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‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
As you know, June is Pride Month – a month dedicated to celebrating LGBTQ+ communities all around the
world. Pride is a celebration of people coming together in love and friendship, to show how far LGBTQ+
rights have come and how, in some places, there’s still work to be done.
So, to tie in with Pride Month, we decided that our whole school themed week, this term, would be about
diversity. Children, this week, have learnt about and explored what ‘diversity’ means. They have thought
about the diversity of cultures, religion, identity, wildlife, opinions, languages and many more. Most
importantly, they have learnt that diversity is really important and something to celebrate.
Further down the newsletter, you will see what each class has focused on for Diversity Week. I particularly
liked what Matty in Reception said, “Proud means that you are happy with yourself.”
Below, you will see that our Year 6 school councillors were involved in the recruitment of a new HLTA for
September. I am delighted to let you know that Mrs Gill Maddison will take on this role from September. Gill
will cover classes for the majority of the week but also provide some additional TA support in Upper KS2. She
comes with a wealth of HLTA experience across the primary age range and I am confident she will be a real
asset to our team.
Finally, I wanted to give you the ‘heads up’ about PE kit from next term onwards so you know what you need
to purchase in the summer break.
We have decided to continue having children come to school in their PE kits on PE days as it saves time and
means a lot less lost property! However, we need to smarten up…over the course of this year, children have
worn (and continue to wear) a variety of football strips, colourful leggings, tracksuits, cycling shorts and
hoodies; none of which are school uniform.
So, as of next term, children must wear the correct PE kit as outlined below:
For inside PE and/or warmer weather – a plain white round-neck T-shirt, royal blue shorts and plain black
plimsolls or trainers;
For outdoor and colder weather – a plain white round-neck T-shirt, plain black jogging bottoms and plain
black plimsolls or trainers. They can wear their school sweatshirt or sweatcardi over the top.
No leggings, cycling shorts or any hoodies/other sweatshirts, please.
With at least two classes each day having PE, it is starting to look very scruffy across the school with very
little uniformity in kit. Thank you, in advance, for your co-operation.
Have a great weekend 

Interview by Year 6 School Council
On Monday, the Year 6 School Council interviewed a kind lady called Mrs Maddison. She had applied for
the post of a Higher Level Teaching Assistant (as Mrs Pearcy will, sadly, be leaving us at the end of this
academic year). Mrs Maddison has been working at Samuel Ryder Academy for eight years and is hoping
to work in a smaller school and community.
We sat in the hall (socially distanced from Mrs Maddison) and introduced ourselves, with Miss Roberts close
by to safeguard us. We asked Mrs Maddison what she would do if she saw a child upset, and she said that
first she would check on the child to see if they were alright, then see if any other children needed to be
spoken to because of their choices. She seemed kind and said that if anyone was too upset, she would let
them have a little bit of time out to
calm down.
At the end of the interview, we had learnt that she was an enthusiastic, fun, children-loving woman. Her
favourite things to do are reading, singing (she is in the teacher choir) and playing and listening to music.
She prefers giving rewards to giving consequences and plans fun lessons according to children’s interests,
skills and strengths. We could see that she was nervous, but this just showed how much she cared about
the job. She asked us many questions, and seemed genuinely interested in what we had to say.

Music
Next Thursday (1st July) children in Years 1 to 6 are going to take part in Charanga's Virtual
Biggest Sing in conjunction with Norfolk Music Hub. The event will run all afternoon and the
children will sing a range of songs from different eras and genres.
Your child will also come home today with a letter with instructions on how to access their own
personal Charanga account. With access to this account, pupils will be able to practise the
songs from the Virtual Biggest Sing as well as have music set as optional homework.

Happy Singing!

Please join us on Saturday 10th July between 1.00pm and 5.00pm for a Covid secure
Summer Picture Hunt around Sandridge Village, kindly sponsored by Frost’s Estate Agents in
Marshalswick.
A family entry fee of £5 is payable via the PTA booking form:
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm?event=Shop#.YNTz9NVKiM8
which also gives you three entries into our fantastic prize draw. If you wish to increase your
chances of winning a prize, and at the same time make a further donation to our school funds,
then you can purchase extra tickets here too. Don’t worry if you can’t make the event, just
purchase some prize draw tickets anyway and be in it, to win it! A list of prizes will be
published separately.
Read on to find out how the picture hunt works…
Check in at school within your chosen time slot to collect your quiz sheet, entry raffle tickets
(plus any extras purchased) and a summer sticker for the kids. You can also buy an ice cream
here before you set off on your adventure!
There will be eight pictures for all the family to find at various places around our lovely village.
These can be located by the clues provided and then you will find a 'summer related' picture
hidden somewhere nearby. You’ll be given the number of letters needed for the answer and
you will see that each answer has one letter highlighted. Once you have all the answers, you
need to unscramble the highlighted letters to make a 'summer related' word.
When you return to school with your completed sheet, all children will be entered into a free
prize draw to win one of three prizes.
As always, the PTA thank the school community for helping make this event a success and
also raise funds for our wonderful school.

Year 6
For Diversity Week in Year 6, we had a number of PSHE lessons to learn about diversity and
completed different activities. In one lesson, we learnt about how we, as a class, are diverse.
We each had to think about what makes us different from others, what similarities we have and
what makes us unique in this world. Some of the things we discussed were: appearance,
religion, cultural beliefs, family make-up and where in the world members of our families have
originated from. We then created a puzzle piece which shows how diverse we are. These are
going to be made into a giant puzzle display!
Later in the week, we also learnt about the celebration of 'Pride' (since June is ‘Pride Month’).
We found out about the history of 'Pride' celebrations; how it is still celebrated today; and the
importance of being proud of who you are and respecting others.

Year 5
For Diversity Week in Year 5, we started off by discussing what diversity means and
understanding all the different types of diversity. Using their understanding of the word, the
children created their own diversity posters, trying to show that, although we are all different,
we are all equal and share so much. Sophie and Olivia imagined diversity was a potion and all
the different types of diversity created a perfect mixture. Freddie, Lucia and Theo imagined
that our differences were like keys on a piano, which created a diversity 'song'. The children
were so creative and really enjoyed thinking about how diverse the world is.
On Thursday, we discussed the diversity of characters in the books we read. The children
could recognise so many diverse characters in more modern books and compared these with
traditional fairy tales. We talked about the importance of having representations of diverse
characters in the books we read and Scarlet said, "I think it's really important to have different
types of characters so we can learn about them and it can be like the real world, where there
are lots of different families, religions and disabilities".

Year 4
We have undertaken several different activities during ‘Diversity Week’. In particular, we learnt
about and discussed celebrating and embracing our differences and the positive impact that
they have on our lives. We worked in groups to find similarities and differences between us,
such as the countries that our families are from, our beliefs, our gender, our thoughts and
ideas, our skin colour etc. We completed thought bubble sheets about our pride in being
ourselves but also talked about how people’s differences are unfortunately seen as a bad thing
by some people in the world. In our History learning, we found out about the story of St. Alban,
a Roman who was persecuted for his beliefs. We made the link between his story and the
discrimination that many people suffer due to their differences.

Year 3
For Diversity Week this week, Year 3 learnt about diversity using the Premier League to help
us. We talked about what diversity is, why it is a good thing and what we could do to celebrate
it. We started off with 6 children at the front of the class and we talked about how everyone is
different, looking at what we wear, our hair colour, our skin colour, our height, where we were
born, what languages we speak etc. Using what we had learnt we then made paper doll chains
and wrote down ways we are different and why it’s a good thing before decorating them. We
decided that it is good to be diverse as otherwise the class would be very boring if everyone
liked the same things and all looked the same – and it would get very confusing if everyone
had the same name!

Year 2
For Diversity Week we learnt about how we can be different in many ways including; race, hair
colour and type, religion, family make-up, shoe size, likes and dislikes, languages we or our
families speak and activities we take part in.
We thought about how our differences can make learning challenging and we were given
instructions in different languages to see if we could complete a task. This was very difficult
and frustrating, so we thought about how we could have made the instructions clearer for
everyone by using pictures to show each step.
We then played ‘That’s my potato’! We were put into groups and each given a potato. We
looked closely at the potato and thought about what made it unique. We gave our potatoes a
name; Ryan, Mr Potato, Hazel, Harry Kane and Hector. Then, we gave them a life story
including how old they are, family, interests etc. We then put our potatoes back in the middle of
the carpet and tried to identify which was ours. This was really difficult! Despite all of the
difference between them that made them unique, they also shared basic similarities.

Year 1
For Diversity Week this week, Year 1 have been learning about what diverse means and how
our class is diverse. We focused on why we are different; our skin colour, eye colour, religion,
ethnicity, language and strengths. On Tuesday, we learnt that some people cannot hear and,
therefore, rely on other methods of communication. We learnt some sign language, including
hello, goodbye and the letters of the alphabet.
On Wednesday, Mrs Thompson taught a lesson on diversity using the natural environment.
Year 1 collected leaves and they compared similarities and differences between each leaf. We
made two circles. One with Mrs Wright and one with Mrs Thompson and we talked about our
leaves and why they were similar and different. We learnt that we are all different too, just like
leaves!

Early Years
This week in Early Years, as part of Diversity Week and Pride Month, we have
thought about how we are all different and the same, or the same but different!
We have linked it to ourselves and, of course, to our minibeast topic. Many
minibeasts are the same in some ways and of course different too! We
considered how the caterpillars in our room are growing and changing and
looking different on the outside, but were still the same on the inside.
We talked about some of the different languages we speak at home and we
did the register using some of the different languages represented in our
class. Aras said that he spoke Turkish at home and also brought in a
Turkish flag to show us.
Aliza said that she spoke Guajarati at home and Sara, Aliza and Faras
talked about Arabic too. Charly knew some French words. Gigi told us that
her Daddy speaks Greek.
We read the book ‘We’re different, We’re the same’: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oY6MNqyjj3M
We enjoyed thinking about our beautiful skin with this Sesame Street song:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oq9ydJK6Fn8
We sang and thought about an old children’s song called ‘Every Colour under the Sun’ – these are the
words:
My hair’s black and your hair’s yellow.
My eyes are brown and yours are blue.
There’s no-one on earth that’s quite like me,
And no-one that’s quite like you.
Chorus: And if you want to paint a picture of everyone
You need every colour under the sun (x2)
I’m quite old and you’re much younger,
I’m very big and you’re still small.
There’s room on the earth for you and me,
There’s plenty of room for all!
Chorus: And if you want to paint a picture of everyone
You need every colour under the sun (x2)
I like snow and you like sunshine,
I like winter you like spring.
There’s plenty of each for you and me,
There’s plenty of everything!
Chorus: And if you want to paint a picture of everyone
You need every colour under the sun (x2)
Older children talked about how people are
celebrating being ‘proud’ of themselves, and how
people are celebrating this around the world in
June using rainbow flags and symbols.
Matty said ‘Proud means that you are happy with
yourself.’
We painted a large rainbow on a sheet with our
handprints and made rainbow flags. We looked in
the mirror and painted ourselves and we did find
out that we had to use many colours.

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Oliver P

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Artie
Year 1: Roxy
Year 2: Courtney

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Hadley
Year 1: Olivia
Year 2: Mollie-Mae

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Melis
Leila
Wyat
James B

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Continuing to show pride in his culture as part of our diversity learning: Aras
Being a good friend and treating everyone equally: Orla
Always showing respect to everyone in the class: Albert
Presenting a good argument to Miss Roberts about why we should get a water slide, using
persuasive language, having good counter arguments, and responding quickly to questions: Alex
Always being a kind, thoughtful and respectful member of the class: Lois
Persevering in his maths work to reach the spicy challenge: Toby
Sharing her opinions and listening to others’ opinions in a respectful way: Chloe AP

Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for being a kind friend: William
Working hard in his lessons and thinking so well about ‘Diversity’ and ‘Pride’: Matty
Good participation in all lessons this week: Oliver P
Lovely work during our Diversity week activities: Reagan
Outstanding perseverance in Outdoor Learning this week. Despite lots of distractions around
you, you kept your head down and focused on your work: Michael
Excellent work in maths and confident and accurate problem-solving skills: Noah PK
Always working so hard in every lesson and on every piece of homework: Chloe L
Excellent team work in Science: Alfie

Sporting Certificates
Showing a lot of pride in herself when we played golf: Sara
Showing great running skills in PE this week: Emily
Fantastic rolling in gymnastics: Thomas
Wonderful enthusiasm in PE, whatever the activity is you join in and try your best: Toby
Using a good technique when throwing and catching: Jasmine
Brilliant participation in our PE lesson involving fitness stations: Sophie M
Showing a huge improvement in his gymnastic skills this week: Aidan

