SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 15th July 2022

Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 3 with 100%

No lates
1 late
2 lates
3 lates
4 lates

Year 1
Year 2, Year 3, Year 5
Reception
Year 4
Year 6

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
We have had a very busy (and very hot) time in school this week.
Early Years had their mini sports ‘day’ and teddy bears’ picnic on Wednesday. Lots of parents and
grandparents attended and a great time was had by all.
Last night we held our ‘Farewell Festival’ for our Y6 pupils and their families. We have been very
lucky with the weather this year – always a risk when planning an outdoor event and a BBQ! Thank
you to Mr Bowman for helping with the BBQ and to the staff who also stayed to help. Again,
everyone had a fantastic time – it was especially lovely to hear all the wonderful things that Mrs
Kennedy read out about each child from their certificates. We will say a final goodbye to Year 6 on
the playground next Wednesday as we sing and shower them with confetti on the playground.
As you are more than aware we are currently enjoying a rare heatwave. However, next Monday and
Tuesday, temperatures are expected to soar to unprecedented figures.
Please be assured that we assess risk constantly for all sorts of activities and events; both
curricular and extra-curricular.
Primary schools in St Albans do communicate regularly with each other – we, as Headteachers,
also have our own WhatsApp group. We use this platform to ask questions, find out what each
other is doing in certain situations and brainstorm ideas/seek advice.
All schools are putting additional measures in place for the scorching temperatures ahead.
On Monday and Tuesday next week:


children can come to school in their own cool clothes so they feel as comfortable as possible



the kitchen will be providing cold packed lunches only (ham, tuna or cheese) on these two
days (we find lots of children don’t want a hot meal in this kind of weather and not having the
cooker/steamers on in the kitchen will also keep the dining room significantly cooler)



the lunch break will be a little shorter so they are not outside for too long in the hottest part of
the day – there will be no football or other vigorous activities/PE lessons



we are going to set up the water hoses and sprinkler system on the two playgrounds so
children can cool down under a little water (feel free to send a towel in with your child,
however, I think they’ll dry off in seconds in these temperatures!)



it goes without saying, children will be encouraged to drink extra water throughout the day

Finally (and rather sadly), we have made the decision to cancel the choir’s performance after school
on Monday. The PTA will no longer be selling ice creams or sweets. We would encourage parents
and carers to take children home promptly at the end of the school day (and probably dunk them in
a cold bath)!
Have a great weekend – drink plenty of fluids and stay safe in the sun
(the final newsletter of the year will come out on Wednesday afternoon). 

Autumn Term
Children return to school on Monday 5th September.
From September, all schools in England will have to open for at least 32.5 hours a week.
Sandridge School’s opening hours have always been 8.45a.m to 3.10p.m which equates to
31.25 hours, just short of the required amount. Therefore, from September, the official start
of school will be 8.40a.m. All pupils will need to be in their classrooms by this time.
Classroom doors will be shut at 8.40a.m and children arriving after this time will need to go via
the office and will be marked as late. We will continue to operate the ‘soft start’ so children in
Year 1 and above will be able to enter their classrooms from 8.30a.m onwards.
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club starts at 7.30a.m and costs £5 per session. We serve cereal, toast and
fruit with a hot or cold drink. Bookings and payments must be made via Arbor (this will be set
up nearer to the start of term).
School Dinners
The cost for school dinners for children in KS2 will remain £2.85 per meal. School meals need
to be paid for in advance via Arbor.
After School Clubs
Details will be sent out at the start of term. Super Star Sport is available to book now for after
school clubs until 4.30p.m and after school care until 5.30p.m, daily.
https://superstarsportuk.class4kids.co.uk/term/198
Uniform
Grey shorts/trousers/skirt/pinafore
White polo shirt
Sweatshirt or sweatcardi with school logo – no other jumpers or cardis please
Grey or white socks/tights only
Black shoes (no boots or trainers even if they are black)
Long hair tied up (blue, white or grey hair accessories only)
No jewellery (apart from small pair of studs and/or a watch – not to be worn for PE)
School fleeces only to be worn as external clothing please
PE Kit
Children should come to school in their PE kit for the days they have PE. We will notify you of
these days at the start of next term.
All children should wear normal school uniform on Monday 5th September.
PE kit consists of:
plain white round-neck T-shirt, royal blue shorts and plain black plimsolls or trainers (for
inside/warmer weather)
plain white round-neck T-shirt, plain black jogging bottoms and plain black plimsolls or trainers
(outdoor/colder weather).
School sweatshirt or sweatcardi over the top, when needed.
No leggings, cycling shorts, or any hoodies/other sweatshirts, please.
Sandridge School uniform is purchased from Smarty Schoolwear in Hatfield.
They deliver to school free of charge during term time, or you can visit the shop.
(www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk, tel: 01707 263909, email: info@smartyschoolwear.uk)

Pencil Cases – Years 1 to 6
To ensure children have the correct stationery, the school supplies all the items needed for
each key stage (see below).
Children in Years 2 and above do not need to purchase a completely new set of stationery if
they have items from this academic year. The payment we ask from parents is to cover the
cost of replacing items when they run out over the course of the school year. This means that
children have the correct equipment, have access to replacements as soon as they run out,
and it should be a cheaper and easier option for parents too.
Please do not allow your child to bring their own stationery items from home.
Thank you for your support.
All exercise books and other items used are provided by the school free of charge
KS1 - £8
30cm ruler
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Mini stickers (for labelling)

PTA
Thank you for your
attendance at our fundraising
events throughout the school
year. We have raised lots of
money, which has really
benefitted the children. See
opposite for the breakdown.
Watch this space for more
events from September!
Thank you and have a lovely
summer.
Emma and Michelle

KS2 - £12
30cm ruler
Pen
Pen refill
Pencil
Sharpener
Whiteboard pen
Set of coloured pencils
Glue stick
Green editing pen
Highlighter
Mini stickers (for labelling)

Poetry Workshop
On Thursday afternoon Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 took part in an online poetry workshop organised by
Hertfordshire Libraries with the poet and author Simon Mole. He read his new book to us 'I
Love my Cat' and then he talked us through writing our own poem about a cat. George (Y1)
and Alex (Y4) were then chosen to read their poem out to over 1300 children on the Teams
call. Thank you to Hertfordshire Libraries for organising the event and don't forget your children
can sign up for the Summer Reading Challenge at your local library!
(https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/)

Year 5
For the past few weeks, Year 5 has been playing cricket in PE with Mr Sinclair. We have
learned lots of techniques: how to bowl the ball, bat the ball and field. We have really enjoyed
cricket this term and everyone hopes to do it again next year!

Year 6
On Wednesday 6th July, Year 6 went to PGL Windmill Hill in East Sussex where we stayed for 2 nights
and 3 days. We did lots of fun activities and had many exciting experiences throughout our stay (lots of
things we had never tried before)! The activities were:
Zip wire: Once we were at the top of the zip wire platform, we were securely attached to a harness
before we made our flight across the sky and down to the sand runway at the end.
Splash: In teams, we had to create a carrier to protect a water balloon which was then dropped, kicked
and thrown to see who made the most robust protection! After that, there were a lot of water balloons
flying about - balloon fight!
Raft building: As a team we had to learn raft building skills, and together, build a safe raft that would
stay up in the water. We then had to paddle around on it whilst trying not to fall off!
Sensory trail: We had to negotiate a series of obstacles in the woods - blindfolded - and stick together
as a team throughout so we didn't get lost!
Aeroball: Basketball on trampolines!
All aboard: This tested our fear of heights and our climbing skills! We were harnessed up and had to
scale a 6 metre pole. At the end, we had to climb on a tiny platform. The challenge was to get all 4
members on the platform which meant hanging in the air to let people on!
Capture the flag: We had to work together in teams in order to capture the other team's flag, at the
same time as protecting our own!
Passport to the world: We worked in teams to find different flags of the world around the site. We then
had to answer questions correctly in order to get the next flag to find.
"PGL was amazing; there were so many activities in just three days! The cabins were very comfortable and I had
an amazing sleep. It was the best experience EVER!" Tommy
"I enjoyed raft building the most because you had to work together as a team and you got to go on the water.
There was a lot of other fun activities like: zip wire and All Aboard where you were strapped to a harness and you
had to climb a tower. At other times, we played 'Down in the Jungle' and had a water balloon fight!" Ethan
"I really enjoyed PGL and it is an experience that I will never forget. The activity I most enjoyed was definitely the
raft building because our raft floated and we all jumped in the lake at the end (our instructor, Anabelle, also
splashed us with water)!" Megan
"At PGL, the activities I enjoyed the most were raft building and zip line because I have never done them before.
There were loads of different activities - some were amazing and some were scary. A funny thing that happened
was, on All Aboard, I got frightened at the top and Mrs Kennedy had to come up and rescue me!" Isabella

Year 4
In our striking and fielding PE lesson this week, we played a game of rounders. We split into
two teams (one fielding and one batting) and learned some of the finer rules and techniques of
the game through playing a match. The batting team soon learned that there is quite a skill to
running between the bases and that it was essential that they worked together so that they all
got home without being stumped out. The fielding team became better at judging where to
throw the ball once it had been fielded to restrict the running of the batters (one small misfield
could mean the difference between getting the batter out or losing a rounder). We certainly had
no problem in warming up this week!

Year 3
As part of our Science topic, we investigated floating and sinking. After learning about gravity,
upthrust, surface area and buoyancy we planned rafts that had to be made out of a sheet of
tinfoil to explore how forces behave in water. Some of us just used the tin foil, but some of us
embedded other items found around the classroom such as the hundred squares and tape.
We then tested our rafts in trays of water (which was a little relief from the heat) and tested
how many cubes our raft would hold before sinking. We had great fun as you can see from the
photos!

Year 2
This week in computing, we have been continuing our learning about programming robots. We
were given some instruction we could use to create our algorithms using the beebots. First, we
tested some algorithms to see where the robot ended up, then we had the chance to create
our own algorithms, make predictions using ‘paperbots’ to try and work out where our robot
would finish. We then tested them to see if we were correct.

Year 1
In DT this week, Year 1 were learning about how to safely prepare different fruits and
vegetables. We started off by discussing how to be healthy and safe around food. We talked
about the need to wash our hands, clean the tables, tie back hair and handle the knife
carefully.
We prepared and cut peppers, lettuce, mushrooms, bananas, peaches, and kiwi. Some of
them were harder than others but everyone showed wonderful perseverance and resilience to
cut our food.

Reception and Nursery
The children in Early Years held their Sports Day and Teddy Bears Picnic on Wednesday.
They enjoyed a ‘carousel’ course of five different sport activities: egg & spoon; obstacle race;
water race; bean bag in a hoop; javelin throwing. Everyone took part and enjoyed the events,
supporting their team and trying their best. To end, the children all took part in a running race,
in their classes – then their reward on a hot sunny day was a cool, ice-lolly. Afterwards
parents joined their child (with their teddy bears) for a picnic on the field. The children received
a Sports Day certificate and medal – well done everyone in Early Years!

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:

Bella, Jude, Ann Teresa, Elsie, Jack L

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Spencer
Year 1: George
Year 2: Alex

Reception: Alexa
Year 1: Harry
Year 2: Hugh

Year 4: Alex
Year 5: Leila

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Really persevering more to write during her own learning time: Evelyn
Persevering this week in DT when chopping different fruits and vegetables: Hadley
Showing such perseverance in computing this week: Otti
Simply being the most amazing learner! You are kind, hard-working and a delight to teach: Kai
Showing respect for the school by carrying out a litter pick without being asked: Deni, Elizabeth T
Showing great self-belief and determination when completing her maths paper: Lois
Having an incredible amount of self-belief and conquering her fears on PGL: Yana
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for great role play as the doctor looking after Miss Polly’s dolly (who was
sick!): Lenny
Consistently being a role model for working and playing so productively: Seth
Showing good knife control when learning how to chop fruit and vegetables in DT: Sara
Being such a fantastic helper when tidying the classroom at the end of the day: Meral
Thinking carefully about your raft design and making improvements in Science: Andrew
Excellent work during our Maths lessons: Timothy
Working so hard on her sewing this week: Lacey
Being kind to another member of the class: Megan

Sporting Certificates
Amazing javelin throwing during our Sports Day: Faris
Showing good skill and control in yoga this week: Aliza
Listening carefully to instructions and performing all of our yoga poses perfectly: Malak
Using your map well in orienteering: Henry
Using good technique to help her hit the ball successfully in rounders: Indiah
Great fielding and bowling in cricket: Ottie
Being sensible and showing a range of skills in gymnastics: Kenny

