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The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 3 with 99.3%

Number of lates in each class this week:
No lates
1 late
2 lates

Years 1, 2, 3, 5, 6
Year 4
Reception

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Yesterday, Year 1-6 parents will have received information regarding the sex education lessons that are
coming up in the next few weeks in their child’s class. Information included learning objectives and key
vocabulary.
As per our Relationships and Sex Education Policy (available on our website and attached to today’s
newsletter), the DfE makes it clear that health education and relationships education are compulsory in
all schools. The DfE recommends that primary schools have a sex education programme tailored to the
age of its pupils, however, it is not compulsory.
The DfE states (p2 of our policy) that ‘Parents have the right to request that their child be withdrawn
from some or all of sex education delivered as part of a statutory Sex and Relationships Education.’
Parents wanting to exercise this right must make an appointment to see me to discuss the reasons for
their request and any impact the withdrawal may have on their child.
It is not enough to telephone the office, speak with the class teacher or email admin requesting your
child be withdrawn (as per our policy). Schools are required to keep a log of parent requests for
withdrawal, their reasons for the request and the age of the pupil.
I am happy to meet with any parent who may like to discuss the sex education content for their child’s
year group in more detail in order to help them make an informed decision. It is rare for a parent to
withdraw their child from sex education once they have a clear understanding of what will be taught and
the resources used.
Do have a look at appendix 2 of the attached policy to see the content for your child’s year group in a
little more detail. Following this, if you wish to make an appointment to see me, please contact the
school office to arrange this.
I hope you all have a good weekend 

Non School Uniform Day – Friday 1st July
Children are invited to come to school in non-school uniform next Friday 1st July in exchange for a
bottle for the bottle tombola that Mr and Mrs Boxer will be running at the camp-out on Saturday. Bottles
must be unopened and in date please – they do not have to be alcoholic!
Thank you for your support.

Sandridge Camp Out
There is still time to book, either a day ticket or overnight ticket, plus food, via this link:
https://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta/index.cfm?event=shop#.Yqc9FBbTUlR
Please come along – the more, the merrier! Bookings close on Wednesday 29th June at midday.
Event details were sent out by email earlier this week, and can also be seen on the noticeboard by the
school entrance.
The PTA will be selling raffle tickets in the playground next week – details to follow.
The raffle prizes will be listed on the noticeboard and there are some fantastic prizes up for grabs! The
raffle will be drawn at the camp out, but you will not need to attend to receive your prize.

District Sports
Well done to ALL children who took part in the very wide range of athletic events – relay, long jump,
high jump, sprinting and throwing. Our children did fantastically well and made us all very proud. Yana
is now the current girls’ small school long jump champion! Megan came in a very respectable third.
Wyat came fifth in the boys’ long jump. Olivia came fifth in the girls’ throwing. This year, we also
brought ‘home’ three trophies; two for relay – winning both the boys’ and girls’ heats and a trophy for
coming second place overall in the small schools category. A huge achievement indeed – a big thank
you to Miss Everall and Miss Allard (joint PE Leaders), Mrs Kennedy and Mr Sinclair; for all their hard
work in practising with the children and getting all the children ‘District Sport-ready’! The hard work was
worth it!

Commonwealth Games Day
Last Friday, six Year 4 pupils, supported by our two Year 6 Games Ambassadors, spent the day at
Oaklands College representing the school at the annual School Games event which this year had the
theme of the Commonwealth Games. As you will know, the Commonwealth Games are to be held this
year in Birmingham and each school represented a Commonwealth country for the day and took part in
a series of different sporting activities. We represented Jamaica (which was especially appropriate as
the weather that day was particularly Caribbean!). As usual, our pupils did the school credit and
participated with enthusiasm. We tried some different activities such as: athletics, round net, cycling, fit
kids and fencing (it turned out the last of these involved swords and not the construction of a wooden
barrier used to separate properties!). We also got to meet the multi-medal winning Paralympic Canoeist
Emma Wiggs. We had a great day!

Year 6
In Science, we are learning about light and shadows. In our first lesson, we learnt how
shadows are formed and had to explain the difference between opaque, translucent and
transparent objects. We then did an experiment to find out how shadows change when a light
source shines on opaque, translucent and transparent objects. We noticed that, because light
is fully blocked by an opaque object, the shadow is darker. Whereas when we looked at the
translucent object, the light was partially blocked so there was a faint shadow but we could see
where the light was able to pass through.

Year 5
This week Year 5 have been creating their own legends based on the story of Beowulf. Their
stories include monsters, heroes and heroines and even some grizzly endings! Our success
criteria was to be able to use modal verbs, superlatives and relative clauses when telling our
stories. Some of us even got to describe in detail incredibly gruesome battle scenes between
our monsters and our heroes!

Year 4
At the start of the week, Year 4 visited the Roman Museum in Verulamium. We had a great
morning looking around the displays and finding out about Roman life in our city from 2000
years ago (we were particularly taken with the ‘Sandridge Hoard’ – 159 Roman gold coins that
were found by a metal detectorist on private land near our school). We then took part in a
handling session where we had to be history detectives and use our skills to identify Roman
objects and try and work out what they told us about life in Roman Verulamium. Many of the
artefacts were genuine and we had to take great care when handling them. After a bit of
dressing up and lunch in the park, we visited the Roman Theatre and Hypocaust. We returned
to school amazed at the history we have on our doorstep.

Year 3
In R.E. this week, we looked at some Islamic artefacts. We got to see the Holy Qu’ran and the
stand (Rael), a prayer mat and a miswak stick. We were very curious about the miswak stick
because we learnt that it is used to clean your teeth. All of us now want to have a go at using
one!
The children especially enjoyed learning to write their names in Arabic and wearing the Mala
Haar Garland. Mollie-Mae and Olivia said seeing and touching the artefacts made R.E. real.

Year 2
To begin our learning about time, we learnt that a clock is just a special kind of number line.
We discussed that when an hour hand is pointing exactly at a number it is ‘o’clock’. We then
practised this on our straight, then circular, number line and moved our hands forward and
backwards in hours. Then we learnt that if our hand was pointing half way in-between two of
our numbers it meant it was half past the hour. We have since moved on to develop our
understanding of quarter past and to the hour as well as starting to look at telling the time in 5
minute intervals.

Year 1
Year 1, this week, have been looking at multiplication and arrays. We started on Monday by learning
that arrays show a multiplication question. We went into the hall and were given an array. We had to
work out what multiplication question the array showed and write the answer on the back. We moved
round the hall to music and then had to find a partner. We had to work out what their array was showing
before swapping.
Our second game was multiplication station. In groups we had to go to a station and work with our
partner to answer the question. Some required us to count in 10s, some we counted in 5s, some in 2s.
Some of them we had to share equally and others we had to use our new knowledge of arrays. We
then went back into the classroom and marked our work.
On Wednesday we played another game called Array Builder. We turned over a card with a
multiplication question on. We then had to make an array using counters to help us answer the
question. Our partner had to check if we were correct or not.

Reception
We have been really enjoying many aspects of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and the Butterfly lifecycle
as we noticed that our Early Years’ Caterpillars had changed into Chrysalises (or Chrysalides) already!
Ben commented that “Butterflies are adult caterpillars!” Harper actually found a real hungry caterpillar
on a leaf in our outside area too!

We have enjoyed role playing the story of the Very
Hungry Caterpillar and also writing some
independent sentences from the story.
We discussed some factual/non-fiction books about
the life cycle of a butterfly too and also wrote about
it:

Our favourite part was discussing the healthy
and less healthy (treat) food that the Very
Hungry Caterpillar ate and then we wrote
instructions for and made our own fruit
kebabs! Yum yum!
.

Nursery
Nursery’s learning this week has been linked to the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’. They have
read and retold the story, acted out the story, painted butterflies (with symmetrical wing patterns),
sequenced the days of the week, counted (the first) 1-5 fruits, sketched fruit and even cut up and made
their own fruit kebabs. They went on a caterpillar hunt and made a minibeast habitat. They have even
made a butterfly cake on Friday. (‘Happy Birthday’ Ettie!)
The children have started a booklet too, where they have sketched our 5 live caterpillars. This week
they watched them spin and turn into chrysalises. We can’t wait now to see them emerge from their
chrysalis shells as ‘beautiful butterflies’.

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:

Ettie, Oliver P

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Evelyn
Year 1: Donald
Year 2: Aaron

Reception: Seth
Year 1: Aliza
Year 2: Elsbeth

Year 3:
Year 4:
Year 5:
Year 6:

Albert
Noah
Adam A
Chloe

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Really persevering more with finishing his writing and showing more self-belief: Ralph
Having more perseverance, self-belief, and resilience this week: Imogen S
Being so kind and inclusive by showing equality for all children: Hannah
Working hard to demonstrate all our values, being kind to everyone and believing in yourself more in
lessons – keep up the great effort! Spencer W
Showing perseverance and quiet self-belief when tackling any subject at school: Amy
Showing respect to others and spreading kindness in our classroom: Hooriya
Persevering with his handwriting and making incredible improvement this week! Donny-Lee
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for trying his best when learning about caterpillars and butterflies: Archie
Having the best week ever! Being focussed and joining in more: Reggie
Being a wonderful mathematician this week when looking at multiplication and arrays: Artie
Always having such a fantastic attitude towards your learning: Karson
Improvement in handwriting and spelling – well done! Adriana
Excellent observations during our trip to the Roman Museum: Michael
Always coming to school with a smile on her face and having a positive attitude towards learning: Leila
Contributing fantastically during all lessons, especially history and science: Elsie R

Sporting Certificates
Demonstrating fabulous hand-eye coordination in games and beautiful dancing too: Evie MN
Having such a can do attitude in PE. Regardless of the sport you give 100%: Evie RP
Excellent work in PE: Cece-Blue
Working well with your partner during our OAA lesson: David
Working really well with his group in PE and being supportive and patient: Marius
Representing the school at District Sports – you should be so proud of how you all competed: Jasmine,
Adam A, Aaron, Christie, Reagan, Courtney, Albert, Mason
Always listening carefully to instructions to help her improve her technique in cricket: Christie

