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The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 1 and Year 4 with
100%

Number of lates in each class this week:
No lates
2 lates
3 lates

Reception, Year 1, 3, 4, 5
Year 6
Year 2

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Welcome back everyone.
I hope you all had a fantastic break – whether you stayed local/in the UK or travelled abroad – and
enjoyed some sunny weather and lots of chocolate!
The summer term is always a busy one with a lot of class and whole school events. Attached to
today’s newsletter is the termly dates and events sheet so please have a good look at this for
anything happening specifically for your child(ren).
Last term I mentioned, in one of the newsletters, that a lot of parents had spoken to myself or other
staff about their concerns for their child’s mental health, in particular; anxiety. Due to the large
numbers of children that appear to be worried/anxious and our limited pastoral support, we have
been looking into workshops for pupils and parents to try and meet this need on a larger scale.
Mrs Barrasso has managed to source some support via the ‘Mind’ Hertfordshire Network and we
have now booked in a ‘Five Ways to Wellbeing’ workshop for each class Y1-Y6 and a separate one
for parents/carers/staff. Dates below:
Wednesday 25th May at 6:00-7:00p.m – parent workshop
Thursday 26th May – pupil workshops for Y1-Y6
It is felt the workshops won’t be suitable for Early Years children so Mrs Beard and Mrs Hardie will
provide alternative and more age-appropriate activities about feelings and emotions for their
classes.
The aim of the Five Ways to Wellbeing (5W2WB) workshop is to introduce five basic strategies
grounded in research that children and young people can use to maintain and improve their
wellbeing. By the end of the session individuals will be expected to:


have an understanding of what mental health is and how it affects children and young people



have practical strategies to maintain and improve their own wellbeing in the form of the
5W2WB
have a greater awareness and knowledge of other support available across Hertfordshire

There is no charge for the workshop, but we do need to know how many of you are going to attend
in order to plan suitable space and to inform the presenter in advance. If you would like to attend,
please let the office know via admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk titling the email ‘5W2WB parent
workshop’.
Thank you and have a great weekend 

School Council Update – Memory Garden
This year, the School Council has been working on the development of a Memory Garden (the
garden adjacent to the Year 3 classroom). We would really like some volunteers to help with
the preliminary clean-up of the garden. This includes getting rid of dead leaves, plants and
other debris.
We are also wondering if there are any parents (or other relatives) who are tree surgeons and
would be willing to cut down an old tree at a discounted price (or for free)!
Please email admin@sandridge.hert.sch.uk to let us know if you can help, either with our clear
up or with the tree.
Thank you.
Olivia and William, Year 6

School Absence Procedure Reminder
If your child is unwell and is unable to attend school, please contact the school office with a
specific reason for absence by 9am on the first day of absence and keep us regularly
informed of their progress and expected return date.
A message can be left on the school absence line (01727 850576, opt 1) at any time or an
email may be sent to admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk.
Children who test positive for Coronavirus, or who have symptoms of Coronavirus,
(https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/)
should stay at home and avoid contact with other people until their temperature has gone and
they are feeling better.
For further advice on other illnesses about whether to keep a child away from school, and for
how long, please see the NHS guidelines: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/healthy-body/is-mychild-too-ill-for-school/

Year 6
In preparation for our SATs tests we have been doing lots of mini Maths and English lessons.
This week in Maths, we have had fractions coming out of our ears! We have revised and done
lots of work on: comparing and ordering; converting; adding and subtracting; and multiplying
and dividing fractions. In the lessons, we can create revision guides using Mrs Kennedy's
examples to help us before we do our tasks.

Year 5
This week we wrote persuasive adverts about chocolate. We added our own slogan and
persuasive devices and we even named our own chocolate box! We made them from 2D nets
and decorated them. In maths, we investigated properties of 3D shapes. First, they were nets
and then we made them into 3D shapes. It was fun to make our own chocolate advert and
they were all very persuasive!

Year 4
In computing this week, we focused on ‘decomposition’ to help us programme a screen turtle.
To help us we broke down everyday tasks into smaller parts and then thought about how code
snippets could be broken down to make them easier to plan and work with. We learnt to
create, name, and call procedures in Logo, which are code snippets that can be reused in our
programming. For example, we made 2D shapes and then taught the computer how to draw
them. We then made some fabulous pattern with the screen turtle.

Year 3
This week we have been looking at types of soil and have investigated the soil on the school field.
First, we learnt about the ribbon test which would help us work out how much sand, silt and clay is in
the soil. After this, we got our trowels out, dug up some soil and sieved it to remove organic matter.
Then the water was added! We slowly added water and mixed the soil to try and form balls. If it did not
do this, we would be able to say that our soil was sandy; most of us got balls quite easily. Once the ball
was made we then tried to make a ribbon/sausage...this is where we had mixed results. Some of us
made thick sausages but none of us could make long ribbons which told us that our soil was a type of
loam and did not have lots of clay. We found out that the children who dug down lower had better
ribbons and the soil stayed together more.
It was a lot of fun exploring our soil and you will see we did well to only get our hands dirty!

Year 1 and Year 2
On the last day of term, Year 1 and Year 2 had PE together in the hall and decided to get the
parachute out. We worked together to make big waves and small waves with the parachute.
Then, we put some balls on the parachute to play popcorn. In popcorn, the children holding the
parachute had to try to get all of the popcorn off the parachute but there were some children
under and around the parachute trying to put it all back on. Then we played a game where we
had to swap positions with other people going under the parachute. Finally we worked together
to make a mushroom. We had great fun as you can see from the photos!

Reception
We have had a lovely (shorter) week and celebrated being back together and showing off our more
independent learning in all areas of the curriculum! We have especially enjoyed practising creative
skills together and by ourselves.

We have been able to develop positive relationships with each other whilst working on phonics games
in PE (rolling a ball with a letter/digraph/trigraph on whilst simultaneously saying the sound!)… And
estimating then counting to check and recording in Maths lessons.

We have really been motivated to learn about George and the Dragon. Here are some of our dragons
with their features:

Nursery
We have started the summer term in Nursery by sharing our holiday news on Tuesday and then
learning about ‘George and the Dragon’ this week.
The children in Nursery brainstormed and thought about ‘What does a dragon look like?’ They
suggested he has: “sharp teeth” (Lillie); “big eyes” (Mohamad); “sharp claws and wings” (Lenny);
“spikes – and a dinosaur has spikes too!” (Ellie); “fire – if I were a firefighter I’d put out his fire!” (Annie)
and Charly concluded, “If I saw a dragon I’d do gymnastics!”
We talked about how a dragon might feel (red zone) and how we would feel if we met one (yellow
zone)!
The children enjoyed listening to the story of ‘George and the Dragon’. They have: painted a dragon;
made a ‘St George’s flag’; acted out the story in PE; danced to dragon music; decorated their own
shield; and tied sticks together to make swords in Forest School.

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Toby C, Sara

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Amelia
Year 1: George
Year 2: Alex

Reception: Oscar P
Year 1: Hadley
Year 2: Sadie

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Charlie
Abigail
Jude
Mehde

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Demonstrating new skills this week: Yunus
Showing wonderful perseverance in improving your handwriting in your extended writing: Evie
Showing such perseverance and working so hard in every lesson: Emily
Being such an enthusiastic learner and contributing to class discussions really well: Mason
Showing good perseverance during her maths work this week: Olivia C
Being extremely resilient during maths lessons this week: Alyssa
Having self-belief in this maths lessons this week: Smallone
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for coming back after the holiday so confident and chatty - ready to learn,
play, and have fun in Nursery! Oliver
Coming back to school with a positive attitude to his learning: William
Being a time superstar this week when looking at o'clock: Sara
Being so focussed and working incredibly hard in every single lesson this week: Lilly E
Using good explanations this week when working with others in maths lessons: Mollie-Mae
Starting the term with a great attitude towards all her learning: Ava
Being a positive role model for the rest of the class: Elsie
Constantly putting in effort in all lessons and challenging herself to develop her skills further: Erin A
Sporting Certificates
Fantastic running in PE to practice for the Daily Mile: Seth
Being a super runner in the daily mile. You don’t stop! Harry
Excellent work in gymnastics, you used all of the equipment safely and sensibly and showed a range of
gymnastics’ skills in your sequences: Isla
Demonstrating amazing catching skills in our rounders lesson this week: Albert
Improving her technique during this week’s PE lesson when throwing a javelin: Olivia H
Excellent effort during the Daily Mile this week: Nathaniel
Great progress during athletics this week: Freddie

