SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 6th May 2022

Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 2 with 98.1%

No lates
1 late
2 lates
3 lates
4 lates

Year 1, Year 3
Year 2
Year 4, Year 6
Year 5
Reception

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
It finally feels like Spring – long may the blue skies and sunshine continue!
I will begin with some lovely news…Mrs Hunt’s baby finally arrived this week (11 days late)!
She and her husband welcomed a baby boy on Tuesday morning and have named him Max.
Mum and baby are doing well (albeit a little tired) and went home the very same day.
Mrs Hunt will, no doubt, be in to visit in a few weeks’ time but in the meantime; here’s a photo of
baby Max…

Next week, Year 6 sit their SATs tests; the first of these tests since 2019 (due to Covid and two
cancelled years of national testing and examinations).
We wish them the very best of luck and know they will try their absolute best and do
themselves proud. Huge thanks to Mrs Kennedy and the Y6 team for working so incredibly hard
this year to recover lost learning, plug gaps and prepare the children for these tests – both staff
and children could not have done any more than they have. Good luck everyone 
Have a great weekend!
Sustainable St Albans Annual Sustainability Festival 15th – 31st May 2022
This year's hybrid festival of online and in-person events features an exciting range of over 100
different activities to encourage everyone to think about sustainable living and connecting with nature.
Many events are free.
The festival will launch with a sustainability market in Harpenden on Sunday 15th May. Community
groups, businesses and faith groups across the area will then host two weeks of events from 15th to 31st
May. Visit www.sustfest.org to see all the events and activities across the district. Some activities
require advance booking, so simply follow the links from the website.

Batchwood Mini Futures Tennis Session
On Thursday morning, Year 1 and Reception were very lucky to have some tennis coaching as
part of Batchwood Mini Futures School Talent Search. Each class had 30 minutes with the
coach where we did many different activities. We started with a warm up by moving as
different animals. We were then given a ball and had to practise throwing and catching the ball
to ourselves - we had to try catching the tennis ball with 2 hands and 1 hand. We were then
given a tennis racket and we had a go at balancing the ball on the racket, bouncing the ball on
the racket, and bouncing the ball on the floor. We then moved onto playing floor tennis where
we had to hit the ball to our partner on the floor where they would squash the ball before hitting
it back. Everyone had such a wonderful time and enjoyed the session. Each child then went
home with a voucher for another free tennis session at Batchwood.

Year 6
On Thursday, Emmylou came in to teach us some art based on our 'Extreme Earth' topic. We
started off by drawing tornadoes. Emmylou then taught us how to crosshatch. We had three
shades of crosshatching: one was dark, two were medium and three were light. This method
was then used to give the tornadoes different dimensions. Finally, we painted the background
with watercolour pencils to make an ombre of colour.
Written by Erin & Lucia

Year 5
In Science we are learning about living things and their habitats. So, in Forest School, we
represented this using sticks, leaves, plants and logs. Some of the groups made plants, and
some made animals. We made life cycles and pictures of adult and baby animals. We really
enjoyed this lesson, because it showed how creative our class can be. We also had fun doing
this activity!
Elsie and Noah

Year 4
This week in Science, we were discovering how sound travels. We found out that sound
travels as a wave, vibrating the particles in the medium it is travelling in (a solid, liquid or gas).
So for example, when you hit a drum, the drum skin vibrates. This makes the air particles
closest to the drum start to vibrate as well. The vibrations then pass to the next air particle,
then the next, then the next. This carries on until the air particles closest to your ear vibrate,
passing the vibrations into your ear. In groups we performed some quick presentations
explaining this process.
We then had fun making string telephones and tried to explain how they worked (the string and
the cups are solid, so the particles are much closer together than the particles in the air, which
is a gas. The sound energy can travel from particle to particle far easier in the solid string
telephone, so the sound of our voice is louder over the same distance than it is in the air).

Year 3
On Thursday, Year 3 went to Celtic Harmony for their class trip to learn more about their
Stone Age to the Iron Age topic. The weather was kind and we managed to pack a lot into the
day!
We watched a real demonstration of how to knap flint into tools then had a go ourselves using
soap; ground flour using quern stones and made bread dough with what we ground; made a
physical timeline using artefacts; watched a fire making demonstration; wove a willow fence;
made a clay beaker; sat inside a Celtic roundhouse for a talk on what life was like and finished
the day with a trading experience in the market area. Even lunchtime was an exciting time as
we got to run around a HUGE oak tree and see the statues hidden in the woods.
Here are some of the comments from the children:
"The most fascinating bit was being shown tools, making our own with soap and making the
bread." Albert
"It was the best trip ever!" Adriana
"I did like when we did the flint knapping because it felt nice touching the soap - I did well at it!"
Charlie
"It was really fun because we got to do lots of different activities that we wouldn't normally get
to do." Courtney
"It was so fun because we went on a first-class bus and I liked when the man talked to us."
Spencer
"I want to now find out more about the Beaker People." Mollie-Mae
"It was more exciting than I could have thought!" Henry

Year 2
In science, we have been learning about keeping healthy. Over the last two weeks we have
been learning specifically about exercise and how this keeps our bodies healthy. This week we
decided to conduct an investigation to find out how exercise affected our pulses. First, we all
found our pulses and counted our resting heart rate. Then, we completed an exercise activity
for 1 minute and checked our heart rates again to see if they had changed. We noticed that our
hearts were beating more quickly when we had done the exercise compared to when we were
resting and that it was easier to feel our pulse because it felt stronger after exercise.

Year 1
In science this week, Year 1 have been learning about plants. We looked at some pictures of
plants and thought about the similarities and differences by using our observation skills. We
then learnt about the different parts of a plant, what they do and how they help the plant. Next,
we were given a real plant on our table to observe closely, we looked at the different parts of
the plant and described what they looked like. We were given a French marigold, a geranium
and a kalanchoe. We discussed that they all have roots, flowers, stems, and leaves. However,
we noticed the plants also had some differences such as the colour of flowers and the shapes
of the leaves. Finally, we drew pictures of our plants to label.

Reception
This week Reception had the exciting opportunity to develop their tennis skills in our ‘Mini Futures’
sessions.

We enjoyed the story ‘Jim and Beanstalk’ which included Jim having to measure the Giant’s head for
some glasses and a wig. This inspired us to continue using our measuring knowledge to measure our
heads with string and then use this measurement to create our own crowns.

Nursery
This week the children in Nursery have been continuing their learning on ‘Growing’ by looking at
vegetables. They have enjoyed the storybooks ‘Jasper’s Beanstalk’, ‘Titch’ and ‘Meg’s Veg’. They drew
pictures of Meg and Mog, growing their vegetables.

The children have planted vegetables and told each other which vegetables they like best. Hope said, “I
like potatoes best – mashed and whole” (boiled); Ettie said “Corn on the cob is my favourite”; Lillie said,
“I love broccoli, sweetcorn and carrots.”
We talked about how vegetables are good for us and keep us healthy. The children printed repeating
patterns with vegetables, observed and drew vegetables and read the story ‘I can eat a Rainbow’ and
then practised cutting with scissors to make a collage rainbow. Finally, we peeled carrots to make and
taste a (healthy) carrot cake!

The following children celebrate their birthdays this week:
David, Anabelle, Theo L, Abigail L, Adam R

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Parker
Year 1: Artie
Year 2: Olivia

Reception: Spencer
Year 1: Charly
Year 2: Malak

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Sayfoddine
Max M
Nathaniel
Isla

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Persevering to write more with his ‘Ben and the Beanstalk’ story this week: Ben G
Showing wonderful resilience and having such a fantastic attitude when arriving at school: Matilda
Showing such perseverance with your writing this week and listening to feedback: Otti PK
Always being supportive and encouraging others in class: Kai
Showing perseverance and self-belief with all his learning – particularly in maths: Ben D
Showing a positive attitude towards school and her learning this week: Jennie
Having self-belief during our reading lessons and persevering even if questions get tricky: Ethan
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for beautiful singing and good listening – well done! Lacie
Improved behaviour with his attitude to learning. Well done – keep it up! William
Being such a lovely and hardworking member of the class and always doing the right thing: Aliza
Such a fantastic attitude towards your writing this week: Aaron C
For quietly working hard in all areas of the curriculum: Courtney
Making fabulous progress with her reading and going up another book band level: Melis
Actively contributing in maths lessons and showing a great understanding of our learning on units of
measure: Amina
Just being a superstar in class! He has completed every piece of work set and engaged in every lesson:
Donny-Lee
Sporting Certificates
Using co-ordinated gross motor skills when rolling a tyre down the hill and also making it a
game with his peers! Reggie
Showing fantastic hand eye co-ordination in our tennis session this week: Aras
Showing honesty in our ‘pass the ball’ game and setting a good example for the rest of your group:
Amna
Being an encouraging team player in Rounders this week: Spencer
Good technique running over hurdles in our athletics lesson: Chloe M
Showing perseverance when completing the running activities in PE: Aaron W

