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Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners for
this week are
Year 1 with 100%

1 late
2 lates
3 lates
4 lates

(Covid related absences are not
included)

Year 3, Year 5
Year 6
Reception, Year 1, Year 4
Year 2

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
This week, I have been completing Pupil Progress meetings with teachers to discuss children’s
attainment and progress, so far, this academic year. In these meetings, we have discussed
what has worked well and had a positive impact on pupils’ progress and what the specific foci
needs to be this term. Writing is a priority for the whole school and the subject most impacted
by Covid and two periods of school closure. Where children have developed bad habits and/or
forgotten key punctuation, spelling and grammar over the last couple of years, teachers are
working hard to revise previously taught units and plug gaps as well as ensuring the current
year’s curriculum is targeted and well-covered.
We would encourage all children to read to an adult EVERY day and, in turn, to be read to.
Daily reading really does have a huge impact on children’s achievement across the wider
curriculum, not just in English.
Next week, I will be carrying out lesson observations with a particular emphasis on how
teachers are prioritising recovering the curriculum and how well they are providing stretch and
challenge for all. I will also be meeting with children in KS2 to look through their books and
discuss, with them, how they think they are doing in their learning this year.
We have our Governor Day next Thursday. Mr Boxer, our Chair of Governors will write about
this in next week’s newsletter.
Have a great weekend – and may the sun continue to shine! 

Memory Garden
In School Council this year, we have
been working on the idea of renovating
the garden adjacent to the Year 3
classroom and turning it into a memory
garden. We are forming a working
party to help make decisions. We
were wondering if any parents were
interested in joining the working party.
If you are, please contact Mrs Virji on
admin@sandridge.hert.sch.uk.
Thank you.
William, Olivia and Chloe in Year 6

Help for the Homeless
We have now managed to speak with the charity co-ordinator at Open Door to discuss their
requirements. They actually do not have a need for blankets/warm clothing as they are
inundated with these donations, plus have relationships with local businesses that supply
these. However, they have given a specific lists of items that they rarely receive and would
really appreciate any donations of the following please:
Pairs of socks (any)
Boxer shorts – need to be brand new and in the packaging, size S/M
Chocolate (packets/bars)...I am sure we all have some we can donate after Christmas!
Biscuits (packaged)
Individual packets of crisps (can be part of a multipack)
Tomato ketchup/salad cream/mayonnaise
Coffee/Sugar
Please can donations be with the school by Monday 7th February.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Jess and Oliver King
Football
On Tuesday 11th January, Sandridge boys’ football team played a match against Skyswood.
They started well, breaking through the Sandridge defence to take an early lead. Soon after,
we had a corner. William put a great cross into the box and Adam directed a header into the
bottom corner of the net. Skyswood kicked off and Sandridge applied pressure on the
Skyswood defence. Skyswood began to attack and managed to break away. They put in a
cross and from that managed to get the ball in the net. Sandridge responded with a great solo
goal from Noah. It was end to end action, but Sandridge missed their chances and Skyswood
capitalised with a great team goal. Sandridge then kicked off with passion. Oliver tried to
score, but the goal-keeper swept the ball, then William managed to hit a wonder strike into the
top corner. The game was coming to a close when Skyswood put a great through-ball into the
bar, but Toby denied the shot with a great save. Sandridge started to build momentum but
Skyswood broke the moment with a winning goal. The final score was 3-4 to Skyswood.
By Toby and Mehde
Online Oriental Art Project
Our brilliant art tutor, Emmylou, is offering online lessons this term with an o riental theme.
***BOOK HERE***
Tuesdays 4.15pm, Wednesdays 4.15pm or 5.45pm, Thursdays 4.15pm.
The children will create stunning works of art using the influence of Katsushika Hokusai. From
a fox, fish and landscapes, all works will be detailed, bright and beautiful!
What do I need and links to buy mediums?
Flat table surface, your screen to see me, any HB pencil,
eraser, sharpener, pot of water. You may already have
these mediums, but if not Amazon links below:
CHALK PASTELS / OIL PASTELS / WATERCOLOUR
PENCIL / PAINT / BRUSHES / SKETCH PAD

Year 6
Before Christmas, Miss Milton told Year 6 the exciting news that she had found French pen
pals for them to write to! They were very excited and starting drafting letters straight away,
using the French they had learnt over the previous weeks. With Miss Milton's support, and
with the use of French dictionaries and resources, they wrote their letters on beautiful paper,
adding stickers and decorations they thought their pen pal might like. Lots of children also
included photographs and some children sent a little gift, such as a bookmark.
This week, Year 6 received their replies from France! They have read their letters (some parts
in English and some in French) and are currently translating the French to English to find out
more about their pen pals.

Year 5
This week in Year 5, we created black out poems using a page from our book 'Survivors'. The
story was about a young girl who survived in the jungle alone after a plane crash. The children
decided which words to use from the page to make an effective poem that linked. They thought
about the mood they were trying to create and how to carefully select the vocabulary which
would reflect this. They then drew images over the page and coloured in the background so
that only the words of their poems were visible to the reader. We had great fun doing them and
the poems were so thoughtful and dramatic!

Year 4
In Year 4 this week we carried on our work on classification keys. Classification keys are a way
of identifying living things through a series of questions based on their similarities and
differences. For example: ‘Does it have a lobed edge?’
We used PowerPoint to group and classify types of leaves. We used criteria such as their
shape, the types of edge and whether they were a compound leaf or not.

Year 3
Earlier this week we researched the different types of rocks for our non-chronological reports
for English and on Wednesday afternoon, as part of our Rocks’ Science unit, we have been
using our observations skills to explore the rocks and stones in our school grounds. The
magnifying glasses really helped us look more closely and we did really well at using specific
language to describe what we could see!

Year 2
On Wednesday, we did our investigation into the best material to fix a hole in an umbrella. We
tested them by pouring water over Miss Allard’s head! We did not know why, but the water did
not go through the paper. It was very weird! The best materials were the laminated paper and
the plastic bag. The worst materials were the hessian and the towel.
By Eve and Orla

Year 1
To celebrate the end of our Gingerbread Man English Unit, just before Christmas Year 1 had a
Gingerbread Man Decorating Tea Party. We had to follow the instructions and weigh out the
ingredients very carefully to make our gingerbread men. We got a little bit messy when mixing
the dough, but we had good fun. Once a dough had formed, we had to roll it out and use the
gingerbread man cutters. They then went into the kitchen to be cooked.
The next day, we carefully set out the cups, saucers, napkins, gingerbread men and
decorations on the table. We used lovely manners to ask for a gingerbread man to decorate
and for the icing and toppings. We had cups of tea and were very creative when decorating our
gingerbread men!

Reception
Over the last 7 days we have been thinking about New Year/Winter and the Gruffalo. We have
explored ‘insta snow’ (as we haven’t had the genuine stuff this year!). We sang the ‘January’
song. We also relished the challenge to use ‘numicon’ to create ‘22’ (for 2022!) in different
ways in maths.

We have really enjoyed acting out the well-loved Gruffalo story. Our new friend Oscar was
brave enough to take part. We have also enjoyed our new role play area…the Gruffalo’s cave!

We have been drawing the Gruffalo as we thought about describing him. We did this on
whiteboards first and then using pastels. We wrote thought bubbles for the different characters
in the story too and last but not least we even made Gruffalo Crumble! Roll on the Gruffalo’s
Child next week!

Nursery
This week we welcomed 3 new children to our Nursery class: Nancy, Teddy and Oliver.
This term, Nursery are focussing on the topic of ‘Weather’ – the children talked about the New
Year 2022 and found out that the weather is now colder and that the season is called ‘Winter’.
This week’s activities have been based around the story of ‘The Gruffalo’. The children have
painted the Gruffalo, counted the characters in the story (1 – 5), made Gruffalo crumble and in
PE walked in the Gruffalo woods (using apparatus to go over, under, around, behind, on top
of). In Forest School the children bravely followed giant Gruffalo footprints!

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Ella, Reagan, Mason, William B, Aaron C,

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics awards
Reception: Harper
Year 1: Sara
Year 2: Alex

Reception: William
Year 1: Charlie
Year 2: Cece-Blue

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5
Year 6:

Mollie-Mae
Leia
Nathaniel
William

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Showing respect and kindness towards her peers this week and creating a bag for her friend: Sophie
Being such a kind and helpful member of the class and helping our new child settle in: Matty
Showing respect and equality towards all members of class and cheering up anyone who is upset: Lilly
Showing great perseverance in maths this week: Sayfoddine:
Showing excellent effort during choir and contributing so well: Elizabeth T
Brilliant self-belief in maths this week when tackling fractions: Alyssa
Persevering in all lessons and always showing a willingness to improve and learn more: Mehde
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for her beautiful painting of the Gruffalo: Lillie
Settling in so well into his new school this week and making new friends: Oscar P
Always having such wonderful manners when talking to everyone in school: Imogen
Such hard work in all of our lessons this week and producing so much excellent work: Eve
Showing focus in lessons and achieving more within the time set: David
Lovely, neat presentation of work and joining his handwriting consistently: Noah H
Incredible kindness when his friend forgot his football boots, running home & back to get some: Nathan
Working hard in maths and showing she has remembered the skills she has learnt: Clara-Mai
Sporting Certificates
Moving really well like the different Gruffalo creatures when we played Gruffalo maths games in the
hall for PE this week: Parker
Fantastic effort in gymnastic last week when doing point and patch balances: Stephanie
Thinking of some interesting point and base balances in gym: Meral
His ninja-like skills in hockey this week: Thomas
Fantastic effort and teamwork during our orienteering lesson: Henry LH
An amazing goal in the football match this week against Skyswood: Noah PK
Putting 100% effort into all sport he takes part in: Donny-Lee
Player of the match for Tuesday’s football match against Skyswood as voted by the team: Medhe

