
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 

 
Before I wish you all a restful break, I would like to raise the issue of term-time holidays. We have 

had an unbelievable amount of pupils take unauthorised holidays this term, particularly missing the 
last few days of term this week. Please see the table below: 

 

 No. of pupils missing school  No. of sessions missed 

Reception  2 12 

Year 1 2 6 

Year 2 4 16 

Year 3 3 9 

Year 4 2 11 

Year 5 2 14 

Year 6 3 12 

Total number of sessions / days missed 80 sessions (40 days) 

 
Given the amount of phone calls, emails and face-to-face conversations we had with parents 

throughout the two periods of school closure that focused on how worried they were about missed 
learning and the impact this would have on children’s education; this is a shocking amount of 

unauthorised holiday absence.  
We have 13 weeks’ holiday every academic year. I imagine if staff took a week’s holiday here and 
there or missed the last few days each term, this would not be well-received. Could I please ask 

you to be mindful that we are working tirelessly to make up lost learning and recover the curriculum 
– children have not yet caught up; some are more behind than others. Please help us to help your 

children by ensuring they are in school when they should be. Thank you.  
 

On a happier note… 
 

Huge thanks to everyone who took part in The Reach Out for Refugees Day a few weeks ago. So 
far, over £20,000 has been raised by St Albans’ schools and there are still donations coming in. 
This is an amazing achievement and we proud to have been involved in this city-wide event. So, 

thank you again, for getting involved and donating – it really is great news! 
 

Finally, today we said goodbye to Mrs Hunt as she goes on maternity leave. Children and staff gave 
her a send-off in assembly, this morning. We wish her a relaxing and restful few weeks before the 
baby arrives and can’t wait to meet ‘bump’. Mrs Hunt, we will miss you! Come and see us soon. 

 
I wish all of you a restful and enjoyable Easter holiday  

Stay safe and well. We look forward to seeing you again on Tuesday 19th April at 8:45a.m.  

 
 

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
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 Number of lates in each class this week: 
 

1 late  Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 
2 lates  Reception, Year 1, Year 6, 

3 lates   Year 2  

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Year 5 with 98.3% 

We return to school on Tuesday 19th April  



Choir Concert and Bake Sale 
 
 
 
 

 

Message from Herts County Council 
 

As we step into spring, we’re encouraging residents to be kind and stay healthy by following simple 
steps to live life safely with COVID-19, stop the spread and protect others. For up-to-date information 

go to https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving 
 

The simple steps people are encouraged to follow are: 

 Be kind – respect people wearing masks or keeping their distance from you. They may well 
be very vulnerable to infection 

 Be informed – know your level of risk and get good, trusted advice on managing it 

 Be vaccinated or boosted – ensure you and those around you are vaccinated when invited 

 Be safe – manage your risk when socially mixing (hands, face, space, fresh air) 

 Be prepared – if you get Covid, stay at home and get early treatment should you need it 

 Be supported – as well as your family and friends, HertsHelp can offer support 
 

COVID-19 vaccination 
Vaccination continues to offer the best protection for ourselves and others around us from becoming 
seriously ill from COVID-19. There are lots of walk-in options available locally for first, second doses 

and boosters, you can find your nearest vaccination centre and also book an appointment at: 
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/ 

 

The national booking system for healthy 5 to 11 year olds to receive their COVID-19 vaccination will 
open from 2nd April. Parents and carers can book appointments at larger vaccination centres and in 

some community pharmacies. Appointments will also be available at some GP run sites, if so they will 
contact you directly and you can book through your practice. 

 

Vaccinations are already available for clinically vulnerable 5 to 11 year-olds, and children in this age 
group who live with someone who has a weakened immune system. Until now vaccinations for this ‘at 
risk’ group of children have been available through GPs and special schools, but parents and carers 

will also be able to book through these through the national booking service from 2nd April. 
 

For more information on vaccinations for this age group visit: 
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people 

 

Stay at home if you have symptoms 
Guidance remains that if you have symptoms of COVID-19, (a high temperature, a new, continuous 

cough or a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste), you should stay at home and avoid 
contact with other people, regardless of a positive test result. Get advice about staying at home and 

avoiding contact with others 
 

There is support available locally to help people who need to self-isolate, call HertsHelp on 0300 123 
4044, email info@hertshelp.net or visit www.hertshelp.net 

 

Please don’t send children and young people back to school following the Easter holidays if they have 
any symptoms or feel unwell. There continues to be a high number of outbreaks across Hertfordshire’s 
childcare and education settings – they need our support to help protect our communities and have the 

least disruption to children’s learning and development as possible. 
 

We’d like to once again say thank you for continuing to play your part and for helping to keep 
yourselves and others safe. We hope you enjoy a great Easter break. 

Thank you to everyone who 
stayed after school to listen to our 
choir singing and bought a cake 

or two at our cake sales. 
 Thank you also to choir parents 
who donated such an amazing 

amount of cakes!  

We raised a fantastic £325! 

 
 
 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/covidliving
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
mailto:info@hertshelp.net
http://www.hertshelp.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 5 
 

This week in Year 5, we have been looking at persuasive writing and the techniques used in 
various examples. We have watched some persuasive speeches and thought about what the 

speaker has done to have more impact. We then tried using some of these in our own reading, 
trying to show confidence, speaking clearly, pausing for effect, gaining eye contact and 
emphasising particular words. In our writing, we have tried to use repetition, rhetorical 

questions, emotive language, personal pronouns and powerful adjectives to really impact our 
reader. 

 

Year 6 
 

For our Geography topic, 'Extreme Earth', we have been learning about volcanoes. Our 
optional homework last week was to create a piece of artwork or a model of a volcano. On 

Monday, we shared our homework with the class and used a range of ingredients to 'explode' 
our volcanoes! Fortunately, all of them, with different methods, worked and we discussed the 
scientific understanding behind why the ingredients helped to create an 'explosion' (some of 

this Mrs Hardie had shared during her assemblies). 



Year 4 
 

We have been doing some drawing in art this week. To help us prepare for some print making 
that we will be planning, we have created some quick but careful line drawings of an 

arrangement of everyday objects (a still-life). We looked carefully at how they were positioned 
and drew only what we could see. Using only light pencil lines, we sketched the objects and 
took some inspiration from the beautiful still-life paintings of the Italian artist Giorgio Morandi. 

 
 

Year 3 
   

The weather was so nice on Monday afternoon that we were tasked with the challenge of 
creating a shelter for shade on the field. Year 1 had joined us for our learning so we split into 
mixed-age teams to build our dens. We first had to work as a team to carry the equipment to 

the field and then we had to work out what materials we would need.  There were lots of 
suggestions and Mrs Barrasso was impressed with how well both classes listened to each 
other and shared out the tasks to involve everyone.  When building, there were quite a few 

challenges to overcome but together we managed to create shelters that stood up...with a little 
bit of help from us! 



Year 2 
 

We have been learning about sewing in Year 2. We have learnt about threading needles, tying 
knots and a range of stitches including running stitch, diagonal stitch and cross stitch. We have 
been practising all of these skills on cross stitch canvas. We were then given the design brief 
that we had to design and make a bag for an explorer to store their compass in. We designed 
our bags and started to create them this week. First, we had to cut our fabric into 4 pieces, two 

handles, a back panel and a front panel. Then we started using one of the stitches that we 
have learnt to sew along the handles to reinforce them to ensure they maintain their shape 
when the bag is used to carry the compass. We can't wait to continue our bag project and 

show you what we make! 

Year 1 
 

On Monday afternoon we went into the Year 3 classroom to complete some Easter-themed 
collages.  We were paired with Year 3 children and were given a blank Easter egg to decorate 

with different strips of collage paper. The strips all had different patterns on them and Mrs 
Barrasso showed us how to trim the edges to make it neat and talked through how to choose 

the strips to make it effective. We got a bit sticky but were great at helping to tidy away! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Nursery 
 

What a fun week the children in Nursery have had, with their spring and Easter activities. They have 
enjoyed lots of creative projects – making Easter cards, Easter cooking, and painting their hanging 

springtime decorations. 
 

 We have listened to spring and Easter stories, been on a spring walk, sung songs about spring and 
identified baby springtime animals (and which animal Mum they belong to). 

 

The children enjoyed thinking about Humpty Dumpty – how he felt when he fell off the wall and cracked 
open. They investigated and experimented with real eggs falling onto different surfaces to discover 
which surface was hardest. They looked inside an egg, cooked eggs and made and tasted an egg 

sandwich. We enjoyed playing hide and seek with eggs, and of course our Easter egg hunt on Friday! 

Reception 
 

What an egg-citing week!  Reception enjoyed creating our Easter tree in the classroom.  We closely 
observed and discussed what was inside an unfertilised raw egg, and then drew and labelled it.  We 

learnt that egg white is called albumen.  We helped to peel hard-boiled eggs and noticed the difference 
between them and raw eggs.  Then we mashed them up to put in a sandwich, and some of us added 

the mustard and cress we grew last week!  This is what we thought of our egg sandwiches: 
 

“The cress tastes spicy” – Oscar T 
“I like egg but not cress.  Cress looks like grass” – Jack 

“I don’t like egg, it smells” – William  
“I can make my mummy an egg sandwich” – Spencer 

“I loved mine” – Gracie   
“I want more!” – Faris   

“Egg and cress is 10/10!” – Ralph 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week and over the Easter holidays: 
 
 

Marnie, Otti, Scarlet, Oscar T, Aliza, Henry LH, Donald 

Certificates for 100% Attendance for the Spring Term were presented to the 

following children: 
 

Reception: Ben, Seth, Gracie, Spencer, Parker 
 

Year 1:  Aras, Aliza, Matty, George, Artie, Charlie, Hadley, Matilda 
 

Year 2:  Theo, Imogen, Emily, Aaron, Franklin, Eve, Amna, Roxy, 
 

Year 3:  David, Sayfoddine, Spencer 
 

Year 4:  Hayley, Melis, Amy, Toby, Fred, Amr, Henry 
 

Year 5:  Adam A, Amina, Lois, Cameron, Molly, Adam R, Erin, Dave, 

Nathan 
 

Year 6:  Bella, Yana, James, Megan, Olivia, Chloe 

 

 

Certificates of Excellence were presented to the following children for outstanding 

work over the course of the Spring Term:  

 

Nursery:  Lillie, Mohamad 
 

Reception:    Parker, Sophie   
 

Year 1:  Sara, Matilda    
 

Year 2:  Aaron, Sadie    
 

Year 3:  Cherry, Albert 
 

Year 4:  Max E, Deni 
 

Year 5:  Amina, Cameron 
 

Year 6:  Wyat, Clara-Mai 
 

The Headteacher’s Achievement Award was presented to: Zacarrie 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The attendance winners for March are Year 1 with 95.8%.   
 

The attendance winners for the Spring Term are also Year 1 with 97.3%.  
 

Their reward will be a non-school uniform day on Friday 22nd April and a surprise from 
Miss Everall! 

   
 

 


