
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

óHeadôlines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

Well, we made it! It has felt like a VERY long half-term indeed but, what has been particularly 
great is that we have felt like things are finally getting back to ónormalô in school now ï which 

has been a long time coming! 
 

Our new children have settled in well at Sandridge and everyone has worked so hard this half-
term ï especially the staff. Huge thanks must go to the staff who are working harder than ever 

to plug gaps, deliver interventions and provide additional support; all with the aim to help 
children catch up with missed learning and recover the wider curriculum.  

 
I am pleased to say that attendance has been pretty good on the whole ï especially given the 
amount of coughs, colds and sore throats that have been going around; mostly NOT Covid-
related. You have all been very efficient in getting your child(ren) PCR tested and reporting 

illness/absence ï this helps us to manage the spread of Covid and alleviate concerns wherever 
possible. We have had a few cases of Covid amongst pupils ï you will have received a letter if 
it was within your childôs class. Please continue to be vigilant and get yourself and/or your child 
tested whenever appropriate to help reduce the spread ï this will be much appreciated by the 

entire school community.  
 

Today, we say goodbye to Mrs Olive, who has been teaching Year 3 this half-term. We want to 
thank her for her hard work and commitment to the children in this class and wish her all the 

best as she starts work at a new school after the holiday ï thank you and good luck! After half-
term, we welcome back Mrs Barrasso from her maternity leave. Mrs Barrasso will take over as 

Year 3 class teacher, resume her role as English Leader and take over as SENCo. We look 
forward to having her back with us soon! 

 
That just leaves me to say óhave a very happy and restfulô half-term break. I hope you stay well 

and enjoy the time with your children J 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 22nd October 2021 

 Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

Year 1, Year 3, Year 6  No lates ï well done! 
Year 2, Year 5   1 late 

Reception, Year 4  2 lates 

The attendance 
winners for this 

week are 
 Year 1 with 100% 

 

The attendance champions for this month are Year 1 with 99.5% 
 

Year 1ôs reward is a non-school uniform day on Friday 5th November! 
 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations ï Reception to Year 6 
 

Children whose parents had returned the consent form  
had their nasal flu vaccinations this morning. 

 
If you did not return the consent form, or your child was absent today, and you want them to 

have the vaccination, please contact Vaccination UK on 01462 341173 to arrange this. 



Year 5 
 

This half term in computing, we have been learning all about systems and communicating. 
Over the last two weeks, we have been working on group projects on Google Classroom, 

where we have only been able to communicate through our laptops. We have learnt lots about 
how to use Google slides and how to communicate successfully to reach a group goal. Each 
group has created a slide show about the care of a particular zoo animal using the chat and 
explore tools on Google Classroom. The children have really impressed Mrs Hunt with their 

teamwork and perseverance with getting to grips with the technology. 
 

 

Year 6 
 

 Over the last five weeks in Science, we have been observing pieces of bread which were 
handled in different ways: unhandled, washed hands, unwashed hands and dropped on the 

floor outside. This was to see how mould growth was impacted by the varying types of 
bacteria. As you can see from the pictures, there were lots of different colours of mould (we will 
be exploring these types soon) and the different pieces of bread had varying amounts of mould 
on. Some pieces of bread ï most of the 'unhandled' or 'washed hands' bread ï had no mould 
growth at all! Some of the bread dropped on the floor outside was starting to disintegrate as it 

was completely covered in mould! 
 
 
 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

Year 4 
 

In Year 4 this week, we have used our presenting skills to work in groups to present our 
learning during RE. We showed our understanding of Hindu places of worship ï the temple 

called a Mandir and their home shrines. We compared this to other religions. 
We have also been finding equivalent fractions and decimal fractions in our maths work. 

 

Year 3 
 

This week, the children have enjoyed learning more about the Spanish artist Picasso and the 
type of art that he created. The children drew some very creative Cubism pictures, using the 

idea of different views of a face in one picture.  
Year 3 have progressed really well this half-term in maths and this week the children have 

been applying their number skills to the column method for addition.  
We have also been outside more this week to improve our laps for the Daily Mile. We had a 

brisk run this morning in the playground to motivate our learning for the rest of the day! 
 
 



Year 1 and 2 
 

In preparation for our entries to the Young Writers poetry competition, Year 1 and 2 went onto 
the field for a special surprise. When we got to the field, we saw that there was a fire pit and 

some sticks waiting for us. Miss Everall put the sticks, cotton wool and Vaseline into the fire pit 
and lit it using a flint striker. We listened carefully and watched closely as the sparks flew onto 
the sticks and the fire began to light. We thought about the five senses we experienced while 

the fire was alight. We came back to class and shared our ideas as a group.  
 



Reception 
 

This week, we have been enjoying óHandaôs Surpriseô (a story based in Kenya) in our Literacy 
and Understanding of the World topic lessons. Handa selects seven delicious fruits (mango, 

orange, passion fruit, pineapple, avocado pear, banana, and guava) to take to her friend Akeyo 
in the next village and, without her knowing, different animals take each one as she is walking 

along.  We have been counting the fruit in the story as part of our maths learning, and also 
working out how many were left after the cheeky animals took some! Then a goat runs into a 

tangerine tree and they all fall into her basket and the story ends with the words 
ñTANGERINES!ò said Handa, ñthat is a surprise!ò Fortunately, they were her friendôs favourite 

fruit!  
After listening to the story, children acted it out with some real exotic fruit props.  We tasted 

some of the fruits too when we made fruit kebabs! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery 
 

This week in Nursery, we have also based our learning around the story óHandaôs Surpriseô. 
The children enjoyed listening to the story, sequencing it and retelling it in their own words. 

 

We enjoyed cutting up the fruit Handa had put in her basket ï the children smelt, touched and 
tasted some of it in when making their fruit kebabs.  Samuel said, ñI liked the orange and the 
bananaò; Nancy said, ñI liked the pineappleò; Annie said: ñI donôt like it!ò; Marnie said: ñYummy!ò 

 

In Maths, the children matched the correct fruit to the animal that had taken fruit from Handaôs 
basket. They also played óKimôs gameô where you had to spot which fruit had been taken away. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


