SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 5th November 2021

The attendance
winners for this
week are
Year 1 with 98.1%

Number of lates in each class this week:
Reception, Years 1, 3, 4
Year 2
Year 5, 6

1 late
2 lates
3 lates

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Welcome back everyone - I hope you all had a restful and enjoyable half-term break.
It’s been a chilly first week back so please can I remind you that since it’s now getting colder, wetter and
generally more winter-y, that your child brings their coat to school every day (many children without
coats this week say it is because they come to school by car and, therefore, forget). Please also ensure,
as it gets colder, that children also have a hat, scarf and gloves with them.
Another reminder – about hair! Long hair needs to be tied back, please – this is not just about protecting
children from head lice but also for health and safety reasons e.g. PE. There are increasing numbers of
boys with long hair – some of which is not quite long enough to be tied up but is, at least, kept of their
face. Others definitely need it tied up now.
We have purchased hair bands per class to hand out if needed but I’m sure children would prefer to use
their own hair accessories! Thank you.
Lastly, I wanted to bring up ‘safeguarding’ with particular reference to TV programmes, films and
computer games. This week, we have seen and heard many children re-enacting things they have seen
or games they have played – all of which have an age-rating of 15 or higher.
Examples include, Call of Duty, Grand Theft Auto and Netflix’s ‘Squid Game’.
Whilst I appreciate there are memes and clips of Squid Game on You Tube, when asked about this,
many children have said they have seen the series on Netflix.
Whilst it is entirely your decision, as parents, as to what material you are happy exposing your child to,
please understand that there are many parents who do not want their children exposed to the content or
language from these programmes and games.
As always, I would urge you to monitor very closely what your child is viewing – whether that be on TV
or whilst online. We would also encourage you to have your child in the same room as you whilst using
the internet. The Online Safety Newsletter for parents linked below may help:
https://thegrid.org.uk/assets/hfl-online-safety-newsletter-autumn-2021-parents-and-carers.pdf
Have a good weekend – and be safe if you’re attending any bonfire/firework celebrations 

Nursery Lunch Club – Volunteers Wanted
We are in need of an additional adult or two to help with our
Nursery Lunch Club, supervising children while they eat and when
they play in the Early Years’ outdoor area. This would be from
11.45am to 12.45pm, daily (although one person does not have to
do every day)
If any parents have the time and would be willing to help out, it
would be very much appreciated (as it would enable the EY team
to have a proper break). Please contact Mrs Virji in the school
office for further information. Thank you.

Football
On Tuesday, nine girls from Year 5 and 6 went to Windermere Primary School for their first
football match. In the first half, Sandridge scored six goals! Then, the whistle blew and it was
half time. The second half began and Windermere scored to make it 6-1. About 5 minutes
later, Sandridge scored to make it 7-1. Then the whistle went and it was full time. After that
both sides chose the opposition’s players of the match and for Sandridge it was Bella and
Megan. Finally, Windermere gave us three cheers and we gave them three cheers too.
Miss Everall and Miss Allard want to give a special mention to Scarlet who was captain and
showed brilliant sportsmanship encouraging both sets of players.
Well done to all of our goal scorers and to everyone involved!

PTA

Wreath Making
Our popular Wreath Making evening is back on Friday 29th November from 7pm to 9pm.
There are only 40 places available, so book your place online now to avoid disappointment!
Christmas Trees
Christmas Trees are also available to purchase online.
For every tree purchased, our PTA will receive £10.
There are 3 sizes available to order now.
They will be available to collect early December, date/time to be confirmed.
Christmas Cards
Children’s Christmas cards will be available to order soon. Watch this space for more details.
Please follow the link to book online now!
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm#.YYT9EfZ2uUl

Year 6
As part of our Science unit, we have been learning about classifying organisms. A few weeks
ago, we learnt about the different animal groups and had to categorise animals into their
groups by looking at the features they had. This week, we had to drill down more into the
specific characteristics of animals. We discussed how even though most mammals have many
similarities (fur/hair, warm-blooded, give birth to live young etc.), they also have differences
(diet, colour of fur, limb use, habitat etc.). In order to sort living organisms in a more refined
way, we used classification keys. We created one together as a class, for a range of animals,
then made our own. Some of us classified insects and others classified plants by creating huge
classification keys on our tables.

Year 5
Before half term, we had planned a science experiment in Year 5 and this week we carried out
our investigation. The children were testing the length of wings to see if it affected the amount
of time they stayed in the air with a big focus on controlling variables to create a fair test. We
talked about some of the forces involved and Isla said she thought the air resistance would be
stronger on the larger wings and they might stay in the air longer. We used iPads to take
timings and recorded our results into tables. We decided to test each wing three times to make
our results more reliable.

Year 4
In Year 4 this week, we have started a new unit of work in English in which we will be report
writing. We started by reading and exploring the book ‘The Wolves in the Walls’ by Neil
Gaiman and studied the four main characters. Using direct quotes from the book and what we
inferred about them from the way they spoke and behaved, we then role played the characters
and put them through a mock press conference. A reporter in each group asked each
character a range of challenging questions.
Also this week, we set up our latest science investigation which is designed to find out the
effect that drinks have on our teeth (don’t panic, no child will lose any teeth as a result – we
used egg shells instead!).

Year 3
This week in English we have been looking at our sentence structures and have talked about
how conjunctions help us join our ideas. To help us identify how to use different coordinating
and subordinating conjunctions, we joined sentence strips with conjunctions. Some of us even
added extra information and edited punctuation to form complex sentences. There were lots of
great explanations and Mrs Barrasso was impressed with our teamwork.

Year 2
We have been learning all about the Great Fire of London. It happened in 1666 and it lasted
for five days, burning a lot of the city. For our optional homework we made some houses from
the time of the Great Fire of London. Although the fire happened after the Tudor period, the
houses that caught fire were built in the Tudor time and resembled the Tudor style.
Our houses were made of a range of different materials including wood, cardboard, sticks,
clay, balloons, lollypop sticks and straw. Well done Year 2 and thank you for all of the hard
work that you and your families put in over the holidays to complete this task!

Year 1
On the last day of half term, Year 1 were treated to a very special visitor to end their History
unit on Now and Then. Mrs Everall (Miss Everall's Mummy) came into class and very
generously allowed us to ask her questions about what it was like when she was a child. We
wrote our questions beforehand and then filled in our table when our questions were
answered. We asked questions about schooling, transport, clothes, toys, and holidays.
Here are some of the questions and answers:
Q: What did you wear to school?
A: We wore a school uniform which was similar yours, we wore a grey skirt or dress with a
dark blue cardigan and white knee-high socks.
Q: Did you ever get hit at school with a cane?
A: No, I was very good at school. However, my sister had her mouth washed out with soap.
Q: What toys did you play with?
A: I had a doll, I played card games with my Grandad, and I remember playing monopoly.
Q: Did you have a car?
A: No, if we wanted to go anywhere, we had to walk or get the bus.

Reception
Reception have been very busy focussing on the story ‘Room on the Broom’ and making
potions outside and especially adding different colours, bubbles and glitter to them! We even
measured our potions!

Sophie said: “If you mix more bubbles and shampoo you can make more bubbles that can
stick to anything!” What’s in your potion?” (she asked another child).
Ben said: “Mine’s going to be an alien potion so tomorrow its going to be full of aliens around
here! It’s a freezing day so we can make potions!”
Seth said: ”I’m making a secret potion and a fire engine potion - it’s grey.”
Gracie said that her potion was “nice” and “Coca-Cola” … now it’s red!
We have also been thinking about Fireworks/Bonfire night and the Hindu and Sikh festival of
Diwali (4th November).

Nursery
This week in Nursery the children have told each other their news from half term. Nancy made
a fabulous book all about visiting the seaside and learning how to surf, and how she dressed
up for ‘trick & treat’. Ellie told her friends about her autumn walk with Mummy and Daddy,
carving out pumpkin lanterns, playing on a spider web swing and dressing up as a pumpkin for
Halloween. Caitlin drew a fabulous picture of her family having fun at half term – she said:
“Mum, Dad, me, Scarlet and George”. Archie drew “a ghost!”
We enjoyed reading the
story about ‘Room on
the Broom’ and
counting the different
animals that had a ride:
there were 5 altogether
- the witch, a cat, dog,
frog and a bird.
The children found out about the festival of Diwali – they made mehndi patterns on their hands
and in PE acted out the story of ‘Rama and Sita’. In Diwali, the festival of light there are
fireworks, so in PE we also danced to firework music with ribbons.

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week & over half term:
OIivia C, Megan, Franklin, Lillie, Nathaniel, Isla, Dave

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Reception: Parker
Year 1: Aras
Year 2: Otti

Reception: Sofia
Year 1: Matilda
Year 2: Olivia

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Henry
Alex
Noah
Erin

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Showing self-belief and perseverance in school this week: Reggie
Fantastic self-belief in maths this week especially yesterday when looking at subtraction: Harry
Having such a fantastic week and persevering with all his learning: Franklin
Showing such a positive attitude towards his learning this week: Charlie H
Showing perseverance with her maths and trying to challenge herself: Elsie-Rose
Brilliant perseverance, self-belief and determination in the girls’ football match this week: Lacey
Showing respect to all players & demonstrating superb behaviour during the football match: Scarlet
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for making a fabulous half term holiday book for homework: Nancy
Being a role model for behaviour, listening and trying his best in all he does! Oscar T
Beautiful presentation in all your books, especially maths: Aliza
Being such a fantastic role model for how to sit sensibly on the carpet, and earning your chair! Roxy
Working hard on his presentation in maths and giving a brilliant explanation of continents: Andrew
Excellent and thoughtful contributions to class all week: Leia
An amazing attitude towards her work and completing a tricky challenge in English this week: Millie
Showing a good understanding of the book during guided reading: Oliver K
Sporting Certificates
Demonstrating amazing firework jumps in our dance lesson this week: Seth
Superb effort in the daily mile. You gave 100% effort to try and run for the whole time! Artie
Such fantastic and thoughtful movements in our Great Fire of London dance this week: Oscar P
Being too quick and nimble for Mrs Barrasso to catch in the Spiderman game on Tuesday: Reagan
Working hard during PE and being successful in the basketball group work: Fred
For her brilliantly patient and tactical approach in netball this week: Ottie
Constantly running and reaching the class target during the Daily Mile: Elsie
Brilliantly representing the school in the first girls’ football match against Windermere:
Scarlet, Elizabeth R, Molly, Megan, Bella, Isla-Grace, Erin, Lacey, Lois

