SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 16th July 2021

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
I hope you are sitting down with a cold drink because today’s newsletter is a LONG one!
We have had a super busy week in and outside of school. You can read about Year 4’s trip that
they went on yesterday and Year 6’s trips that took place across three days as part of their
Leavers’ Week activities. Last night, we had a fantastic Farewell Festival for our Year 6 pupils
and their parents and carers. Everyone enjoyed a delicious BBQ and the children were
presented with certificates, framed pictures and the traditional Sandridge memory books.
As is typical of a British BBQ; the weather was rather chilly and grey but it didn’t rain – and for
that we were very thankful! The children even performed a special song they had written for the
occasion (thanks to Miss Everall for the music).
Huge thanks to Nick and Heather Brennan, Michelle Poole, Steve Neil and staff: Miss Allard,
Miss Evans, Miss Everall and Mr Robbins, for running the BBQ stations and, of course to the
Year 6 staff: Miss Pratchett, Mrs Pearcy and Miss Roberts for their hard work in preparing for
the evening celebration. It was very memorable indeed.
Below you can read a little about the Summer Picture Hunt and Monday’s ice-cream sale.
Huge thanks to Jess King for organising both these events and raising a great amount of
money for our school. Thank you – we really appreciate it!




Staff news:
a bit of sad news first; Miss Clothier was contacted by Track & Trace yesterday and told
she has to self-isolate for eight days (she does not have Covid)…so upsetting especially
since she is leaving Sandridge School this year. She is most upset at not being able to
say goodbye to the children but we will be inviting her back in September for a special
‘goodbye’ assembly, and
on a happier note; three staff members will be getting married during the summer – Miss
Evans, Miss Pratchett and Miss Uwins will be marrying their prospective partners over
the next few weeks. We wish them all a very special wedding day and look forward to
posting a few photographs of their special days in next term’s newsletter!

We will be sending out a final (and significantly shorter) newsletter next Tuesday – mostly
containing names of children receiving Excellence certificates and other special end of year
awards, a message from Chair of Governors, Andy Boxer and a final message from myself.
In the meantime, enjoy the heatwave – stay cool, stay hydrated and remember the sun-cream!

Ice Cream Sale – Monday after school!
Jess King will be selling ice-creams in the playground after school next Monday 19th July.
She will have rocket lollies and choc-ices, neither contain nuts, but may contain traces of nut.
Other allergens may be present so please ask if you are concerned. First come, first served
and while stocks last. All ice creams will cost £1; please try to bring the correct money,
if possible.
Looking forward to serving you all!

Autumn term 2021
Children return to school on Thursday 2nd September
There will be no staggered start or finish times. All year groups will start school at the normal
time of 8.45am. Classroom doors for children in Years 1-6 will be open from 8.30am. Doors
will close at 8.45am, so anyone arriving after this time must go via the school office and will be
marked as late in the register. All year groups will finish at 3.10pm.
We will no longer use the one-way system in the playground. Masks will not be required, but
please do feel free to continue to wear one, should you wish to.
Nursery hours will return to 8.45am to 11.45am. The lunchtime session will, therefore, finish at
12.45pm, and the afternoon session will finish at 2.45pm.
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club starts at 7.30am and costs £3.50 per session. We serve cereal, toast and
fruit with a hot or cold drink. Bookings and payments must be made via School Gateway.
EnergyKidz After-School Club
This will be running from Thursday 2nd September. Please see the link for further information,
including how to book:
https://www.energy-kidz.co.uk/breakfast-and-after-school-clubs/sandridge-school-st-albans/
School Dinners
The cost for school dinners for children in KS2 will remain £2.65 per meal. School meals need
to be paid for in advance via School Gateway.
After School Extra Curricular Clubs
These will be running again next term! Details will be sent out at the start of September.

Pencil Cases/Stationery – Years 1 to 6
To ensure children have the correct stationery, the school supplies pencil cases filled with the
items needed in each key stage (see below). This is also an easier and cheaper option for
parents!
On Wednesday 1st September, you will be able to pay for your child’s stationery via School
Gateway. If your child still has their pencil case and all of the stationery from this term, they
should bring them to school, and the money paid will mean they can have top-ups throughout
the year. All exercise books and other items used are provided by the school free of charge.
KS1 - £8
30cm ruler
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Mini stickers (for labelling)

KS2 - £12
30cm ruler
Pen
Pen refill
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Highlighter
Mini stickers (for labelling)

Sandridge School Uniform
-

Grey shorts/trousers/skirt/pinafore
- White polo shirt
- Sweatshirt or sweatcardi with school logo – no other jumpers or cardis please
- Grey or white socks/tights only
- Black shoes (no boots or trainers even if they are black)
- Long hair tied up (blue, white or grey hair accessories only)
- No jewellery (apart from small pair of studs and/or a watch – not to be worn for PE)
- School fleeces only to be worn as external clothing please
PE Kit
We will continue with children coming to school in their PE kit for the days they have PE. We
will notify you of these days at the start of next term. All children should wear normal school
uniform on Thursday 2nd and Friday 3rd September.

-

PE kit next term must consist of:
plain white round-neck T-shirt, royal blue shorts and plain black plimsolls or trainers (for
inside/warmer weather)
- plain white round-neck T-shirt, plain black jogging bottoms and plain black plimsolls or
trainers (outdoor/colder weather).
School sweatshirt or sweatcardi over the top, when needed.
No leggings, cycling shorts, or any hoodies/other sweatshirts, please.
Sandridge School uniform is purchased from Smarty Schoolwear in Hatfield.
They deliver to school free of charge during term time, or you can visit the shop.

(www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk, tel: 01707 263909, email: info@smartyschoolwear.co.uk.
Summer Picture Hunt by Jess King
Well done to everyone who completed the summer picture hunt last weekend. It was enjoyed by all;
here are some photos taken along the way…

Once again, we must say a huge THANK YOU to Frost's Estate Agents in Marshalswick for kindly
sponsoring this event. With their very generous donation, as well as all your support, we have raised
just over £750 for our lovely school. This is amazing!
Miss Roberts chose, at random, the winners of the picture hunt prize, who are: R Langsdale, J
Bowman, V Hunt, J King, L Luke, N Peters, D Penny, C Brown, G Russell, C Harrison, L Bailey,
K Lundie Hill and R Holroyd, who have all won a great prize, thanks to all our very generous donators!
The winners of the children’s free prize draw are: 1st – Melis, 2nd – Oscar, 3rd – Otti PK.
Congratulations to you all, we hope you enjoy your prizes! Have a great summer everyone!

Children’s Achievements
Music
Rachel in Year 6 has passed her clarinet grade 1 with a Distinction
James B, also in Year 6, has passed his clarinet grade 4 with a Distinction.
Their music teacher, Mrs Evans, is very proud of them for doing so fantastically well, especially
considering all the disruption this year with online learning and lockdowns.
Very well done to both of you!
Swimming
Well done to Tommy in Year 5, who has made a fantastic achievement in his swimming and
qualified to compete in 3 events at the Swim England East Region Future Champs, taking
place on Sunday 25th July. He will be competing in the 50m freestyle, 50m breaststroke and
100m breaststroke. We wish Tommy all the best for his races!
Football
Congratulations to Toby in Year 5 who has made the Boys’ District Football Team, and to
Elizabeth in Year 5, who has been selected for the Girls’ District Development Squad.

Thank you
Thank you to Mr Bowman, Mr Keates, Mr Forward and Mr Peters-King for helping Mr MacRae
put up the sheds to store all the Outdoor Learning items we have been lucky enough to
purchase this year… there’s only one more shed to go!
Thank you, too, to Michelle Poole’s brother, Matt Walker of MJW Carpentry and Construction
Ltd, who lent us the mini digger, compactor and fuel so Mr MacRae could prepare the base.

Fund Raising for the Sandridge Scout/Guide Hut Roof
Mrs Forward, who has a child in Year 4, has headed up a fundraising committee for the Scout
Hut and is very close to raising enough funds for a new roof.
She has been successful in securing a place on Tesco’s Community Project.
If you shop at a local Tesco Express or Metro, then please consider picking up a token and
voting for this cause. The winners in this voting system will receive a grant of £1500.
Thank you for your support for this community project!

Year 6
On Monday 12th July, we went to Stubbers Adventure Centre. We were split into three groups; the first
group with Mrs Teakle, the second with Miss Roberts and the third group with Mrs Pearcy. All of the
groups did archery or laser tag first and then the other one afterwards. We spent approximately one
hour on each activity. We were given a safety briefing and we were then allowed to start. With
archery, we started with some practice shots and then we did boys versus girls. During laser tag, we
did ‘Free-for-all’, Protect the President, Capture the Flag and Mexican Standoff. Following this, we had
lunch together. After lunch we did Bell boating. We started by paddling away and then we were
attached by an anchor. We played a few different games such as walking the catwalk, Simon Says;
Get the Ball and Dipping Heads in the Water. Our final activity was team building and team challenges
– to work better together. It was a challenge for all the events but we got them all done.
On Tuesday, we went to Kew Gardens and took a walk through many fascinating places including the
Palm House, the Hive, the Princess of Wales Conservatory, the Temperate House and the Bonsai
House. All of these were highly interesting. One of my favourite parts of the day was after lunch when
Miss Pratchett bought us ice cream! We looked at many different species of plant and saw some
amazing things. We found the big wonky chair after lunch and had a relaxing 10 minutes on it.
On Wednesday, we went to Go Ape at Alexandra Palace where we were split into four groups.
Unfortunately, some of the activities were cancelled (due to Covid) and we were left with just the
Treetop Adventure +. Groups 1 and 2 went off to this while Groups 3 and 4 wandered around the
Palace grounds and Alexandra Park. We found a hill with an amazing view of London City and that is
where we decided to have our picnic lunch. In the afternoon, the groups swapped activities. The
Treetop Adventure + consisted of precarious platforms, calamitous crossings and zip wires which sent
you zooming (I have never seen Mrs Pearcy more scared)! We were harnessed on a rope, which
stopped us from falling. First, the route took you through the treetops to a zip wire, which plummeted
you back to ground level. We then began another course, of which the most difficult part was
undoubtedly the logs (which were unsteady) and the rope climb (which swung from side-to-side). The
climax was another thrilling zip wire. This was our last of the Leaver’s Week activities and a truly
brilliant one.
We would all like to thank all the adults that organised and came with us on all our adventures. Thank
you for making our last week memorable.
Year 6

Year 5
This week we have done lots of map work in geography. We started off comparing aerial
images and OS maps of famous landmarks and then looked at maps of Sandridge and St
Albans. We learnt to recognise physical and human features in both versions so that we could
compare and match sections of the maps. For our outdoor learning, we recreated an aerial
map of the school grounds, complete with buildings, football pitches and car parks. We
finished the week off learning how to use 4 and 6 figure grid references on maps and
familiarised ourselves with lots of the OS map symbols.

Year 4
Out of school trips are a great part of our usual learning experience and one that we haven’t been able
to undertake for a while. So we were particularly pleased in Year 4 this week to visit the Roman
Museum in Verulamium and learn all about an important part of British history that is right on our
doorstep. We felt very privileged when we walked into the Museum on Thursday to discover that we
were the only people visiting that morning and that we had the building and all its fabulous artefacts to
ourselves. After learning about Roman mosaics, Roman building, their activities and hobbies, everyday
Roman life, and seeing some real Roman skeletons, we headed into a special room where we took on
the role of archaeologists and investigated some genuine objects (that were about 2000 years old) to
try and find out what they were. We then lunched in the park and finished off our afternoon by visiting
the Roman Theatre and Hypocaust. A highly successful and fun day out.
‘We came, we saw, we conquered!’

Year 3
This week Year 3 finished their Stone Age to Iron Age topic. We started on Monday with Mrs Ivory
making bows and arrows. We have hazel wood which we had to carefully bend (a few snapped!) using
string and tie the string off at both ends, ensuring it was tight. Once our bows were made, we went out
to collect some willow to use as arrows. We had to make sure they were straight and the perfect size
for our bow. We then had a practise on the field to see if they worked and amazingly, they did! Well
done to Michael, James, Elsie, Amr, and Leia who were our expert hunters and managed to
successfully hit the Mammoth with their arrows!
Then on Wednesday, again borrowing Mrs Ivory, we went onto the field and had a fire. We had
collected all the firewood last week, so it was dry. Then using cotton wool, Vaseline and a striker, Miss
Everall got the fire going. We then all had a go with the striker, and we all managed to make some
sparks. Once the fire was going, we toasted marshmallows – we had a few mishaps and lost
marshmallows, but everyone got to have a s’more!
On Thursday morning, we heard there had been Woolly Mammoth spotted on the field, so we grabbed
our bows and arrows and headed out where we all got the chance to fire at the Woolly Mammoth, some
having more success than others! Once we had hunted the Woolly Mammoth, we split off into groups
and did some more hunting and gathering. We had to search the field for some more Stone Age
animals and fruits, fungi, and herbs. Once we collected everything we had to look carefully to see if
anything was poisonous before we created a Stone Age menu.

Year 2
This week we have been learning about Brazil. We started by looking at the continent of South
America and locating Brazil and some of its major cities. Then we learnt about Brazil and made
travel brochures giving information about why you should visit. We finished the week with a
recycled carnival day. We have made carnival costumes using many different materials
including bin bags, cardboard, napkins, pom-poms and a LOT of sellotape!

Year 1
This week, we have been finishing our ‘plants’ topic in Science. We have grown our own cress
by using cress seeds, cotton wool and paper cups. We found out that cress is special because
it doesn't need soil to grow, only water and sunlight! Every morning, Year 1 check on their
cress and update their cress diary, studying the appearance and the height of the cress and
comparing the changes from day to day!

Early Years
Sports Day last Friday was great fun. All the children enjoyed a range of activities including a
javelin challenge, water bucket race, beanbag in a hoop, egg & spoon, and favourite – running
races! They all enjoyed a healthy picnic snack with their mascot toy whilst listening to the song:
‘Teddy Bears Picnic’.

This week we have been thinking about the seaside – won’t it be lovely when we can all go on
a seaside holiday? We have talked about what we like about the seaside and how to stay safe
when we are there.
All the children have enjoyed listening to and then doing activities based on the story ‘Rainbow
Fish’ – they have made collage pictures of Rainbow fish, retold the story, talked about how to
be kind and friendly like Rainbow fish.

Younger children have counted and drawn seashells.
Mrs Hardie taught us a dance to ‘Oh I do like to be beside the seaside’ and we have all
enjoyed dancing like sea creatures to the song ‘Under the Sea’ – from Little Mermaid and to
the music by Saint-Saens: ‘The Carnival of the Animals Aquarium’.
The children have enjoyed pirate play on their climbing frame fort, dressing up as pirates and
looking for treasure, and some children even made their own treasure maps!

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Reuben, Elsie, Jack

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Early Years: Aras
Year 1: Sadie
Year 2: Adriana

Star Writer awards
Early Years: Harry
Year 1: Isla
Year 2: Albert

Year 4: Hugh
Year 5 Molly

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Always showing respect and kindness to her peers. You are so lovely! Aliza
Believing in himself when writing and reading many tricky words independently and confidently!
It has been so lovely to see how much your confidence has grown this year: Aaron
Consistently showing all of our REPS and pushing yourself in your learning too: Mollie-Mae
Impressing Mrs Ivory with your perseverance when making our bows and arrows. You worked
hard to gently bend the stick and tie your knots: Ben
Showing respect for others by always being friendly, polite and kind: Nathaniel
Really maturely taking on board some advice, and being positive and respectful in his attitude
this week: Mehde

Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for joining in with nursery rhymes and singing the ‘Peppa Pig’ song:
Reggie
Nursery Superstar Award for playing and talking with her new friends during CIL: Marnie
Trying her best to do extra work and especially with her writing: Stephanie
Showing such enthusiasm in every lesson and always trying his best! Alex
Showing such fantastic knowledge about the continents: Courtney
Acting very sensibly around the fire when toasting marshmallows on Wednesday: Florence
Giving thoughtful answers and showing good knowledge during our trip to the museum: Ottie
Being such a positive and conscientious learner all year: Lucia

Sporting Certificates
Demonstrating mature hand/eye co-ordination during our sports day activities last week:
Hadley
Being a great sportsperson in football: Sam
Excellent perseverance when climbing the ropes in PE: Charlie
Showing fantastic archery skills when using our bows and arrows this week. You had a 100%
record when shooting the Woolly Mammoth: Michael
Good tactical play during out games of rapid fire cricket: Aaron
Being a good team member in our rounders lesson: Zacarrie

