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Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 1 with 100%

No lates
1 late
2 lates

Year 1
Year 3
Year 2

4 lates Year 4
5 lates Year 5
6 lates Reception, Year 6

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
As you know from last week’s newsletter, our school adviser and I were carrying out a ‘deep dive’
into reading this week. It was really interesting to observe the delivery of phonics sessions in Early
Years and across KS1 and to hear a number of children read to us whilst applying their phonic
knowledge to unfamiliar words. We will be sending out information about phonics and reading after
half term with some top tips, a more detailed explanation of the reading books we send home and
details of a parent workshop.
Next Friday, we are having a special Jubilee celebration throughout the day.
Weather permitting, we plan to have tables outside and enjoy a picnic-type lunch – either a home
packed lunch or a school packed lunch (Herts Catering are producing a special menu that day for
the celebration of the Jubilee - see below).
It will be a non-school uniform day where children and staff can wear red, white and blue in honour
of the Queen. Children will be designing and making crowns in the morning and enjoying some
traditional (and Jubilee-themed) party games during the afternoon. The PTA will also be organising
face-painting.
Lollies will be on sale on the playground at the end of the school day so everyone can leave school
and get into the holiday spirit!
We are positive it will be a memorable and fun-filled day.
Enjoy your weekend 

School Lunch – Jubilee Picnic Menu – Friday 27th May
Ham roll or creamy cheese and cucumber roll
and
Sausage twirls or vegetarian sausage twirls
with
Vegetable sticks
and
Cherry shortbread
There will be no other school meal choices. Children with special dietary requirements who
usually have a school dinner will be catered for. If your child has not had a school dinner
before and would to have one next Friday, please contact the school office. Thank you.

Music
On Tuesday, Years 1 to 6 were very lucky to be involved in a fantastic musical morning.
We started off with an assembly with Tommy from Rocksteady, who got everyone engaged and
enthused with some call and response of clapping rhythms. He then talked us through the four
instruments he brought with him: electric guitar, electric drum kit, keyboard and microphone. With every
instrument he showed us the different ways you could play them and the different sounds they made by
playing a variety of pop and rock songs from different eras.
KS1 then had their workshop. In the assembly, we only heard the instruments on their own. However,
in our workshop, some of us were chosen to go and play the instruments to form our own band. We
had Oliver on guitar, Lizzy on drums, Malak and George on keyboard, with Donald and Isla on vocals.
We learnt to play ‘Shotgun’ by George Ezra. The rest of KS1 were our audience and they helped us
with keeping the beat by clapping along. KS1’s band was named ‘Pink Axolotl Pizza’ and we even got
an encore to play again!
Here is what some of the children said:
Year 1
Artie – “I enjoyed it when the keyboard
went moo!”
Matilda – “I liked clapping along with the
drums.”
Donald – “Being on the microphone was
fun.”
Evie – “I liked the loud sounds of the
electric guitar.”

Year 2
Alex – “It was the best assembly ever!”
Olivia – “It was fun!”
Lizzy – “It was really loud, and I enjoyed playing the
drums.”
Isla – “I felt a bit nervous going on stage, but it was
100% worth it!”
Immy – “It was really fun and cool which is why I have
signed up for the club.”

KS2 had their workshop after break and again it gave us a chance to hear all the instruments together.
We had Noah PK on guitar, Megan on drums, Cherry and Joel on keyboard, with Lucia and Toby on
vocals. ‘The Purple Dog Pasta’ was the name of the KS2 band! They learnt to play ‘We Will Rock You’
by Queen. As they were so fantastic at performing, Year 1 even came out to listen to them!
Year 6 said “Rocksteady was really fun and was an amazing thing to be a part of. We really enjoyed it
because it made us feel good and calm for the day ahead.”
Lucia added “I liked to be at the front because it made me feel like part of the group and I think it's
really nice that everyone can get involved”
All the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves. They should have all come home with a letter about the
opportunity for them to sign up to have weekly lessons to learn one of the instruments they saw today
and form their own band. If this is something your child is interested in, please refer to the letter or visit
https://www.rocksteadymusicschool.com/info-for-parents

Music – Photos of our rock stars to be!

Tag Rugby Festival
On Tuesday afternoon, ten pupils from Year 4 attended the Year 3/4 Tag Rugby Festival at
Verulamiums Rugby Football Club in London Colney (run by the School Sports Partnership in
conjunction with Saracens). Apart from a quick training session with the whole class last week,
none of the children had played tag-rugby before and therefore the aim of the festival was for
them to have fun learning the game whilst playing against other schools.
In our group, there were three other schools and we played each other twice. We picked up
the game quickly and some of our running with the ball, quick passing and teamwork was
fabulous considering we had only just learnt the rules. The pupils that took part were a credit to
the school and Mr Robbins was particularly impressed with the way we not only encouraged
and supported each other but how we also encouraged and praised the players from other
teams.

Year 6
This week in English, we have been learning about the dreadful tsunami that occurred on
Boxing Day in 2004. We started the week by watching news reports of the events and listening
to interviews from people who had been in one of the affected countries. We then had to
imagine we were a survivor and were interviewed by a 'news reporter' about what had
happened. Our main foci were the emotions the events provoked and our choice of descriptive
vocabulary to help visually create the scene.

Year 5
Over the past few weeks, Year 5 have been practising their orienteering skills. They have been
learning the skills of map orientation as well as the importance of working cooperatively as a
team. They have loved the challenge of following the maps and have also been enjoying the
sunshine.

Year 4
If you had happened to look out on the school field this week, you might have been forgiven for
thinking that we were under invasion from the Roman army. This of course was not the case
but was in fact a lively enactment performed by the Year 4 legion under the command of two
quite fearsome commanders. The class performed a series of battle manoeuvres such as the
tortoise and the wedge (all commanded in the original Latin). Although you might argue that we
weren’t as well organised as the real Roman army from 2000 years ago, we certainly made up
for it in enthusiasm and ferocity!

Year 3
This week, we have started our new Science topic: Forces & Magnetism. After discussing
what we already knew, we had time to explore what materials in our classroom were magnetic.
There were some surprising materials that we thought would be magnetic but weren't, and
there were some places that our magnets stuck to that we didn't think they would! Here are
some photos of us exploring our environment:

Year 2
In RE, we have been learning all about different religions and their leaders; this week we
talked about the Buddhist faith. We learnt that at the heart of the Buddhist faith is the ability to
meditate and appreciate the moment (mindfulness). Labyrinths and mandalas are two
important tools to help focus the mind. Zen gardens provide a peaceful, aesthetically pleasing
setting which reflects the beauty of nature and are considered a place for contemplation. We
took our learning outside and created our own mindfulness gardens that we could relax in.

Year 1
This week, Year 1 have been working very hard in maths looking at subtracting 1- and 2-digit
numbers. We have used a number line and a counter to help us do this. We have learnt that
the bigger number goes at the start, which is where we put our counter; we then count back
the smaller number to get our answer. We also played a game to help consolidate our learning
with using number lines by playing 'Tug of War'. We start with a pencil in the middle of our
number line and roll the dice. We then move our pencil that many jumps either subtracting or
adding depending on what end of the number line we wanted to reach.

Reception
This week we have been thinking about frogs and the frog life cycle. We observed tadpoles too:

We also learnt some frog facts after reading frog information books, a frog life cycle PowerPoint and
online frog information too. https://www.kidzone.ws/lw/frogs/facts-poison.htm
These are a few of the facts that we learnt and wrote down:






Frogs have webbed feet
Frogs have four toes at the front and five at the back
Female frogs lay thousands of eggs called frogspawn
Frogs have gills to breath under water

We also watched some video clips of frogs that we do not usually see…
Frog overview with David Attenborough (30 seconds) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WiF6oPw3pkw
Many of us were very interested in Poisonous Dart frogs!
We read other stories about frogs including: Oi Frog/ the Frog Prince/Can I keep it (Little Princess book
by Tony Ross) and ‘The Wide Mouthed Frog’
Finally, we all enjoyed watching and singing the very old ‘Frog Chorus’ by Paul McCartney… ‘We all
stand together’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6PMiP90ntZ8

Nursery
This week in Early Years, we have been learning about Frogs. Nursery children have talked
about the life cycle of frogs - Mrs Hardie brought in some tadpoles, and we have watched to
see if they are starting to change. We have drawn and painted frogs, sung ‘5 little speckled
frogs’, made (chocolate) frogs on (chocolate) logs, and in Forest School made pond habitats
for frogs.

This is what some of the children have said about frogs:
“He lives in the land and water. He can eat flies… he sticks his tongue out like this
(demonstrates). He jumps – the same as high as the roof. Down and all the way up there!”
(Points to the ceiling.) Charly
“They jump around. They go in the pond. They are green. They eat flies.
They swim
around and jump onto the lily pads and go into the water and go splash!” Reuben
“He jumps very high. He lives in the water. He sits on a rock. He eats flies with his tongue.”
Marnie
“First frogs are tadpoles. They live in water at a pond. They eat flies and catch them on their
tongue… (shows how) like that!” Ellie
“Did you know, frogs have different patterns?” Lenny

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
Orla, Hooriya

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Harper
Year 1: Sara
Year 2: Alice

Reception: Ben
Year 1: Evie
Year 2: Albie

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Kai
Alex
Muhammad
James

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Demonstrating tremendous perseverance and self-belief and achieving great results: Seth
Showing perseverance in your writing: Imogen
Showing such perseverance with maths this week: Oliver P
Showing great perseverance and self-belief this week: Albert
Showing perseverance and self-belief with his writing and spellings: Noah H
Showing equality and respect to others when working in a group: Cameron
Constantly demonstrating all of the REPS values. You are a pleasure to teach and a role model for
your peers: Olivia F:
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for being so interested in frogs and communicating her knowledge so well:
Nancy N
Developing more confidence and persevering for longer with her work now – well done! Evie MN
Impressing Miss Everall with your incredible knowledge of plants and trees in science: Artie
Writing such a fantastic speech to introduce our school to a special visitor in RE: Immy
Having a more positive attitude towards his writing: Sayfoddine
Trying hard with her learning in maths and increasing in confidence: Elsie-Rose
Showing increasing confidence in maths: Erin
Working hard in all lessons this week, especially English: Tommy
Sporting Certificates
Being a speedy runner in team games this week: Oscar T
Being such an encouraging team member and always cheering your team on: Stephanie
Working so well with others to make sure that you were passing and catching accurately: Lizzy
Always working well within any team she is in, listening to others and trying your hardest to improve
every week: Arisha
Excellent support play in our tag-rugby matches: Joel
Always giving 100% to all the activities we do in PE: Christie
Working hard in athletics and always trying to improve his techniques: Phoenix

