
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines  
 

(this week’s ‘Head’lines is courtesy of Andy Boxer, Chair of Governors) 
 

Yesterday, five fellow governors and I visited the school as part of our ongoing support and 
monitoring responsibility.  We spent the day observing the children at work and play, meeting 
with staff, looking at pupils’ written work, discussing their attainment and progress, surveying 
children’s perception of safeguarding and well-being, and carrying out some statutory termly 
checks. I should say from the outset that we found it an extremely informative and thoroughly 

enjoyable experience. 
 

During the day, we visited every class, observing – amongst others – Maths, English, Outdoor 
Learning, and P.E. lessons.  As just one of many examples of the way in which teachers often 
plan thematically across the curriculum, we watched children in Early Years learning to take 

turns, enjoying ‘Gruffalo’ Maths and Writing and going on a ‘Gruffalo’ trail looking for footprints.  
So absorbed were they in the experience that they firmly believed the Gruffalo, snake, owl and 

fox had been on the school field!  One governor particularly enjoyed witnessing the Y1 
children’s excitement during their Forest School session, as they searched for items to 

complete their clay models of mammoths.   
 

What stood out very clearly for all of us was the way in which the children were always totally 
focussed on and engaged with their work, and happy to explain to us what was involved and 

what they were learning. This was, to us, a clear indication of the effort their teachers devote to 
meticulous and imaginative planning, and the excellent pupil-teacher relationships that make 

our school such a nurturing environment. It was a real joy to observe pupils making clear 
progress in the course of a single lesson, and to see at first-hand how the continued hard work 

of teachers and support staff provides a sound structure to facilitate this. 
 

During the lunch break (and after an excellent lunch with the children) we took the opportunity 
to visit the playgrounds and carry out a ‘pupil voice,’ well-being and safeguarding survey.  

Having questioned a spectrum of pupils across the whole age range, it was very clear from the 
answers they gave that they are very happy to come to school, that they feel safe in school, 

and that it is a friendly and welcoming environment in which to learn.  Having been momentarily 
concerned when one child answered that she didn’t really enjoy playtimes, I was relieved when 
she explained that this was actually because she was rather clumsy and tripped over her own 

feet quite a lot! 
 

We are very grateful to Miss Roberts, her Senior Leadership Team and all teachers and 
support staff for allowing us this valuable opportunity to see Sandridge School in full swing! 

 
A happy weekend to you all. 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 21st January 2022 

 Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

1 late    Year 1, Year 3 
2 lates    Reception, Year 4, Year 5, Year 6 
6 lates  Year 2 

 

The attendance winners for 
this week are 

 Year 3 with 98.8% 
 

(Covid related absences are not 
included) 



Football by Megan 
 

On Thursday 20th January, the girls’ football team played a match against Skyswood.  It was a tough 
game, and each and every one of them had to put in 100% effort, especially as there were no 

substitutes so they all had to play the whole game.  In the first half of the match, Megan scored one 
goal and then the girls conceded two.  After half-time, Megan scored a second goal, then Skyswood 
scored a third.  In the last few minutes of the game, Megan scored a third goal, making the overall 

result 3-3.  It was definitely the best teamwork yet, and because of that, they were able to bring the ball 
forward and score.  Our defenders were outstanding (well done, Scarlet and Molly!) and blocked some 

incredible attempts by Skyswood.  The next day, Molly was voted player of the match – a very  
well-earned achievement! 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Flu Vaccination 
 

If your child still requires a flu vaccination and is not yet protected against this year’s strain of flu, 
please contact your regional team via email - Hertfordshire@v-uk.co.uk - to arrange an appointment. 

 
The flu vaccination is recommended to help protect your child against flu which can be an unpleasant 

illness and can cause serious complications. Vaccinating your child will also help protect more 
vulnerable family and friends by preventing the spread of flu. With COVID-19 still in circulation it is 

important to reduce the number of those becoming ill with flu this winter to help protect them, the NHS 
and social care. 

 
The vaccination is free and is a quick, simple and painless spray up the nose. Even if your child had 
the vaccine last year, the type of flu can vary each winter so it is recommended to have it again this 

year or they won’t be protected. 

 

Help for the Homeless – Open Door  
 

Thank you for your donations so far, please keep them coming!  As a reminder we would appreciate 
any donations of the following please: 

 
 Pairs of socks, boxer shorts (brand new and in the packaging, size S/M),  

chocolate (packets/bars), biscuits (packaged), individual packets of crisps, tomato ketchup/salad 
cream/mayonnaise, coffee/sugar. 

  

Please can donations be with the school by Monday 7th February.  
 

Jess and Oliver King 

mailto:Hertfordshire@v-uk.co.uk


Year 5 
 

This week in Year 5, we have really been getting stuck into our Rainforests topic in both our 
English and geography lessons. In English, the children have been starting to write their own 
safety guides to trekking in the jungle after we read the incredible story of Juliane Koepke and 

her survival. In geography this week, we learnt about the layers of the rainforest and the 
conditions, animals and plants that belong to each. We played an action quiz to identify the 

features of the layers and then started to make flap books to show what we had learnt. 

Year 6 
 

Over the last few weeks in Science, we have been learning about micro-organisms. We learnt that 
there are three kingdoms of micro-organism: protist, fungi and bacteria. Last week, we focused on 
bacteria and learnt about significant discoveries in history relating to disease, vaccination and food.  

This week, we have focused on yeast (a fungi). We planned an experiment to find out which ingredient 
yeast was mixed with, would cause the greatest reaction. We predicted using our knowledge of yeast 
and thought about which food yeast would feed on to create carbon dioxide. Lots of people predicted 

that flour would create the reaction as it is a main ingredient in bread making.   
When we came back in from lunch, we were amazed to see that one of our bags - the one filled with 
the mixture of yeast, water and sugar - had massively increased in size! Lots of people didn't predict 

this would be the one yeast reacts with, but we learnt afterwards that yeast feeds on sugars and 
ferments them, therefore producing carbon dioxide. 



Year 4 
 

In Year 4 this week, we have been developing our gymnastic skills. We practised different rolls 
(pencil roll and a teddy bear roll) and learned some new balances. Instead of performing 

individually, we worked in pairs and small groups to perfect mirror and counter balances which 
both required a good deal of control and teamwork. We then put some of these new skills into 

short sequences and demonstrated our work to the rest of the class. 

Year 3 
 

In maths we have begun to look at written methods for division. We learnt how to group onto 
the number line and used counters to physically see how many groups we were able to get out 
of a given number.  We enjoyed 'exploding' onto the tables and some of us even moved onto 

working out whether to round up or down when we have remainders. 
 



Year 1 
 

In Maths this week, Year 1 have been focusing on measuring length and height using different items to 
measure including cubes, rulers and our bodies.  

On Thursday we were given a variety of different items that we had to measure accurately using our 
ruler to the nearest cm and half cm. 

 
Once we had measured an item we had to write the length of the item on the table using our 

whiteboard pens. We then discussed which item was the longest and shortest. After we had measured 
all the items we had to compare the items length. 

 
This is what we noticed when comparing the items: 

Artie, “The book was longer than the card.” 
Sara, “The domino is shorter than the pen.”  

Aliza “The flashcard is longer than the domino.” 
Hadley, “The blue stick is shorter than the book.”  

George, “The envelope is longer than the domino.” 
Harry, “The numicon is shorter than the envelope.” 

Year 2 
 

In English we have been learning about traditional tales looking specifically at ‘Rapunzel’ by 
Bethan Woollvin. In this version of Rapunzel instead on being saved by Prince Charming, 

Rapunzel saves herself by cutting her own hair while the witch is climbing it and sending her 
plummeting to the ground. This week we have been innovating using the text and a frame but 
making changes so we can write our own version. The children have set their stories all over 
the place: underwater, in the desert, in basements, in glass towers, football stadiums or even 
in Hogwarts! Rapunzel’s hair has also changed to a wide variety of colours across the class. 

We finished planning our versions of the text this week and can’t wait to start writing on 
Monday! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Nursery 
 

This week in Nursery, our learning was based on the story ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’. The children listened 
to, acted out and discussed the story. They drew some fabulous pictures of the characters and re-told 
the story in their own words. Teddy told us, “He was a shadow”; Lillie said, “The big bad mouse was 

just a shadow from the moon!” 
 

The children matched different animals in the story to their footprint / trail. 
 

They enjoyed playing ‘hide and seek’ with a Gruffalo puppet (where the louder and faster the bells ring, 
denotes how close to the hiding Gruffalo they are.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In PE they: slid over the benches (snake), jumped / flew off the box (owl), crawled under the box (fox), 
jumped off the bench (mouse) and waded through the mud mats (Gruffalo) before crawling into the 

cave to go to sleep (Gruffalo’s child). 
 

The children investigated different footwear – matching pairs of shoes. They looked at the patterns on 
the bottom of their shoes and wellies, and went for a ‘welly walk’ in the frost and mud. Then they made 
paint prints of welly soles. They played the game: ‘What’s the time Mr Gruffalo?’ – counting footsteps. 

 

In Forest School, they went on a ‘Gruffalo hunt’, following his footprints. 

Reception 
 

In Literacy and ‘Communication and Language’ Reception have enjoyed using their knowledge of the 
characters from last week’s Gruffalo story and this week’s Gruffalo’s Child story. 

We have been focussing on ‘describing’ the characters and we have used character descriptions to 
help us play our Gruffalo ‘What’s Up?’ Game! We each took turns to wear a headband with an unknown 
Gruffalo story character on our heads and then we had to ask questions to find out who our character 

was (or who we were)! We played it with the whole class and then in our groups.  The adults were most 
impressed to hear the fantastic questions that the children came up with: “Do I slither?” asked Oscar T; 

“Do I have purple prickles all over my back?” asked Sophie; “Does it have a long tail?” asked Ralph; 

“Are my eyes orange?” asked William. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Forest School we went to look for animal tracks/footprints outside. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Showing respect and equality by being a lovely friend and helper to his peers:  Seth 
 

Having wonderful perseverance and self-belief in everything you do in class: Aras 
 

Always showing all of our REPS around the classroom and helping others if they are struggling: Lizzy B 
 

Simply being an amazing learner and always putting 100% effort into everything you do: Reagan  
 

Showing excellent self-belief and confidence during class discussions: Max E 
 

Amazing work in maths over the past 2 weeks: Ottie 
 

Showing all of the REPS qualities this week!  Scarlet  

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Nursery Superstar Award for listening and joining in with small group activities and being  

friendly and kind to his peers: Tommie 
 

Making certificates for her friends and thinking of lovely reasons to give them too!  Avarie 
 

Fantastic measuring this week in maths: Artie 
 

Such an improvement in your concentration in lessons and being so focussed: Aaron C 
 

Trying really hard in maths lessons this week when we began using a number line for division: Olivia L 
 

Fantastic effort in all her learning: Amy 
 

Brilliant hard work and conscientious attitude: Adam A 
 

Challenging himself and engaging brilliantly in maths this week:  Kenny  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Jumping in different ways during PE last week and modelling landing with her knees bent: Sofia  
 

Showing wonderful skill and control when doing different jumps in gymnastics: Hadley 
 

Perfect posture in gymnastics: Olivia S  
 

For your effort and participation in dance this week:  Albert  
 

Controlled, smooth balances and rolls in her gymnastics work: Olivia H 
 

Brilliant team effort in hockey lessons and our girls’ football team: Lacey  
 

Showing excellent skills and enthusiasm during dance lessons: Smallone  
 

A brilliant game in defence and being voted player of the match against Skyswood on Thursday: Molly 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 
Reception:  Gracie 
Year 1:  Evie 

Year 2:  Albie 

Star Writer awards 

 
Reception:  Ralph 
Year 1:  Aliza 

Year 2:  Lilly 

Year 3:  Cherry 
Year 4:  Noah 
Year 5   Jasmine  
Year 6:  Isla 

 

 
 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week: 
 

Cece-Blue 

 


