SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 10th December 2021

The attendance winners for
this week are
Year 1 with 99.2%
(Covid related absences are not
included)

Number of lates in each class this week:
No lates
1 late
3 lates

Year 1, Year 3, Year 5 – well done!
Reception, Year 4
Year 2, Year 6

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Children have worked extra hard, this week, on their assessments and other special tasks to support
teachers’ judgements about their achievement so far this year. Year 6 completed mock SAT tests to
start preparing them for the type of questions they will experience in the national tests next summer.
Well done to all children for their hard work this week and the extra effort they have put in throughout the
entire term.
Next week, we embark on a very Christmassy week starting with the Early Years nativity and KS1
Christmas plays on Tuesday. We are still planning a ‘live’ audience with just two adults per child per
concert. Chairs will be in pairs spaced out across the hall. We do ask that you wear a mask whilst inside
the building – especially given they are now mandatory again in shops, theatres, cinemas etc.
On Wednesday, it is our Christmas lunch and dress-up day. Children can come to school in a
Christmas-themed costume – staff are already planning their outfits; it gets very competitive each year!
Finally, on Thursday, we have our outdoor Christmas Concert and BBQ; a joint school and PTA event.
We are looking forward to hearing the children sing on the outdoor stage and enjoying a festive drink or
two. We hope to see as many of you as possible to help us get into the festive spirit – coming together
as a school community is something we no longer take for granted. Please see below for the link to
book tickets.
Have a fun and festive weekend – stay warm 

Forest School with Year 3
Last week, Miss Roberts and Year 3 enjoyed an entire afternoon of Forest School – with a twist!
Children were given the task of creating Christmas themed art using natural resources from around the
field and inside the woodland area. They could choose to work on their own, in pairs or in small groups.
They had hours of fun sourcing logs, branches, foliage and other bits and bobs to create their
masterpieces below. They were, quite rightly, very proud of themselves and their hard work!

Important notice – Energykidz After-School Care
Unfortunately, due to continuing very low numbers, Energy Kidz, our after-school club provider,
are no longer able to run the club at Sandridge. They are losing money due to there only being
a few children most days. We will look into alternative provision, however, given the lower
numbers, it isn’t an attractive proposition for any provider. Their last day is today as they
cannot staff it until the end of term.

Outdoor Carol Concert – Thursday 16th December
Our outdoor carol concert is next Thursday 16th December from 5.00-7.30pm.
Please order your tickets online, in advance, via the link below (we won’t be able to sell them
on the gate). Please order a ticket for your child/ren too, as we need to know numbers
coming in advance. Children’s tickets are FREE. Adult tickets cost £1.50 each. Thank you.
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm#.YansUCXfUlR

Thank you for all the sweet donations – could any more please come into the office by
Monday at the latest.
If anyone has a gazebo that we could borrow on Thursday evening (in case of rain), we would
be very grateful. Ideally we need 7-10, of them. Please can you text Emma Burrows on
07979504014 to let her know ASAP. Thank you.
If you can volunteer to help out at the event, by running a stall for a 45 minute slot, or helping
to set up (from 1.30pm or straight after school) or clear away afterwards, please let your class
rep or Emma Burrows/Michelle Poole know.
Thank you for all your support – we can’t do it without you. We look forward to seeing
you all on Thursday and the children are looking forward to you watching them sing!

Christmas Events
Tuesday 14th December

Nursery & Reception Nativity – 9.30am (parents invited)

Tuesday 14th December

KS1 Christmas Concert – 2.00pm & 6.00pm (parents invited)
(younger siblings at 2.00pm performance only please)

Wednesday 15th December

Christmas Lunch & Dress-Up Day

Thursday 16th December

Outdoor Carol Concert – 5.00pm to 7.30pm (all invited – see
above for details)

Tuesday 21st December

School finishes at 1.30pm

Parents are still invited to watch their children’s performances.
We will not be issuing tickets, but will be limiting parents/adults to 2 per child at each
performance.
We are also asking that adults wear masks when in school (unless they are exempt).
Thank you for helping us to ensure that our events are as safe as possible.

Christmas Dinner and Dress-Up Day – Wednesday 15th December
Next Wednesday is our Christmas Dress-Up Day when children (and staff) can come to school
in festive fancy dress.
This year we would like all children to bring a bottle please, for the bottle tombola we will have
at the carol concert. These can be taken into class by the children in the morning – please note
the bottles do not have to contain alcohol!

Wednesday is also our Christmas dinner day. Payment for Christmas dinner is made via
School Gateway along with all other dinners – if your child regularly has school dinners, there is
no need to make a ‘special’ payment. If your child does not usually have a school dinner, then
the cost will be £2.65, payable via School Gateway. Reception and KS1 children do not have
to pay for school dinners.
The dinner options are turkey (red) or Quorn fillet (green). There is no yellow/packed lunch
option on this day. There is no need to pre-order, children will just say what they want at
morning registration in the normal way.

Sandridge Post Box
The Sandridge School Christmas post box is in our reception area!
Children can post cards for their school friends which will be delivered each day.
Please remind/help your children to clearly address their envelopes with full
names and the correct year groups. Thank you.

Chess Club
Chess Club was launched this half-term and Jess King has been delighted to welcome lots of
keen chess players to the after school club held on Tuesdays. Some children are very
experienced players whilst others are learning from the beginning, but whatever the level
everyone has said, 'it is fun!' and Alex said, 'it's a chance to play a great game'. Other
comments from children were: Toby, “Everyone is so friendly”; Ben, “I get to play chess against
lots of different people”; Olivia, “It is the best!”
The last session before Christmas is next Tuesday 14th December, and we will begin again in
the New Year on Tuesday 11th January. There are a couple of spaces available, so if your
child would like to come along/have a trial, then please let the office know.

Year 6
Over the last 2 weeks in RE, we have been looking at the difference between a secular and
sacred Christmas. We learnt that secular means non-religious and sacred means religious.
In our first lesson, we had to work out whether Christmas cards were sacred or secular by the
pictures they had on the front. We discussed the 'true meaning of Christmas' to Christians and
recapped on the story of the birth of Jesus. We then designed our own sacred Christmas card,
included some writing inside and had to explain our choice of image and how this relates to the
Christian faith.
In our second lesson, we had to investigate song lyrics to find out if they were sacred or
secular. We had to analyse our lyrics then explain what meaning the sacred lyrics might have
to Christians at Christmas time.

Year 5
This week in science, we started to explore the mechanisms gears, levers and pulleys. We
worked in groups to do some research and then we used equipment to make our own. We had
great fun creating pulleys using rods, cotton reels and string. Noah, Jack and Erin managed to
create a double pulley to lift a weight off the ground and Dave, Amina and Ottie invented a
machine to hang your coat up using a pulley. Lois discovered that a lever worked better when
the fulcrum was closer to the weight and with Keenan and Jude, they created an impressive
invention to turn on a tap; it included gears, a lever and a pulley!

Year 4
In Year 4 this week we carried out an activity in which we created our own classification keys.
Classification keys are a way of identifying living things through a series of questions based on
their similarities and differences. For example: ‘Does it lay eggs?’
With so many living things to make records of, and so many yet to discover, it is important that
we have a system to organise and make sense of the information we have about them.
We organise living things into groups based on their similarities and differences, so that we
can learn more about what makes each species unique.

Year 3
To finish our fables unit we have been making shadow puppet theatres. This has linked our
English, Science and Maths this week and provided us with an opportunity to get our art
aprons on! We started the week by exploring how we could change the size of our shadows
and what materials would work best. We made different shapes and tried them against the
walls to see what would happen - some of us spotted that if we moved the object closer to the
light then the shadow got bigger and others discovered that you can't add detail with pencil
because it doesn't show in the shadow.
On Wednesday we started painting our stages and making the puppets, it was a great day and
we have started to put together our plays that we are hoping to share with EYFS next week.
We will share our final products with you soon!

Year 2
This week in the Year 2 shop we have been learning about giving change. We did a lot of
practise in our books first, and then we were able to be shopkeepers and buy items and give
change back! First we would pick an item from the shop (the cakes were especially popular!)
and then we could choose one coin to pay for them with. Once we had bought them, our
shopkeepers had to take the cost of the item away from the value of the coin and give the right
amount of change back to the customer.

Year 1
In PE over this half-term Year 1 have been looking at team building games and Outdoor
Adventure activities.
This week we were practising our map reading skills and being able to read a key and follow
instructions given to us by the map.
In our group we had a letter made up of different equipment which we had to recreate
correctly. We also had to make sure that when Miss Everall and Miss Webb were coming to
check that we gave them the map to correct way to correspond with the letter. Once we were
confident in recreating the letters, we turned it into a race and had to see which team could
build their letter first.

Reception
Christmas bits and bobs have appeared this week and we have enjoyed retelling the Nativity story
using small world characters, dressing trees and also looking at Christmas books and stories.
We have also enjoyed the book ‘Dear Santa’, the Nativity story and other Christmas stories.
We have been listening to stories by the light of the advent candle (we have noticed how dark it is
getting).

We wrote our letters to Father Christmas but we did think about how we may get a surprise which
would be lovely too. We all thought that we had been good!

Nursery
This week in Nursery, the children have been practising their Christmas play songs and acting out the
Nativity story. They have also drawn pictures of their roles in the play.
We read the story ‘Dear Santa’ and then talked about any presents the children might like to receive.
They made a Christmas stocking list, then sent them to Santa.

The children have been very busy making the classroom look Christmassy – they have made cards,
salt-dough shape decorations, decorated our Christmas tree and made paper garlands for the
classroom! They have also counted Christmas presents 1 to 10, named the shapes and written the
numbers.

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Hugh

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Reception: Spencer
Year 1: Evie
Year 2: Oliver

Reception: Gracie
Year 1: Matty
Year 2: Oscar

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Reagan
Olivia
Jennie
Isam

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Always showing respect and kindness to others: Avarie
Showing self-belief in all your work and challenging yourself! Matilda
Always showing all of our REPS: Orla
Being the most amazing learner and having such a positive attitude to school life: Kai
Demonstrating an admirable drive and perseverance with all her learning this week: Indiah
Working really hard in Guided Reading this week: Cameron
Being respectful to others and the school environment: Olivia F
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for making a big effort this week with her writing: Minnie
Staying for longer at school this week and being calm, engaged and joyful at this time! Reggie
Wonderful effort when learning to double and halve numbers in maths this week: Harry
Working so hard with your writing this week: Emily
Showing a mature attitude when faced with challenging situations: Charlie
Really engaging with all his learning in Maths this week: James
Being conscientious in his English work this week: Jude
Having a positive attitude towards the test this week and spending her revision time wisely: Molly
Sporting Certificates
Being so confident with jumping and balancing in gymnastics last week: Evelyn
Showing a good level of understanding of map reading when building our letter legends in PE: George
Such enthusiasm during our dances for our Nativity, helping us to remember all the moves! Alice
Control and skill in gymnastics this week: Mason
Good dribbling skills and determination during her basketball work in PE: Katie
Amazing effort in bench ball this week and working hard to support his team: Nathaniel
Remembering our dance steps and showing brilliant timing and coordination: Lucia
Player of the match chosen by Miss Everall & Miss Allard at the football game v Garden Fields: Toby
Player of the match chosen by the opposition at the football game v Garden Fields: Adam A

