
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

How is it December, already?!  Lots of Christmas activities have already been happening across the 
school as well as staff keeping the curriculum learning going for as long as absolutely possible – 

children seem very excited about Christmas, this year! 
 

Last night, we held the first Parent Forum of the academic year. We had a great meeting; really 
productive with plenty of great suggestions and food for thought. Thank you to the reps for collating 

parent comments and sharing these – and thank you to those of you sending in the very many lovely 
comments and compliments. It has really boosted staff to read the feedback and is very much 

appreciated. We will be putting minutes of the meeting together and, after the forum and governors have 
agreed them, we will send them out to everyone – aiming to do this before the end of term.  

 

Next week is ‘assessment week’ across the school. Teachers will be carrying out specific tasks and 
tests as well as reviewing children’s work across the term to assess where they are at in terms of ‘age-
relatedness’ for their year group. We are aware that some absence can’t be helped, particularly if it is 
Covid-related. Please be assured that your child will still be assessed and complete the relevant tasks 

on their return to school.   
 

Have a great weekend  

 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 3rd December 2021 

 Number of lates in each class this week: 
No lates    Year 3, Year 5 
1 late     Year 1, Year 4 
2 lates   Reception 
3 lates    Year 2, Year 6 
 

The attendance winners for 
this week are 

 Year 6 with 95.9% 
 

(Covid related absences are not 
included) 

Christmas Events 
 

Tuesday 14th December   Nursery & Reception Nativity – 9.30am (parents invited) 
 

Tuesday 14th December   KS1 Christmas Concert – 2.00pm & 6.00pm (parents invited) 
(younger siblings at 2.00pm performance only please) 
 

Wednesday 15th December  Christmas Lunch & Dress-Up Day  
 

Thursday 16th December   Outdoor Carol Concert – 5pm to 7.30pm (all invited) 
 

Tuesday 21st December  School finishes at 1.30pm 
 

 
We are pleased to be able to invite parents into school to watch their children’s 

performances. This is, of course, subject to the latest Government guidance.  We will 
not be issuing tickets, but will be limiting parents/adults to 2 per child at each 

performance.   
 

We are also asking that adults wear masks when in school (unless they are exempt).   
 

Thank you for helping us to ensure that our events are as safe as possible. 
 

The attendance champions for this month are Year 3 with 97.5% 
 

Year 3’s reward is a non-school uniform day on Friday 10th December! 
 



Covid Updates 
 

PCR Tests 
 

We have been asked by Herts County Council to share the following information with parents: 
 

• PCR tests are only recommended for people who are symptomatic or if requested by a 
healthcare professional (or if a member of your household tests positive on a PCR) 

• Demand at PCR test sites is very high at the moment 
• Please only attend a PCR test site if you have already booked an appointment online 
• If you are unable to get an appointment, you can request a PCR home test kit by 

ordering online or calling 119 
 

The diagram below is a helpful reminder of the measures we can use to limit the spread of 
Coronavirus. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even if your child’s PCR test result is negative, they may have another viral illness such as a 
cold, flu or stomach bug.  Children with diarrhoea or vomiting should stay away from school for 

2 days after their symptoms have gone. 
 
 
 

Music – Herts Music Service – Have Your Say! 
 

Hertfordshire Music Service want to better understand the needs of families to ensure they are 
providing great opportunities for all young people in the county. 

 

All parents/carers are invited to complete a short survey (via link below), especially those 
whose children don’t learn a musical instrument. 

 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/HMSHaveYourSay2021/ 

 Sandridge Post Box 
 

The Sandridge School Christmas post box is now in our reception area! 
 

Children can post cards for their school friends which will be delivered each day.  
Please remind/help your children to clearly address their envelopes with full 

names and the correct year groups. Thank you. 

https://surveys.hertfordshire.gov.uk/s/HMSHaveYourSay2021/


Year 5 
 

In Year 5 this week we are learning all about Greek warfare, their fighting strategies and the 
elements that make up a hoplite's armour. We created hoplite soldiers in Outdoor Learning, 

using equipment and nature's resources! We discussed why the Greeks needed armies, what 
the materials the Greeks may have used to create their armour and the purpose of each piece 
of armour. We enjoyed designing our shields and choosing which weapons our hoplite would 

use, as a symbol of which army he was fighting for. We are also learning about the Greek 
Gods and we are using non-fiction books to research about the Gods and Greek mythology. 

PTA News 
 

Preparations are well underway for the Outdoor Carol Concert on Thursday 16th December.   
 

We would be very grateful for donations of sweets for our sweet tombola.  Individually 
wrapped sweets such as mini bags of Haribos, or bags of chocolate coins etc. would be best.  

Please hand these into the office as soon as possible – thank you. 
 

Next week, Emma Burrows will be asking for volunteers, so please let her know if you can 
spare some time to help out at the event. 

 
As well as a performance from our Choir, each class will be singing a Christmas song, so we 

hope that all children will be able to attend. 
 

If you would like to come, please buy tickets online in advance using the link below.  Please 
note we won’t be able to sell tickets on the gate.  As we need to know numbers, we would like 

parents to order tickets for their children, but these will be FREE.   
Adult tickets cost £1.50 each.  Thank you. 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm#.YansUCXfUlR 

 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm#.YansUCXfUlR


Year 6 
 

On Monday, Year 6 had their 'History Dress-up Day'. This day was to learn about and 
celebrate fashion across the ages in Britain, from the Tudors to modern day. We all came 
dressed in clothing from different time periods and we had to create a project linked to our 

chosen period. Our projects could be presented in whichever way we liked but had to include 
information about the fashion along with other key events or fashions from that time period. We 

created PowerPoints, interviews, games and posters - we really enjoyed sharing them with 
each other! 

 
Throughout the day, we learnt about the fashion trends from the different time periods, then 

had to use our knowledge to create a timeline using images of people wearing different 
clothing. This was quite tricky as some periods had similar features within their clothing but we 
had to look for key details to help us sort them. We also had to put our knowledge to the test 
when looking at a scene from a mystery time period. The clothing and features of the house 

helped us work out which period it was from.   
 



Year 4 
 

Year 4 have been investigating the pyramids of ancient Egypt. We have found out that there 
were far more than just the Great Pyramids of Giza and that they built a huge range over a 

long time period. Using our investigation skills, we have researched the different pyramid types 
and put them into chronological order. We also discovered that Egypt's pyramids served as 

tombs for its dead kings. Pyramids were a magical place where the mummified pharaoh would 
attain eternal life. We learnt more about the first pyramid - Djoser's Step Pyramid. 

Year 3 
  

This half term we have been using the apparatus in Gymnastic lessons and have been working 
hard on controlling our movements. Our skills have been improving and we are proud of what 

we have achieved – the biggest challenge for most of us has been the ropes! 



Year 1 
 

This week Year 1 have had a big focus on our writing. We started the week by looking at what 
makes a good sentence. We know that it must have capital letters, full stops, and finger 

spaces! We were then given sentences but there was a problem with them... they didn't make 
sense as the words were all in the wrong order, with no capital letters and full stops! However, 

we rose to the challenge to correct the sentences. 

Monkey Madness in Year 2! 
 

When we came back into class on Monday after break, Miss Allard was confused because 
someone had moved her flipchart. When she opened the paper, we couldn’t believe our eyes 

because there was a message! It said, ‘Year 2, you look like you are having lots of fun. I 
wanted to have fun too! King Louie.’ We immediately checked the book corner and he had 

disappeared!  We realised we needed to be detectives and follow clues around the school to 
see if we could find him.  We had to look in the hall, corridors, SLT room, offices and 

playground before we spotted him ‘monkeying around’ on the climbing frame. We were so 
relieved to have him back and have been keeping a close eye on him ever since! 

 
 



Reception 
 

Reception have been focusing on Stickman for both Literacy and phonics this week. 
We have practised blending words to label characters and parts of Santa from the book.  It's great that 

we are really starting to think of initial sounds and blend some simple words e.g. 'cat' and 'dog' 
independently.  We also painted a Santa, as he appears at the end of Stickman, and have put all our 

Santas on display! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In a chilly Forest School we looked hard for sticks that looked like Stickman and his family.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Maths and RE we have been thinking of Advent (Christian preparation for Christmas) and the Jewish 
festival of light, 'Hanukkah'. We have observed an Advent candle, drawn pictures to create our own 

individual Advent calendar and written numbers to create an Early Years’ one.  We have sung a song 
about the eight little candles burning bright on a hanukkiah.  Ben has been sharing how he has been 

celebrating Hanukkah with a dreidel game where he won some chocolate coins! 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery 
 

Nursery have enjoyed activities linked to the story ‘Stickman’. After listening to the story, the children 
drew a picture of Stickman and retold the story in their own words. We talked about what made 

Stickman sad and how he was happy when he returned home to the family tree with his stick lady-love 
and 3 stick children.  On Friday we found sticks in our Forest School walk, to make into our own 

Stickman. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On Wednesday, we opened our school-made Advent calendar and talked about counting down to 
Christmas. The children in Nursery have drawn the pictures for the calendar, and Reception children 
wrote the numbers. Nursery children have been practising recognising their numerals and sorted the 

numbers 1 – 10 in sequence. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The children talked about and painted Santa this week.  Charly said, “He goes to houses of good boys 
and good girls”; Annie said, “He’s a man who brings presents to me and everyone in the whole world”; 
Ettie said, “He brings presents to the girls and boys in his sleigh at Christmas Eve”; Archie said, “Ho, 

ho, ho. Merry Christmas!”  
  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Having self–belief this week: Faris    
 

Wonderful self-belief and perseverance in your writing this week: Charlie LH 
 

Such perseverance with maths this week: Elsbeth 
 

Being an extremely kind and caring young lady!  Courtney  
 

Showing excellent perseverance with all her learning this week: Abigail  
 

Working so hard and persevering in maths work on shapes this week: Leila  
 

Looking after and cleaning up the school environment: Elizabeth  

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Nursery Superstar Award for looking carefully and painting a super Santa!  Charly 
 

Being so cheerful when approaching all her activities and learning this week:  Sofia 
 

Fantastic effort in learning the words to the songs in our Nativity: Imogen 
 

Such a fantastic attitude to your maths work this week: Franklin 
 

Working quietly to achieve in maths and putting her hand up to share answers: Cherry 
 

Great progress with his reading and going up a book band this week: Max M 
 

Amazing contributions to lessons this week: Jasmine 
 

Creating an excellent project about the Victorians for our History Dress Up Day: Wyat  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Practising her Angel dance so well:  Ann Teresa 
 

Wonderful teamwork, listening and map reading skills in PE: Aras  
 

Being a great dance partner while doing our King Louie dance!  Emily  
 

Sportsmanship during netball this week, encouraging others, listening carefully and working well with 

your team: Mollie-Mae 
 

Showing determination and good team work in our basketball games: Ben D 
 

Great effort during our Daily Mile this week: Amina  
 

Encouraging others and showing excellent sporting behaviour: Megan  

 

 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 
Reception:  Ben 
Year 1:  Stephanie 

Year 2:  Theo  

Star Writer awards 

 
Reception:  Oscar 
Year 1:  Hadley 

Year 2:   

Year 3:  Andrew 
Year 4:  Deni 
Year 5   Lois 
Year 6:  Tommy 

 

 
 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week: 
 

Muhammad, Albert, Alex H, Parker 

 


