
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

Well, Christmas has already begun at Sandridge this week…the nativity plays are being 
rehearsed, the carols and festive songs are being sung and the costumes are being dug out of 

storage! We do hope to go ahead, as planned, with the EYFS nativity performance and the KS1 
play in the penultimate week of term. We will advise you of any restrictions that we may need to 

put into place nearer the time.  
 

Please be reminded that next Thursday evening is the Autumn term parent forum meeting. 
Please do speak with your class rep if there is anything you would like raised and/or discussed. 

Minutes of the meeting will be sent out by the end of term.  
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, I need to raise the issue of parking and general ‘parent’ traffic outside the school.  
This week it has been horrendous: people doing 3-point turns in the middle of the road, people 

using our neighbour’s driveway to turn around in, parked cars on the very corner of Langley 
Grove preventing other drivers from seeing around the corner – a real worry when so many 

children are walking to school and crossing the surrounding roads.  
This morning, I arrived later than usual, and what I saw was unbelievable – one person doing a 
3-point turn near our neighbour’s drive, one car parked directly outside the front gate, another 

parked so far down on the opposite side of the road that no-one could get up or down the road, 
someone stopping in the middle of the road between these two parked cars to let their child out 
and finally someone using the bottom of the staff car park to turn around in so I could not turn 

left. If you heard a car horn; yes, I’m afraid it was me. 
I am sorry to moan but I am bringing this up as I fear, sooner or later, there will be an accident. 

Can I please ask that if you need to go down Woodcock Hill after drop-off, you park further 
down the road or you drive up Woodcock Hill and follow it round that way. This will avoid 

turning in the road, blocking other cars and potentially causing an accident.  
Can I also ask that you do not park across the corner of Langley Grove – this may cause a child 

to be hit or knocked down because other drivers may not see them as they cross the road. 
Thank you, in advance, for your understanding and co-operation.  

 
Have a good weekend  
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 Number of lates in each class this week: 
No lates    Year 1  
1 late     Year 3, Year 5 
2 lates   Reception, Year 4 
3 lates    Year 2 
4 lates    Year 6  
 

The attendance winners for 
this week are 

 Year 3 with 97.1% 
 

(Covid related absences are not 

included) 

Photographs 
 

 Photograph proofs were sent home with children this week.  Please order 
yours before Monday 6th December to qualify for the 25% early bird discount. 



Bread Buddy 
 

The Bread Buddy trial mentioned in the newsletter last week is going well.  Free bread, crumpets, rolls 
and pancakes were given away twice this week in the playground, which was a bonus to Sandridge 

children and parents.  
 

For those unsure why there is free bread on offer, it is via Sopwell Community Trust. Their volunteers 
make regular visits to local supermarkets and collect food close to or at its sell by date. The majority of 
the food goes directly into food parcels for local families, but often there are excess bread and bakery 

items which need consuming.  
 

Bread will be available again next Monday morning.  There will be additional bonus days if there are 
enough items donated.  

 

Please help yourselves. It’s FREE, no donation necessary. It saves excess food going to landfill too.  

Theatre Visit 
 

On Thursday afternoon, KS1 and KS2 were very lucky to have a one-man theatre company called 
Booster Cushions come in to do a showing of ‘A Christmas Carol’ organised through Hertfordshire 

Libraries.  We all found it very funny and thoroughly enjoyed the show. Some very lucky children got to 
be involved with the show with Toby (Y4) being Bob Cratchit, Fred (Y4) being Mr Fezziwig, Jennie (Y5) 
being Belle, Zac (Y6) being Tiny Tim, and Sara (Y1), Amina (Y5), Olivia (Y3) and Albie (Y2) being carol 

singers. 
Year 1 and 6 then stayed in the hall to ask Phil, the performer, some questions about the show and 

how he creates his props. 
Thank you to Booster Cushions for the amazing show and to Hertfordshire Library service for arranging 

the event. Booster Cushions will be performing in St Albans outside the museum on December 23rd 
from 11:00-15:00 if your children would like to see another of his shows. 

 

Football 
 

On Tuesday, Sandridge School played against Windermere.  The game kicked off and 
Windmere took an early lead.  Sandridge made it level again when Adam passed the ball 

across the goal for Toby to score.  Unfortunately for us, Windermere responded with 3 good 
goals to make it 4-1.  Just as Sandridge started to build momentum, the whistle blew for half 

time.  We had a good start to the second half when Adam scored a great finish.  Then, 
Windermere scored again to make it a 3 goal deficit.  Towards the end of the match, William 
scored a great volley to make it 5-3.  The full time whistle went and Sandridge were unlucky 

not to get at least a point. 
 

On Thursday, we played against St John Fisher.  As the game kicked off, we got the early lead 
from a goal from Oliver.  When the game restarted we got the ball and the second goal.  St 

John Fisher started to build momentum but Sandridge were running riot.  By half time, 
Sandridge were winning 7-0.  As the second half kicked off St John Fisher scored to make it 7-

1.  St John Fisher scored 2 more, but Sandridge had excelled for a wonderful 9-3 victory! 



Year 5 
 

In Year 5, our new computing unit is 'Vector Images'. We are learning all about how images 
are created using technology. Each lesson we start by looking at how they would be created 

physically using paper shapes and then we transfer what we have understood to Google 
Drawings. The children have been realising how many options there are to manipulate shapes 
to create lots of different images. This week, we used just two different shapes and created our 

own interesting pictures. 

Year 6 
 

This week in History, we have been learning about crime and punishment in Britain during the 
'Early Modern Period'. We learnt that, because of the rising population, there was a huge rise 

in crime rates. This meant that punishments got harsher and there were more punishments for 
lesser crimes.  

One of the punishments was 'transportation' (usually a punishment for theft or reoffending 
criminals). This meant being shipped to America or Australia to do hard labour for several 

years. Many people didn't make it and died on the journey there because of the conditions on 
the boat. 

We acted out our transportation journeys thinking about our thoughts, feelings and what it was 
like being transported away from our families to another land. 

 
 



Year 4 
 

In our work on measurement this week, we have been learning how to calculate the area and 
perimeter of rectilinear shapes. Using our knowledge of how to calculate the area of a 

rectangle by multiplying the short side by the long side, we investigated how many different 
rectangles we could make with the same area (for example, 24cm2). We discovered that a 

good knowledge of our times tables really helps. We are moving on next week to investigate 
whether shapes with the same area will always have the same perimeter. 

Year 3 
  

This week we have been learning more about shapes and explored perimeter. To help us 
understand what it was, we first counted round shapes made with cubes and then measured 
the outsides of shapes marked out on the floor. We had to look carefully at our rulers, add the 

sides accurately and then remember to put the final answer in cm.  Mrs Barrasso was 
impressed with how well we worked with our partners.  

 



Year 1 
 

In art this week, Year 1 have been looking at the colour wheel. We learnt that the three primary 
colours are red, blue, and yellow. We also looked at how if you mix the primary colours 

together you can make secondary colours. To show this we did colour sums by painting our 
hands. We learnt that blue + yellow = green, yellow + red = orange, and red + blue = purple. 

This means that green, orange and purple are secondary colours. 
 

Year 2 
 

We have been learning about money in Year 2.  Today, we were given a bag of coins and 
notes and we were told that we had to sort them into piles. We explained how we knew which 

coins they were and we were able to show everything we already know about money. 



Reception 
 

     We have enjoyed a creative, scientific week enhancing our exploration of Dark and Light using our 
new spaceship to help us. The adults heard a lot of countdowns and singing of ‘Zoom Zoom Zoom, 

we’re going to the moon’!   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We enjoyed looking at planets and the moon and listening to The Planets music by Holst, Eine Kleine 
Nacht Music (a little night music) by Mozart, ‘Morning’ by Grieg (Peer Gynt) in the classroom and in 

dance.  
In maths we learnt about 3D shapes and made our cylinder owls learning the special skill of snipping 

around the bottom of the cylinder to make them stand up! 

Nursery 
 

Nursery have enjoyed activities this week linked to the story ‘Peace at Last’. After hearing the story, the 
children drew a picture from Mr Bear’s noisy night and talked about the story and the noises he heard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We listened to instrument sounds, guessing which instrument it might be. The children then made their 
own instrument from junk modelling. 

 
We enjoyed dancing to the ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’ song and in PE moving over apparatus in different 

ways whilst ‘Going on a Bear Hunt’. 
 

In maths this week, we have looked at 2D shapes. We have started to recognise and name regular 
shapes – the children have learnt a triangle, circle and square song. They have made magnetic shape 

pictures and also drew around shapes to make a bear. 
 
 Children sang and did the 

actions to the song: ‘My 
teddy bear has 2 eyes’, 
and learnt the rhyme: 

‘Teddy bear, teddy bear 
touch the ground’. 

On Friday, we made teddy 
bear biscuits to share at 

snack time! 

We mixed yellow and blue colours to make 
them darker and lighter to recreate Van 

Gogh’s ‘Starry Night’ picture. 
We looked in dark boxes before using 

torches to find out what was inside.   
We even saw a moon in the daytime!   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Persevering to work out which way around his wellies and shoes go before putting them on!  Jack  
 

Being such a polite, independent and respectful member of the class:  Matty 
 

Such perseverance and self-belief with all of your work this week: Aaron 
 

Showing a real determination to succeed and responding to all feedback given: Thomas 
 

Showing excellent self-belief and confidence during our maths and English this week: Jemima 
 

Always challenging yourself and showing great resilience: Aaron 
 

Persevering with difficult maths problems which has given her more confidence: Clara-Mai 

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Nursery Superstar Award for listening and participating so well in PE: Archie  
 

Being more resilient in the lunch hall this week:  Evie MN 
 

Being such a wonderful and helpful member of the class this week: Artie 
 

Such a fantastic attitude towards your work, being focussed and completing everything: Lizzy 
 

Being more independent in his learning and achieving more within a set time frame: Spencer 
 

Showing good understanding in maths this week during work on subtraction: Max E 
 

Great effort in producing an interesting shape quiz for optional homework this week: Keenan 
 

Being focused and driven in maths this week: Smallone 

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Being more confident and joining in more in PE lessons recently:  Amelia  
 

Being a fantastic team member in PE. With all our team building games you encourage those on your 

team and keep trying: Aliza 
 

Fantastic dance moves during our songs for the nativity: Roxy  
 

Engaging positively in our netball lessons and working with others well: David  
 

Showing determination during game play in basketball with good positioning & technique: Joel  
 

Brilliant teamwork in netball this week: Elsie  
 

Demonstrating excellent offensive and defensive skills in basketball: Toby  

 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 
Reception:  William 
Year 1:  Hadley 

Year 2:  Isla 

Star Writer awards 

 
Reception:  Parker 
Year 1:  Evie 

Year 2:  Malak 

Year 3:  Mollie-Mae 
Year 4:  Marius 
Year 5   Hugh 
Year 6:  Donny-Lee 

 

 
 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week: 
 

Michael 

 


