SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 1st July 2022

Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 3 with 100%

No lates
1 late
2 lates
3 lates

Year 3
Year 1, Year 2, Year 5
Year 4, Year 6
Reception

The attendance champions for this month are Year 3 with 98.1%
Year 3’s reward is a non-school uniform day on Friday 8th July!
‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Thank you to those of you who attended our fantastic Sports Day and Family Picnic on Tuesday – the
rain held off (thankfully) and everyone had a great time. Congratulations to Breakspeare, our winning
house, on their victory this year!
See below for some photos.
Early Years will have their sports morning and Teddy Bears’ Picnic in a couple of weeks’ time (see term
dates sent out a few weeks ago).
It’s that time of year when children and parents start to wonder who their teacher will be for the year
ahead…so, please see below:
Year group
Teacher
Early Years
Mrs Beard & Mrs Hardie
Year 1
Miss Everall
Year 2
Miss Allard
Year 3
Mrs Barrasso
Year 4
Mrs Funnell
Year 5
Mr Robbins
Year 6
Mrs Kennedy
Support staff: Deployment of teaching assistants is yet to be confirmed.
Some classes, next year, will require more support than others in order to
ensure we are meeting individual needs i.e SEN, medical.
Apart from in the Early Years, it is no longer the norm for every class in
primary schools to have a full-time teaching assistant. Budgets are ever
decreasing but, most importantly, support staff are deployed on a ‘need by
need’ basis.
All children will spend an hour with their new teachers on Thursday 14th July to get to know each other –
the majority of our Y6 pupils will be at their secondary schools that day.
Due to significant restructuring within the support staff team, sadly, we will be saying goodbye to the
following staff at the end of term: Mrs McCallum (secretary), Mrs Linda Wright (Nursery Nurse) and Mr
John MacRae (Site Manager). We are so very sorry that they will be leaving us – all three members of
staff have worked at Sandridge for a considerable length of time and have contributed significantly to the
safety and education of our pupils and their families. I am sure you join me in thanking them and wishing
them all the best for the future. They will be hugely missed by us all.
I hope you all have a good weekend 

Sports Day Y1 to Y6

Paralympic Day
This week we had the Herts Sports Disability Foundation come to school and provide a workshop
introducing us to some Paralympic sports. We were inspired by the Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham this year having the largest para-sport programme in Commonwealth Games history and
wanted to learn more. In KS1 we played Boccia and in KS2 we were able to learn some wheelchair
skills and play Boccia, handball, and wheelchair basketball.
“It helped us to understand disabled people more because we had to keep our bottoms on the chair and that
made it more difficult.” Cece-Blue
“I think that the Paralympic activity was a great way to experience how difficult it is for disabled people to live their
lives and play sports.” Oliver K
“My favourite part of the morning was playing rabbit. I liked it because it was very different to the normal activities
that we do. We used the wheelchairs for 25 minutes which was fun but I couldn’t imagine being in one all day.”
Mollie-Mae
“It was fun to explore new things” Kai

Year 6
In Science, we have been learning about the eye. We discovered how light helps us to see and
what the different parts of the eye do. We then, in outdoor learning, made diagrams of the eye
using different natural materials.

Year 5
In English this week we have been looking at ‘discussion texts’. As part of this learning we
were put into two teams for a class debate. The motion of our debate was 'Should school
uniform be compulsory for children?'. We were given time in our groups to brainstorm ideas
either for or against this motion, some of us had to play 'devil's advocate' as we didn't
necessarily agree with the side we were put on! On Thursday, we had our class debate and
got to put forward our points and a winning team was picked by Mrs Funnell, the 'Speaker'. It
was a lot of fun!

Year 4
Year 4 have been exploring colour palettes and gradients in Outdoor Learning! We discussed
the difference between hue and saturation and how our learning could be applied to a variety
of subjects and professions, from Art and Design to Computing! After picking a colour sample
at random, we went hunting outside for objects that matched our colour the closest in hue
and/or saturation. We were amazed to find so many natural (and unnatural!) things to add to
our individual nature colour palette. Before starting we had made assumptions of what we
might find that would match our colours. However, we found many surprising items were in fact
more black or even purple, than green or brown! We then took our nature palettes inside and
organised them together as a gradient of colour which was trickier than it looked! We decided
that it might be fun to try this again in autumn, when the colours of flowers or falling leaves
would expand the options of colours we could collect.

Year 3
We have been working incredibly hard to publish our adventure stories that we have been
writing in English. We are all so proud of our progress and can't wait to share them with
another class once we have all finished!
Here is a sneak peek at some of the completed ones:

Year 2
This week we have been learning all about apostrophes and their uses. We started the week
by learning about how they can be used for contractions. Then we moved on to learn that they
can also be used to show possession. We talked about what possessions are and thought
about how we could explain that an object belonged to a person and found that we could use
an apostrophe to show this. Then we took our learning into the hall; we had to find images and
make up a sentence about that object belonging to a person including an apostrophe.

Year 1
In Science this week, Year 1 learnt about the final season in the school year – summer! We
started by watching a video and had to put our hands up when we thought it was showing
summer. We discussed that in summer the leaves are green, there are many flowers, and
animals such as insects and deer are around. We also spoke about how the days are much
longer than the nights because of the sun going higher. We went outside on a sign of summer
hunt before we completed our bookwork.

Reception
We are still thinking about bugs and different stories about them with linked activities.
At the end of last week, we really enjoyed ‘Sam’s Sandwich’ by David Pelham where a brother puts
different bugs on each layer. We went to look for bugs to put in our own ‘bug sandwich!’ Don’t worry we
didn’t eat them! (We were gentle with the bugs and they were returned to their natural habitats soon
after!)

We also enjoyed “The Very
Busy Spider” also by Eric
Carle and created our own
glittery spider’s webs.
On Tuesday lunchtime our Butterflies started to
‘hatch’ out of their chrysalides. Minnie spotted one
hatching first and then over the afternoon three more
hatched! So exciting! We said goodbye to four of our
butterflies on Thursday (one was still hatching).
There were some cries of “Be careful” and “Bye, love
you!” as we waved them off!

Nursery
We had some very exciting news this week in Early Years – our five caterpillars who had turned into
chrysalises have now hatched into beautiful butterflies! The children have completed their butterfly
booklets all about this amazing cycle. They have loved watching the butterfly story unfold.
We have now released them and let them fly away.

Also this week: we did wool winding on lolly sticks (like a chrysalis); we made stick kebabs in Forest
School; we read stories about ladybirds; we put spots on ladybird wing cases (making the 2 halves the
same on each side).
Our Friday treat was decorating biscuits with red ladybird icing and currant spots!

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:

Cameron, Sophie, Max M, Cherry

Star Writer awards

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Reception: Ann Teresa
Year 1: Charlie
Year 2: Albie

Reception: Harper
Year 1: George
Year 2: Sadie

Year 3: David
Year 5: Dave
Year 6: Isabella

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Really persevering with a more positive attitude to learning this week with good results! Faris
Being such a lovely caring member of the class, always showing equality and respect: Matilda
Showing such perseverance and self-belief in sports day: Oliver P
Showing respect for everyone by always listening to the speaker, being kind, helpful & polite: Arisha
Showing excellent self-belief and perseverance when joining in class discussions: Elizabeth
Showing self-belief and resilience in completing the races at sports day: Ottie
Being respectful of the classroom environment and ensuring the classroom is tidy and looked after.
Showing respect to all adults and children too: Olivia F
Certificates of Merit
Nursery Superstar Award for enthusiastically joining in with our minibeast activities: Isabelle
Settling in so well into Reception and displaying a positive attitude to new experiences: Alexa
Always reading both your book band books and your phonics book at home. It has made a big
difference to your reading! Melis
Always being such a kind and caring member of the class: Roxy
Being a great learner and always putting 100% into all you do: Cherry
Careful and accurate work adding fractions: Anabelle
Playing an active role in our class debate and coming up with well thought out arguments: Elsie
Taking lots of care with her maths board game: Molly B
Sporting Certificates
More participation with outside team games and inside yoga this week in PE: Yunus
Wonderful engagement in our Paralympic workshop when learning how to play Boccia: Matty
Showing such excellent skills at Boccia in our Paralympic workshop: Franklin
Following instructions well in our OAA sessions: Adriana
Excellent participation in all the events during sports day: Olivia C
Giving 100% effort to all activities at sports day: Adam R
Impressing Miss Roberts so much during benchball. You were a generous team player who showed great
skills and understood the tactics to support your team: Tommy

