
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

We currently have a vacancy on our Governing Body for a parent representative.  
The Governing Body has the following strategic functions: 

 

 setting and ensuring clarity of vision, values and objectives for the school 

 agreeing the school improvement strategy with priorities and targets  

 meeting statutory duties  

 appointing the Headteacher (where delegated) 

 monitoring the educational performance of the school and progress towards targets  

 performance managing the Headteacher (where delegated) 

 engaging with stakeholders 

 contributing to school self-evaluation  

 setting the budget and monitoring spending; and 

 ensuring money is well spent and value for money is obtained. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a parent governor and/or would like more information, please contact the school 
office, in the first instance, who can arrange a meeting with myself or provide you with the necessary information 

and application form.  
 

As most of you will know, in Autumn 2019 we started a ‘Parent Forum’ as a means of further improving the 
school’s communication with the parent body. 

As I said at the time, regular, open communication and consultation with parents is really important to us and is a 
valuable way of listening to your ideas and concerns. It helps to ensure that the needs of our children and families 

are met to the best of our ability, and that the school continues to develop in line with its vision and values.  
Unfortunately, due to Covid and subsequent school closure, we only had one Parent Forum meeting in the first 

year and only one, again, last year.  
 

We would, therefore, like to re-launch our Parent Forum this year (in the hope of having a normal year) and begin 
with a first meeting just after October half-term.  

 
Each class will have two, named parent reps, to whom any fellow parent may bring suggestions for topics that they 

would like to be raised for discussion at the termly forum meeting.  The Class Reps will then assist in putting 
together an agenda and subsequently represent parents’ views and ideas on the Forum Panel. 

 
The Forum Panel will be led by myself and/or a member of the Senior Leadership Team, and will include the Class 
Representatives, the Chair (or Vice-Chair) of Governors and up to two additional governors.  Discussion will focus 
on general issues likely to be of interest to a wide range of parents, particularly where this is likely to assist in the 

school’s ongoing development.   
Please note that Forum meetings will not include for discussion any matters relating to a particular child or 

incident. If you have a specific concern about your child, your first point of contact should always be his/her class 
teacher. 

If you are interested in being a parent rep, please email the office and put your name forward by Friday 1st Oct.  
 

Finally, a polite reminder, to keep children off the climbing apparatus and other outside equipment before and after 
school – this for their health and safety. Could I also remind everyone that we have kept our one-way system in 
place and all parents and pupils should leave via the double gates at the far side of the playground – not via the 

small gate at the front of the site. Thank you for your understanding and co-operation.  
 

Have a lovely weekend  

 
 
 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 17th September 2021 

 Number of lates in each class this week: 
Year 1, Year 3 No lates – well done! 
Year 5   1 lates 
Year 2   2 lates 
Year 6, Year 4 3 lates 
Reception  4 lates 

The attendance 
winners for this 

week are 
 Year 5 with 98% 

 



Amazon Wish Lists  
 

When we launched our Amazon Wish Lists last term, we were amazed at the amount of gifts 
we had coming through the door on a regular basis!  You were all so generous!  These items 

are so appreciated and provide children with much needed resources and equipment to 
support their learning. 

 

Our Class Amazon Wish Lists have been freshly updated for the new academic year.  We 
have also added a Whole School Wish List, for subject leaders to add items that will benefit 

everyone, e.g. music or computing items. 
 

If you are able and willing to support the school in this way, please do have a look and if you 
see something you would like to buy for your child’s class or for the whole school, then simply 

follow the same process you would if you were ordering something for yourself.  
Items will be delivered directly to the school so it’s hassle-free! 

 

This link will take you to our website page which contains all the class links and the whole 
school link: https://www.sandridge.herts.sch.uk/parents/amazon-wish-lists/ 

 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

 

Sandridge 10k  
 

Last Sunday was another wildly successful Sandridge 10k and Fun Run. A big thank you to all 
of our runners, supporters and marshals. Without you all it couldn’t have happened! 

We have raised over £3,500 for the school, which is a fantastic amount! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Great North Run Mini 2021 
 

Sam in Year 2 was really excited to be running in the Great North 
Run mini event last Saturday. He confidently completed the 1.2km 

course around Newcastle’s Quayside, running under the Tyne 
Bridge and over the Millennium Bridge. He enjoyed the crowds 
cheering him on and lots of high fives were to be had from the 
spectators.   He very proudly wore his medal throughout the 

weekend. Although disappointed to miss the Sandridge charity 
run, he was still able to participate by test running the fun run 

course in the week to check the route for the organisers and by 
raising money for the school.  Well done, Sam! 

 

 

https://www.sandridge.herts.sch.uk/parents/amazon-wish-lists/


  
Year 6 

 

Over the last two weeks in Science, we have been discussing and planning how we can prove 
whether the cleanliness of a person's hands impacts the amount of bacteria and mould growth. 

We decided to set up an experiment with four variations: 'unhandled' bread (taken out of the 
packet first with gloves); bread handled with washed hands; bread handled with unwashed 
hands; bread dropped on the floor. In each group, we had a 'control' monitor. These people 

ensured that we were following our plan and helping to create a fair test which will have 
reliable results at the end. Our bread is now in sealed bags and we can't wait to see what 

happens over the coming weeks! 
 
 

Year 5 
 

In art we have been looking at Greek pottery and the designs found on traditional Greek pots. 
This week with Emmy Lou, we used brown paper scrunched up to create texture and layers 
and then used paints, chalks and pastels to create background patterns and designs on our 

pots. The results were really effective! 
 



Year 4 
 

This week, we have planned and written an extended piece of writing based on a picture. First 
of all, we discussed what we could see in the picture and wrote some expanded noun phrases 

to help make our writing precise and clear for the reader. We have also worked on 
prepositional phrases. We generated a lot of ideas to help us plan a narrative around the 

picture before starting our written piece. 
 
 

Year 3 
 

This week in maths, the children have been working hard at using multiplication and division 
facts for the 4 times tables. Some children have been using manipulatives to help them learn, 

such as number beads, whilst other children have challenged themselves to multiply and 
divide 2-digit and 3- digit numbers by 4. As always, to extend their learning, they had to work 

on reasoning and problem solving activities. 
In our topic work this week, the children have been busy learning about the three different 

climate zones in Spain. They had to research maps and atlases to find facts about the Oceanic 
climate, the Continental climate and the Mediterranean. 

 



Year 2 
 

On Thursday, Year 2 went into the hall to discover there had been a ‘Maths explosion’… there 
were Maths resources everywhere! The children had to identify numbers up to 20 and 

represent them in a variety of different ways using the resources that had ‘exploded’... they 
found them in digits and pictorial representations then created their number using bead strings, 

numicon and base 10.   

Year 1 
 

In art this week Year 1 were looking at cutting, tearing and folding paper as part of our work 
looking at collage.  

We started off cutting and tearing paper to make different shapes and to make our own 
collage. We could either do a self-portrait, flowers or animals. We didn't glue anything until we 

were happy with the placement of our pieces.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After, Miss Everall taught us how to cut a circle and to then fold it into different shapes. We 
then found round objects in the classroom to draw and cut around. Once we had various size 

circles, we put them together to make a collage. Can you work out what we made? 
 
 



Reception 
 

This week started well with Mr Boxer coming to read us the amusing story ‘You cannot fit an 
elephant on a bus!’ Many children were able to listen well, think about the story, answer 

questions and some identified the rhyming words e.g. fuss/bus! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been thinking about ‘pattern’ in Maths as it is a crucial part of the new EYFS 
curriculum.  Being able to identify pattern with colours/shapes/objects helps with understanding 

patterns with number systems e.g. odd and even numbers. We started off by making body 
patterns e.g. pat/clap/pat clap/etc. Then we created patterns on a giant card elephant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nursery 
 

This week Nursery have been thinking about birthdays. The children enjoyed listening to the 
stories about ‘Kipper’s Birthday’ and his ‘Blue Balloon’. They have counted balloons and 

candles, recognised different coloured balloons and named the colours. They enjoyed making 
play dough cakes, adding candles and singing the ‘Happy Birthday’ song. The children had a 
great time in the hall this week for their PE lesson, dancing (like at a party) and stopping like 
musical statues to nursery rhymes and playing the ‘Hokey Cokey’ and ‘Farmer’s in his Den’ 

ring game. Finally, on Friday, the children decorated real party cakes to take home, putting the 
correct number of candles (breadsticks) in for their age. What fun they have had! 

 

Outside, in the EY garden, a super discovery was spotted by several of the children. Lots of 
baby caterpillars are munching and crunching their way through some tree leaves! We counted 

13 caterpillars on one hazel leaf! Each day the children have gone out to inspect the 
caterpillars. Some children have even got brave and are helping ‘look after’ them! 

 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week: 
 

Phoenix, Caitlin, Charlie H  
 
 
 
 

We also created patterns on peg 
boards and with magnetic shapes. 

 

Finally, we made natural 
patterns in our Outdoor 

Learning. 



 

 

 

 

 

 
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 

 

Independently creating the longest repeating pattern in class!  Spencer  
 

Showing amazing perseverance this week and trying your best in every lesson: Harry 
 

Working so fantastically in a group: Alice  
 

Persevering in maths and working hard at the ‘spicy’ challenge: Albert  
 

Showing self-belief and challenging himself with his maths learning: Amr 
 

Consistently persevering with maths and using his initiative: Nathan  
 

Persevering in maths and having a positive attitude: Smallone 

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years (Nursery) Superstar Award for settling well into Nursery: Samuel  
 

Independently creating a two colour repeating pattern in maths and persevering with writing:  

William 
 

Being such an enthusiastic learner in Year 1: Sara 
 

Always sitting so beautifully on the carpet: Oliver P 
 

Always doing her best work and showing enthusiasm in all lessons: Arisha 
 

An excellent piece of independent writing in RE and careful work in Art: Henry  
 

For being a brilliant magpie and having good listening skills!  Ottie  
 

Having an excellent attitude in our writing sessions: Donny-Lee 

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Being so enthusiastic in PE and following instructions in our hoop bubble game: Reggie  
 

Brilliant catching and throwing with a tennis ball last week: Charlie LH 
 

Thinking carefully about your slow and fast movements when creating dances: Elsbeth 
 

Showing enthusiasm, skill and talent in the football PE session: Mason 
 

Excellent teamwork and positional play during our bench-ball games: Joel  
 

Amazing defensive skills during our silent games of bench-ball this week: Adam A 
 

Excellent skills across both PE lessons this week: Theo L 

 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 

Reception:  Sofia 
Year 1:  George 
Year 2:  Olivia 

  

Star Writer awards 
 
Reception:  Sophie 
Year 1:   Artie 
Year 2:   Oscar 
 

 

Year 3:   Mollie-Mae   
Year 4:   Toby 
Year 5    Jude 
Year 6:   Chloe  
 

 
 


