
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 

 
What a lovely sunny week it has been…the children have enjoyed playing on the outdoor climbing 

equipment at break and lunchtimes…I have never seen them so excited! 
 

It has been assessment week for most classes, this week. Teachers will be analysing tests, tasks and 
other activities alongside looking through the children’s books and assessing against a wide range of 

Reading, Writing and Maths criteria to work out what progress has been made across the curriculum so 
far this academic year. Year 6 have their mock SATs week next week; Monday-Thursday.  

 
Good news…we have managed to secure an after-school care provider from the start of next term.  

Super Star Sport will run after-school care from 3:10-5:30p.m Monday – Friday, starting Tuesday 19th 
April, for £10 per child per day. 

Each day will begin with a registration period and short snack time before a 40 min sports / games 
activity. If you only want your child to do the first sports activity until 4:30p.m, then the charge will only 
be £5 per child per day. Between 4:30-5:30p.m there will be a second sporting and/or games activity 

such as bodyboarding, circus skills, lacrosse and multi-sports (more details including flyers will be sent 
separately).  

Children doing the sports club only may bring a snack and a drink to have at the end of the school day. 
Children staying on until 5:30p.m may bring additional snacks and drinks as no food will be supplied by 

the club provider.  
 

We are so pleased to be able to offer after-school care once again – we know many of you have really 
struggled to juggle work and childcare over the last few months. 

 
For further information or to ask questions about the provision, please speak to Mrs Virji in the school 

office.  
 

Have a great weekend – don’t forget that the clocks go forward an hour at 1a.m on Sunday!  

 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 25th March 2022 

 Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

No lates Reception  
1 late  Year 3 
2 lates  Year 1, Year 4, Year 6 

3 lates   Year 2, Year 5 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Year 2 with 96.2% 

Choir Concert and Bake Sale – next Monday after school 
 

On Monday, straight after school finishes, the choir will be putting on a concert in the 
playground.  They will also be selling cakes to raise money for the coach for their travel to the 

Young Voices concert at the 02 in May.  Please stay and listen to them sing, and buy a cake as 
well!  We will be able to take cash for the cakes. 

 

Thank you for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 

We break up next Friday 1st April at 1.30p.m 



Reach Out for Refugees 
 

Thank you to children (and staff) who came to school dressed in blue and yellow on Monday 
for our ‘Reach out for Refugees’ day, along with many other schools in St Albans and across 
Hertfordshire.  You can read what some of our classes learnt about in the class paragraphs 

below. 
 

Thank you, also, to everyone who donated.  If you wish to make a donation, you can still do so 
via The Herts for Refugees JustGiving page linked below:  

 
https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ReachOutForRefugees 

 

Football – Match Report 
 

On Friday, the boys’ football team (including Molly, Scarlet and Megan from the girls’ team) 
travelled to Maple Primary School for our last match of the season.  

 
We started off well with William and Adam testing the opposition’s goalkeeper.  But, just before 

half-time, Maple scored from a throw-in.  Then, immediately after half-time, the home side 
scored a well-worked goal from kick-off.  After that, Sandridge’s chances became few and far 

between.  Our match ended 4-0 which wasn’t the ideal way to end our otherwise brilliant 
season!  

Book Fair 
 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Book Fair.  Each of your 
purchases will earn our school commission which we can spend on 

books to benefit the whole school. 
 

Thank you too, to our parent helpers: Mrs Langsdale, Ms Georgieva-
Marinova, Mrs Luke, Mrs Penny, Mrs Kenner and Ms Wallace. 

Families Hertfordshire Magazine March/April 
 

https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/fh103ma22m?fr=sMWFkYjQ3MjE0Mzc 
 

The above link takes you to the online version of the magazine.  It has lots of 
great features to read, competitions, recipes and ideas for Easter! 

 
 
 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/ReachOutForRefugees
https://issuu.com/familiesonline/docs/fh103ma22m?fr=sMWFkYjQ3MjE0Mzc


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
 

This week in Year 5, the children have been working really hard during our assessments and 
we have been focusing on improving our scores and only comparing to ourselves, not others. 
In science, we investigated separating materials using different methods. The children were 
given a mixture of rice, water, sand, salt, paper clips and raisins. They then had to use their 

understanding of different separation techniques, such as sieving, filtering and evaporation, to 
separate each material as cleanly as possible. It took some time and perseverance, but Mrs 
Hunt was quite impressed with the end results. We're just waiting for our water to evaporate 

now, to leave behind the salt. 
 

Year 6 
 

For the Herts for Refugees day, Year 6 learnt all about what a refugee is and discussed 
reasons as to why somebody might become a refugee. We read a story about how quickly a 

situation changed in a child's life, one day when they were at school, and talked about how that 
must have felt.  

For the task, we had to imagine that a refugee was coming to our school. We could either 
make a welcome poster or design a help guide using both English and the refugee's home 
language. A lot of people chose to imagine it was a refugee who had come from Ukraine; 

others thought about different countries e.g. Syria or Afghanistan. 



Year 4 
 

On Monday, we spent the afternoon finding out about the Herts for Refugees’ campaign 
‘Reach out for Refugees’. We learnt about what refugees are, why they have fled their country, 

what we can do to help refugees and how Herts for Refugees help people in need. This 
inspired us as a class to do something to help others. The children decided they wanted to 

draw pictures and write letters to refugees to let them know they are in our thoughts and that 
we support them. Two children even decided to write a letter to our local MP Daisy Cooper to 

campaign to allow refugees to live in St Albans. We are really proud of the work they produced 
and are hoping to send our letters out soon. 

Year 3 
   

This term we have been thinking carefully about the reader when we write and have been 
making sure we choose words that help create imagery. As well as this, we have learnt about 

the different ways to start sentences and how this can help build cohesion (glue our ideas 
together). To give us an opportunity to show off our new skills, we used a short clip from 

Encanto as a stimulus for our Extended Writing. Here are some of our sentences: 
 

His eyes lit up in excitement.  - Charlie 
Silence fell across the room as Antonio stood there at the end of the aisle, his knees trembling with 

fear. - Reagan 
He was astonished, astounded, thunderstruck and flabbergasted to see a toucan asking him, "Can 

I bring my friends?" - Thomas 
He stood there in silence, hands sweating, fingers crossed; the crowd was silent. - Mollie-Mae 

He went to the door and took a deep breath and...he got a power! - Kai 
There was a huge crowd with eager faces staring at him, he could see his family smiling at him. - 

Cherry 
His eyes widened as the door sparkled. - Henry 

There were flowers that were lapis blue, bubble-gum pink and banana yellow. - Mason 
He stretched his hand out to his cousin. - David 

It was uneasy for Antonio as he stepped up the stairs. - Albert 
Then Antonio and Mirabel walked down the aisle holding hands with shocked faces staring at 

them. - Courtney. 
He was on the floor tiles and was scared.  - Spencer 

The house looked beautiful it had been decorated for a special occasion Antonio’s special 
celebration. - Andrew 

When Antonio saw everyone looking at him he was scared. - Sayfoddine 
They walked up the stairs where everyone was staring at them Antonio was scared to get his gift 

his family were scared too. - Adriana 
Antonio tried to touch the door but had a sudden pause but he touched the door knob and the door 

lit up. - Olivia 



Year 1 
 

On Wednesday, Year 1 looked at the changes that take place from winter to spring as part of 
learning about seasonal changes in science.  We started off by looking at some pictures and we 
had to decide whether it was winter or spring. We discussed what helped us know it was winter, 

such as the children wearing hats and scarves, there being snow on the ground and the trees not 
having leaves.  We then saw a different set of photos and had to look for clues to tell us it was 

spring, such as the animals being out, blossom on the trees and daffodils growing. 
 

Here are some of the thoughts we had when comparing spring and winter:  
Matty, “Snow goes away in spring and the flowers and animals come out.” 

Donald, “In spring the flowers come up.” 
Stephanie, “Winter days are shorter than spring.” 

Sara, “Spring has flowers and butterflies. The trees have leaves.“ 
 

 

Year 2 
 

In maths we were measuring mass. To do this we used balance scales and a selection of 
different weights. We put an item that we wanted to weight in one side of the scale and then 

we placed some weights in the other side until it was balanced. We weighed so many things in 
the classroom and started to compare and find out if items were heavier or lighter. 

We then went outside to complete a 
'Spring Colour Scavenger Hunt', 

unfortunately we struggled with lots of the 
colours due to it being so early in spring, 

so after Easter we will see if we can find a 
greater range of colours outside. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Nursery 
 

On Monday this week all the children came dressed in blue and yellow as a sign of respect – we 
thought about how some people in other countries are having tough and difficult times at the moment. 

 

We have continued thinking about the season of Spring. We made a list of all the things that are 
changing – buds, blossom, warmer weather, baby animals and longer days. We have enjoyed singing a 

song ‘It happens each Spring’.  The children have looked closely at and named the different parts of 
flowers. They have been painting/sticking/collaging flowers and even tried flower arranging! 

 

 After listening to the story of ‘Monkey Puzzle’ the children drew a picture of their Mummy and talked 
about what their Mummy does for them, and how their Mummy loves and looks after them. Lillie said, 

“Mummy has lipstick on. She looks after me and she loves me. She tidies up for me really fast!”; Teddy 
said, “Mummy looks after me. She gives me a plaster when I have a hurt. She loves me. I love 

Mummy.”; Ellie said, “My Mummy cooks me a lovely dinner and she looks after me and Daddy.” 
 

We have talked about the Queen – who she is, where she lives, what she wears, how old she is, who 
her family are, how long she has been a Queen, what her duties are… then we designed a new stamp 

(for a PTA project). Samuel told his friend, “Do you know, she has been Queen for 70 years!” 

Reception 
 

Last Friday it was the Jewish festival of Purim and Ben told us about the story of Queen Esther, and 
said that in the synagogue, when the name of Haman (the baddy) is mentioned, they all make loud 

noises with instruments. 
 

All through the year we have been saying the register in different languages in the afternoon (usually 

ones represented in the class) and this week we practised saying it in Ukrainian; ‘Здравствуйте  / 
Zdravstvuyte’.  The first sound is ‘s’ and the next is ‘t’, but you can google this for the full pronunciation.  

 On Monday, when we were dressed in yellow and blue, we had a serious thinking time and thought 
about the word ‘refugee’ and watched a simple PowerPoint about what that means.  We learnt that 
some people, just like us and our families, have to leave their home for a variety of reasons e.g. an 

earthquake, fighting, or because its not safe to be there.  We thought about what we would take with us 
if we had to leave home and talked about this with our friends. Some of us thought we would take our 

cars, computers, clothes, cuddly toys and food and drink. We discussed which of these would be 
possible or the most important.  Finally, we thought about hope for all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have been monitoring the progress of the mustard and cress seeds that we sprinkled on wet cotton 
wool last week… they have kept growing and growing! We are hoping to eat some of them with our egg 

sandwiches next week when we focus on Humpty Dumpty and other eggs! 
 

We have also been thinking about Spring and noticed how the bulbs planted at least 3 years ago have 
grown and flowered again… We have been wondering about this in the chorus of our Spring song: 

“Why does it happen like this every year…who tells them all went to grow? It’s not just by accident 
that’s very clear, It’s something I would like to know!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Returning to school with resilience and amazing self-belief with all her learning:  Ann Teresa 
 

Always trying your best in all of our lessons. You follow all of our values wonderfully: Imogen 
 

Showing such perseverance and working so hard with your reading: Aaron  
 

Making so much progress with your writing – your perseverance has paid off: Courtney 
 

Showing excellent effort and perseverance during her learning:  Hayley 
 

Working really hard on her reading, both at home and in school: Lois  
 

Showing more self-belief across the curriculum: Olivia F 

 

 Certificates of Merit 
 

Nursery Superstar Award for joining in enthusiastically with our learning about 'Spring': Hope 
 

Coming back to school with such a positive attitude to your learning:  Evelyn 
 

Being such a happy and helpful member of the class and having a constant smile on your face!  Sara 
 

Being so focussed and working hard on our special booklets: Emily  
 

Responding positively to your handwriting feedback and working hard: David  
 

Working creatively and independently when programming letters in computing: James  
 

Amazing improvement in her arithmetic scores on our assessment papers: Lacey 
 

Being conscientious in every lesson and trying to achieve her full potential all the time: Erin A 

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Being a fantastic rope climber indoors and tree climber outdoors!  Spencer M 
 

Demonstrating fantastic control in gymnastics when jumping, climbing, swinging, and balancing: Matilda 
 

Excellent work in gymnastics: Alice  
 

Putting 100% effort into running the Daily Mile every time we go out: Cherry  
 

Demonstrating good gymnastic skills when producing a sequence: Leia 
 

Being a fantastic partner in her tennis lessons this week: Erin T 
 

Showing excellent control and working well with his partner during tennis: Tommy  
 

Players of the match in the final boys’ football game of the season: Adam & Tommy  

Phenomenal Phonics Awards 
 
Reception:  Oscar P 
Year 1:  Aras 

Year 2:  Albie 

Star Writer awards  
 

Reception:  Avarie  
Year 1:  All of Year 1! 

Year 2:  Oliver 

Year 3:  Reagan  
Year 4:  Amy 
Year 5:  Amina  
Year 6:  Lucia  

 

 
 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week: 
 

Melis 


