SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS
Friday 9th September 2022

Number of lates in each class this week:

The attendance winners
for this week are
Year 4 with 100%

No lates
1 late
2 lates
3 lates
5 lates

Early Years
Year 3
Year 2, Year 4
Year 5, Year 6
Year 1

Absence Procedure
If your child is unwell and is unable to attend school, please contact the school office with a specific
reason for absence by 9:00a.m on the first day of absence and keep us regularly informed of their
progress and expected return date.
A message can be left on the school absence line (01727 850576, opt 1) at any time or an email may
be sent to admin@sandridge.herts.sch.uk.

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher)
Welcome back everyone – and a special welcome to all our new families who have joined Sandridge
this week. I hope you all had a lovely summer holiday and a much-needed rest.
It’s been many years since we have had a full five days with the children in the first week of term…I can
confidently speak on behalf of all staff when I say that we are very much ready for the weekend!
Joking aside; it has been lovely to have the children back in school showing their enthusiasm for all
things new. Our new Nursery and Reception children have settled into school really quickly; helped by
their wonderful Year 6 buddies (see further down the newsletter for photos). We have also had a large
number of new children across the rest of the school – they too have settled quickly and made friends.
We have received extremely positive feedback from families, old and new, over the last few days –
thank you for that.
Alongside today’s newsletter, you will be emailed your child’s yearly curriculum map and termly
curriculum letter – these will also be uploaded onto the school website next week.
You will also receive the term’s events list (also on the website from next week).
Finally, a warm welcome to Mrs Jo Littlechild, our new receptionist/admin assistant, who has joined our
staff team this week. It’s been a super busy week in the school office and she is still smiling – I think that
means she’ll be back next week!
Have a great weekend – and dust off those umbrellas!
HM Queen Elizabeth II
Yesterday marked a very important day in our nation’s history and the end of an era.
We have acknowledged the very sad news of the Queen’s passing with the children today – this has
been done in an age-appropriate and sensitive manner.
We are aware that children’s experience of bereavement (and our own) can differ enormously and
events such as this can impact us all in different ways.
Miss Roberts will speak a little more about the Queen in Monday’s assembly as she wants to have time
over the weekend to think carefully about the words she will use.
In the meantime, our thoughts are with King Charles and the Queen Consort and the rest of the Royal
Family during this sad time.

Houses – homework next week
We have thought, for a while now, that it is time we refreshed the four houses that children
belong to when they join Sandridge. Currently, they are all men!
We really want our houses to be representative of both our school and the wider community we
are part of.
On Monday, next week, the optional homework for Y1-6 will be for children to think about ideas
for four houses that they think reflect our school and wider community. They might still be
named after people…However, they might also want to consider objects or well-known places.
Once we have had the homework returned, teachers will discuss the children’s ideas and
decide on a way of voting for/choosing our new houses.
Please see their homework for further details.

Reading books
(Early Years will be sent separate information about reading books in Nursery & Reception).
By today, your child should have brought home a reading book(s).
In KS1 and Lower KS2 (Y3 & Y4), children will bring home a minimum of two reading books. If
they are still working on phonics (anywhere between phases 1-5), one of these books will be a
specific phonics book matched to their current phonic ability (you will know it is their phonics
book as it will have a ‘Little Wandle’ logo in the corner of the front cover). Children are
expected to read their phonic book independently as it has been specifically matched to their
current phase – you can access strategies to support them in this on the inside cover of these
books). The other book(s) will be a colour-banded book and is matched to their current reading
fluency and comprehension level. These books are intended to be shared with an adult or older
sibling as children may require a little help with decoding unfamiliar words and/or answering
questions about the text.
Upper KS2 will (usually) have one reading book as these are often chapter books.
Some children may require two books if the teacher believes this is required to support their
reading progress.
We often have requests from parents for their child to be given a new book or move up a level
as they believe the books are too easy or their child is reading fluently. Please note:
comprehension is key. Children need to be able to talk about the text and answer questions,
not just decode and read the words.
The teaching of reading happens in daily teacher-led Guided Reading lessons and teachers
use the evidence from these sessions to decide on book bands. Staff ‘benchmark’ children’s
reading regularly and will move a child up a book band if the assessment leads them to that
decision.
Reading daily is vital.
If a child can read, it enables them to access the wider curriculum. Without basic reading skills,
they will struggle.
Do please spend at least 10 minutes per day reading to/with your child – it really does make
such a difference to their overall learning.
Thank you.
Google Classroom
Your child’s homework will be published on Google Classroom every Monday. It will also be in
their homework books. All children will be reminded of their log-in details on Monday. As we
know some parents will not be able to access this, going forward we will send out any
requests, reminders or other information from class teachers via email through Arbor.

Autumn Term Reminders
School now starts at 8.40a.m.
All pupils will need to be in their classrooms by this time. Classroom doors will be shut at
8.40a.m and children arriving after this time will need to go via the office and will be marked as
late. We will continue to operate the ‘soft start’ so children in Year 1 and above will be able to
enter their classrooms from 8.30a.m onwards.
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club starts at 7.30a.m and costs £5 per session. We serve cereal, toast and
fruit with a hot or cold drink. Bookings and payments must be made via Arbor.
Please note: the door will be opened at 7:30p.m promptly. Please do not try to drop children off earlier
than this. Thank you.

Stationery
Please pay for your child’s stationery via Arbor for the whole of this academic year, if you have
not already done so. Thank you.
School Dinners
The cost for school dinners for children in KS2 is £2.85 per meal. We are still using the
summer menu which will change after half term.
School meals need to be paid for, in advance, via Arbor.
After School Clubs
Teacher-led clubs start this week. Sign up and payment is via Arbor and there is still time if
you have not already done it! Super Star Sport is available to book directly with them for after
school clubs until 4.30p.m and after school care until 5.30p.m, daily.
https://superstarsportuk.class4kids.co.uk/term/198
PE Kit
Children should come to school in their PE kit on the days they have PE.
These days are:
Early Years – Wednesday and Friday
Year 1 – Monday and Friday
Year 2 – Wednesday and Friday
Year 3 – Tuesday and Wednesday
Year 4 – Tuesday and Friday
Year 5 – Tuesday and Friday
Year 6 – Monday and Tuesday
PE kit consists of:
plain white round-neck T-shirt, royal blue shorts and plain black plimsolls or trainers (for
inside/warmer weather)
plain white round-neck T-shirt, plain black jogging bottoms and plain black plimsolls or trainers
(outdoor/colder weather).
School sweatshirt or sweatcardi over the top, when needed.
No leggings, cycling shorts, or any hoodies/other sweatshirts, please.
Sandridge School uniform is purchased from Smarty Schoolwear in Hatfield.
They deliver to school free of charge during term time, or you can visit the shop.
(www.smartyschoolwear.co.uk, tel: 01707 263909, email: info@smartyschoolwear.uk)

Year 6
This week, Year 6 met their Reception buddies! They have been helping them with their new lunchtime
routine, including getting and eating lunch in the hall and playing outside on the big playground! They
have really enjoyed supporting their buddies and many children expressed how funny the
conversations are that they have together.
"She's very funny and has made my first week back happier!" Alyssa
"They are very funny!" Noah
"She really keeps me occupied at lunchtime!" Millie
"I've really enjoyed the company at lunchtime. It's been fun chasing them around outside and laughing!"
Aaron
"I think she's so sweet!" Molly. Her buddy then explained that she loves having a buddy and has a lot of
fun with Molly.

Year 5
This week in Year 5 we started our new topic in Science. Our work this half term is all about
forces. We started by discussing what we already knew and filled in our knowledge organisers.
Then we found out about a rare and important meteorite that landed in a remote part of Europe
that led us on to learn about the force of gravity. We draw labelled arrows showing the
direction of gravity and resistance forces on photographs (such as people parachuting) then
wrote observation statements that supported the science behind the diagrams.

Year 4
In Science this week we were learning all about the digestive system! We had to draw around
one of our friends and then place the parts of the digestive system on the body. As you can
see, we had lots of fun doing this!

Year 3
This week for PE we started our Yoga unit and were very excited to be the first class to use the
new mats. After an exciting time opening them, we learnt about the importance of mental
health and building flexibility. We listened to some relaxing music as we moved between the
following poses:
I am strong: Warrior pose
I am kind: Tree pose
I am brave: Chair pose
I am humble: Forward fold
I am friendly: Downward dog
I am resilient: Cat pose

Year 2
Today we took our learning into the hall. First, we had a matching pairs activity to complete.
We had a selection of numbers written in numerals and words at one side of the hall and we
had to run a relay as a team to collect all of the cards. Then, as we were collecting the cards,
the rest of our team were matching up the numbers to their written word.
Then we played the game ‘Order! Order! We had to work in teams standing on a bench and
we were each given some numbers written as numerals and words. We had to look at our
numbers and get in order from smallest to biggest without touching the floor.

Year 1
This week Year 1 had fun extending their new topic for Science of ‘Animals including humans’
by creating faces and bodies outside in Forest School. Before that, we had thought about what
we already knew about our bodies, senses and named some body parts…
Afterwards we enjoyed a story called ‘NO-BOT’ (from the Supertato author) about a robot who
had no bottom! Fancy that!

Early Years
Early Years have enjoyed settling into their new activities and environment this week and have
enjoyed renewing old friendships and making new ones. We have been doing a variety of
activities already including exploring our inside and outside areas, singing songs, listening to
stories, being creative, doing PE and even making jelly!
Here we are enjoying our activities this week!

Last year the (then) Nursery class all made a card for Queen Elizabeth to help celebrate her
Platinum Jubilee. We then sent these cards to Her Majesty...
Imagine our surprise, when on Tuesday this week (the now) Reception children received a
lovely card back from the Queen, sending "grateful thanks" to the children at Sandridge, for
their "kind messages". The children guessed, before we'd even opened her card that it was to
say 'thank-you'. And Samuel remembered we had sent cards because "she had been Queen
for 70 years!" We feel extremely privileged to have received this letter before yesterday’s sad
news.

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week:
Lacey, Jasmine, Nancy S, Erin, Lois, Artie

Phenomenal Phonics Awards
Year 1: Yunus
Year 2: Imogen
REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief)
Showing mature respect and consideration to her peers and having lovely manners: Lacie
Wonderful self-belief and perseverance in your reading this week. You used your phonics to read the
words and could answer the questions: Alexa
Being such a kind and caring member of the class and making sure our new members feel included:
Aliza
Having such amazing self-belief this week: Olivia S
Showing perseverance and resilience when completing his maths work: Isaiah
Showing fabulous perseverance and self-belief in maths – a great start to the new year! Henry LH
Persevering with a number of tasks this week: Hugh D
Certificates of Merit
Early Years Superstar Award for being an absolute ‘super star’ all week! Nancy S
Really settling in well to our new Early Years class – well done! All of Early Years
Having a brilliant attitude to your first week in Year 1. You have been mature about coming in and have
put your hand up to answer questions: Parker
Such a fantastic first week back at school: Charlie
Fantastic start to Year 3! You have listened well and worked hard: Hannah
Settling so well into Year 4 and making lots of new friends: Sebastian
Producing beautiful handwriting in his written work this week: Amr
Having amazing, thoughtful ideas linked to our class reading book: Millie
Sporting Certificates
Showing confidence, enjoyment and perseverance when climbing and balancing outside: Hunter
Brilliant engagement in our active maths lesson on Monday. You followed the instructions and worked
well with your team: Seth
Giving clear instructions to your teammates to help them to be successful in team building: Matty
Excellent participation and effort and being a positive role model in PE lessons: Theo
Working well as part of a team when practising his throwing in rugby: Albert K
Quick fluent passing and move skills in our football work: Max M
Showing fantastic skills and understanding of the rules in tag rugby and a great start to your time at
Sandridge! Albert F

