and doing an amazing job! Bella
Continuing to develop her perseverance and self-belief in many areas: Sorcha

Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for approaching all her activities so happily and productively! Annie
Working and playing with a smile on her face all week! Hadley
Showing a fantastic attitude towards her learning this week: Lizzy B
Such hard work in maths this week, and practising your time skills at home: Sayfoddine
Being a brilliant ‘rock detective’ in science this week: Henry LH
Consistently trying her best to produce high quality work: Alyssa
Fantastic attitude and focus this week in all his lessons: Tommy
Excellent exploratory work in science. We WILL find the culprit! Evie C

Sporting Certificates
Dancing like a ‘minibeast’ and using ball skills in an imaginative way! George
Really persevering when focusing on the skill of skipping this week! Albie
Perfect posture when practising all of our skills in gymnastics: Kai
Fantastic throwing and running in PE, and showing good technique at throwing the javelin,
cricket ball and discus: Noah H
Making good improvements to his javelin throwing technique: Cameron
Brilliant effort in her athletics lesson this week: Elizabeth R
Excellent throwing in athletics this week! Griff

