SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 10th September 2021

The attendance
winners for this
week are
Year 3 with 100%

Number of lates in each class this week:
Year 1, Year 3, Year 5
Reception, Year 2, Year 4
Year 6

No lates – well done!
1 late
3 lates

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
We have survived a full week…just! Everyone is looking rather weary today; including the staff, but we
have found our rhythm and are into our daily routines now. The children have done brilliantly; especially
our new Nursery and Reception pupils – though I think we will all enjoy a lie-in tomorrow!
I am pleased to say that everyone is looking so much more ‘uniform’ (no pun intended!) in their PE kits.
The children have looked so much smarter which is great to see – please be reminded that children
should be wearing plain black plimsolls or trainers. If your child currently has footwear of a different
colour; we would appreciate your replacing these as soon as possible. Thank you.
Next week, we will have ‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions starting for Y1-6 – and, this year, we have decided
to do these face-to-face in the classrooms again.
See dates below:
Monday 13th September – Y6
Tuesday 14th September – Y4
Wednesday 15th September – Y5

Thursday 16th September – Y3
Monday 20th September – Y2
Tuesday 21st September – Y1

All sessions will be for 15 minutes; 9:00-9:15a.m. and take place in your child’s classroom. Please wait
outside the external door and the class teacher will let you in once the children are in assembly. This is
an opportunity to meet your child’s new teacher, find out a little bit more about what your child will be
covering/learning this year and ask any questions if you wish to. Please note: the sessions are not to
ask individual questions about your child or discuss their progress.
It was lovely to have our first Celebration Assembly this morning and give out certificates in front of the
whole school. The children enjoyed it a lot.
We also did the usual attendance and punctuality announcements – there have been a number of ‘lates’
this week. A polite reminder that all children need to be in their classrooms before 8:45a.m as the doors
will then be closed promptly. There is a 5 minute ‘grace period’ for Early Years pupils as it takes a little
longer to get them in.
Thank you – have a great (and well-earned) weekend 

Attendance – Covid Guidance Update
Government guidelines on Covid isolation rules have changed. If you are fully vaccinated, or if
you are under 18 years and 6 months old you DO NOT need to self-isolate if a member of your
family has symptoms or tests positive for COVID.
That means that unless children test positive for Covid or have Covid symptoms (high
temperature/new continuous cough/loss or change to sense of smell or taste) they can come to
school.
You can find the updated guidance from the NHS below:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-selfisolate-and-what-to-do/

Year 6
For the last week, Year 6 have been amazing buddies to the new Reception class. Every day,
the children have been meeting them in the hall to have their lunch then they have taken them
outside to play. The Year 6 buddies have modelled excellent behaviour to the Reception
children and helped them to understand school rules and routines.

Year 5
In Year 5 this week, we started our science topic on forces. We completed our knowledge
organisers and then looked at some concept cartoons to get us thinking about how different
objects fall and the forces on them. We wrote all our ideas onto the tables and then decided to
experiment with some objects to see if it changed what we thought. We then talked about the
shapes of different objects, the weight and the air resistance on them.

Year 4
We are linking our art with Emmylou to our Egyptian topic. She used the painter Gustav Klimt
as the inspiration and focused on these skills:
• Different brush techniques using thick and thin brushes to produce shapes, textures, patterns
and lines.
• Mixing colours effectively.
• Using watercolour paint to produce washes for backgrounds then adding detail.
• Experimenting with creating mood with colour.

Year 3
This week the children have been doing outdoor learning which began with an Autumn walk.
We ventured around the school grounds observing different leaves, plants and trees. We
collected different nature materials to make an Autumn collage. The children were very excited
as we collected the natural coloured leaves, twigs and flowers.
Next, we carefully arranged the materials on white paper to make an interesting collage.
Before gluing onto the paper, we observed the different materials using a magnifying glass to
find patterns and textures.
This links to our geography topic on Spain and learning about the Spanish artist, Antonio
Gaudi. We will be learning about his life and exploring collage techniques.

Year 2
In Science we were learning about materials. We felt a range of materials like; clay, wool,
plastic, metal, glass, fabric, tin foil and wood. We talked about the properties we thought each
material had, for example; soft, hard, rough, smooth, transparent, flexible and rigid. Then we
sorted them according to their properties using hoops as a template for a Venn diagram. We
noticed that some materials had more than one of the properties we were sorting between so
we had to put them in the middle section.

Year 1
In Science, we went through the body parts we knew and played a game of ‘Simon Says’,
having to touch the different body parts. We then went off into small groups and had to label
the body parts on each other.
We came back as a class and spoke about the function of each body part. We discussed how
the nose is to smell, your hand is to hold things, and your eyes are for seeing.
Miss Everall drew around one person from each of our groups and using our knowledge we
had to stick the labels onto our paper person.

Reception
Reception children have settled in very well so far and have been busy exploring the
environment (new for some) inside and outside and also beginning to settle into the routine of
some adult-led learning activities too. For example, they have been practising reading their
names in different places, holding a pencil and writing their names, holding and using scissors
to cut along lines, counting, writing and recognising numbers that they know and drawing
themselves. We have all enjoyed reading the books ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’ and ‘Red
Rockets and Rainbow Jelly’ to introduce our topic of ourselves and colour.
In PSED we have thought about the Rainbow Fish and how he changed his behaviour to be a
kind and good friend. We are all trying to be the same with our new class of friends and with all
Early Years children too. We have also been becoming more independent every day!
Look at the fun that we have had in our own learning time already!

Nursery
The children have settled in really well. They are enjoying exploring their new environment and
making new friends.
The focus has started with ‘All About Me’ – activities have included painting hands, describing
their faces / features, drawing themselves. Children have looked at their hands, painted them
and counted their fingers. They have looked at and named their facial features – eyes, nose,
mouth, and identified where on their face these are positioned.
We also focus in these early weeks on following the new routines, talking about our feelings
and learning the class rules. We have enjoyed listening to the story: ‘Lulu starts Nursery’ and
talking about what the children enjoy doing in their new Nursery.

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Jasmine, Samuel, Erin T, Lois, Artie

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Reception: Seth
Year 1: Matty
Year 2: Roxy

Star Writer awards
Reception: Faris
Year 1: Aliza
Year 2: Orla

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Reagan
Abigail
Alyssa
Olivia

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Settling in so well and giving his all to everything he does! Ben
Showing amazing perseverance when using Numbots this week: Evie
Showing amazing perseverance in her learning this week: Amna
Persevering to produce neat handwriting: Andrew
Persevering to produce consistently neatly presented work: Amy
Having brilliant self-belief and determination to challenge herself in maths: Amina
Having a brilliant start to the year and being polite and respectful: Mehde

Certificates of Merit
Settling in well and persevering at every task he approaches: Ralph
Settling into the new routine quickly and joining in with all activities: Aras
Hard work in English this week and having fantastic ideas: Aaron
Settling down really well in Year 3 and working hard in all lessons: Charlie
Showing really good knowledge of events from history during our timeline activity: Chloe
Settling into Year 5 so positively and confidently: Isla-Grace
Being a fantastic buddy – multiple adults have commented on how nurturing you are being and
how you are teaching your buddy the same Sandridge way: Elizabeth R

Sporting Certificates
Following instructions so well in PE and trying her best! Gracie
Showing 100% effort in dance this week when we were moving like animals: Stephanie
Really improving your accuracy when completing bounce passes in PE: Otti
Using his imagination and being creative during partner work: Thomas
Showing good ball control and passing skills and following instructions well in PE: Noah H
Showing enthusiasm and energy, even in the hot weather, throughout the whole football
lesson: Noah PK
Superb ball control and passing in hockey: Molly

