
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

This week, children have been completing a wide range of end of term assessments. Some of 
these have been in the form of tests; others have been specific tasks and/or pieces of writing.  
This, combined with the regular marking of books and verbal feedback from teachers to pupils, 

supports teacher judgements with regard to attainment and progress this term.   
If your child has been off sick and missed some or all of these assessments, they will have the 

opportunity to do these on their return to school.  
 

Next week is one of the busiest weeks of the year… 
 

We start the week by visiting St Leonard’s Church for a special Christmas service with Rev Wendy. 
Thank you to those of you who have volunteered to come with us – your willingness to give up 

some of your time means we can make this happen – so, huge thanks.  
On Tuesday, KS1 will be performing to their families at 2:00p.m and 6:00p.m. Rehearsals are still 

underway…! 
On Wednesday, it is our annual ‘dress-up day’ and Christmas lunch. Children and staff can come to 
school in Christmas-themed fancy dress. We always look forward to seeing what everyone else is 

wearing and getting into the Christmas spirit! Get those sequins and sewing kits out… 
On Thursday, Nursery and Reception children will be performing their nativity to their families at 

9:30a.m. Always a special event and very well attended…tissues at the ready and cameras 
charged! 

 
The following week, we have our Christmas Carol Concert & Outdoor Fair on Monday 19th 

December 5:00-7:00p.m. 
Each class will be performing a song on the outdoor stage and the choir will round the evening off 

with a few of the songs they have recently been learning. 
Times below are approximate. 

 
Early Years – 5:20p.m 

Year 1 – 5:30p.m 
Year 2 – 5:40p.m 
Year 3 – 6:00p.m 
Year 4 – 6:10p.m 
Year 5 – 6:20p.m 
Year 6 – 6:30p.m 
Choir – 6:40p.m 

 
 Please note that last year, when it began to get cold and the younger children got a little weary, 

families left to go home so we moved some of the older classes to slightly earlier time slots so they 
had more of an audience.  

 
We look forward to getting festive with you next week – have a good weekend and wrap up warm! 
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Number of lates in each class this week: 

 

1 late  Year 4 
3 lates  Reception, Year 1, Year 2, Year 3 
4 lates  Year 5 

5 lates  Year 6 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 

 Year 6 with 94.8% 



A message from the PTA 
  

  Sleeping Beauty Christmas Panto! 
  

Wow!  What a way to end the week last week!  I was lucky enough be present in school for 
the Christmas panto, Sleeping Beauty, on Friday afternoon, and it was a magical experience.   

 
All of the children seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves, join in with all the songs, and 

shout and cheer louder than I have ever heard them do so before!   The panto itself was an 
exceptional performance, and what better way for the children to watch and enjoy it, than with 

all of their school friends!  What a lovely treat! 
 

This performance was organised and funded by the Sandridge PTA.  Without your help and 
support at all of the PTA fund raising events, such experiences would not be possible, so we 

would like to thank you for your continued support, to help enrich our children’s time at 
Sandridge School. 

  
  
 

  
 



A message from the PTA  
  

Christmas Carol Concert and Outdoor Fair – Monday 19th December, 5pm to 7pm 
  

We are extremely excited about the Christmas Carol Concert and Fair on Monday 19th 
December which is fast approaching!  Last year was a huge success and we hope this year 

will be even more successful! 
 

 Thank you so much to all those who have very kindly offered to volunteer on one of our 
stalls; we really do appreciate your help and support. 

 
There are still some gaps we need to fill, so please do contact your class reps, 

Or myself (Michelle Poole – 07900210448) or Emma Burrows (07979 504014) if you are 
available and able to spare a small part of your evening to support this event.  Sadly, we will 

have to reduce the amount of stalls if we cannot get enough volunteers to help. 
  

There will be a raffle on the night, tickets for which can be purchased on the playground next 
week, leading up to the event.  Some great prizes are on offer, and we will email/text a list of 
these to you all, early next week.  Please also look out for these on the notice board at the 

main entrance gate to the playground. 

To help support this event, we will be asking for bottle tombola donations on the Christmas 
Dress Up Day, on Wednesday 14th December.  If your child could bring these into school on 

the Wednesday morning, members of the PTA will be there to take them from you!  We thank 
you in advance for supporting the bottle tombola, which always proves to be a huge success!  

Mr and Mrs Boxer have kindly offered to run this stall for us – they are now ‘Bottle Tombola 
Experts’! 

  
In addition, if anyone would like to donate sweets for the tuck shop, please also bring them 
into school on Wednesday 14th December, (Christmas dress up day) and hand them to a 

member of the PTA, or to the school office.  The tuck shop was extremely popular with the 
children at the Summer Camp Out, so we are anticipating great excitement again at the 

Christmas Carol Concert. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Elves Workshop 
 

 Thank you so much to everyone who purchased a ticket for the Elves Workshop.  The PTA 
has been very busy buying gifts for the family members/friends listed, and we look forward to 

working with the children at this event.  An extra big thank you to Jan Kenner and Rachel 
Langsdale who have spent much time organising this for the children! 

  
 

Many thanks for taking the time to read this, and we very much look forward to seeing you all 
at the Christmas Carol Concert, which we hope can raise a great amount for our wonderful 

school! 
  

Michelle Poole and the PTA Team 
  

 



Year 5 
 

In our Science learning this week, we looked up into the night sky to study our neighbour the 
Moon. We tried to explain why, scientifically, the appearance of the Moon changes. We 

discovered that it was all to do with the movement of the Earth and Moon and their relation to 
the Sun. We found out about the Moon phases and created lunar cycle diagrams. We tried to 
consider what we see as the Moon moves around the Earth and created a diagram to show 
this. Finally, we looked at the current month’s moon phase and found out that on Thursday 

night it was a Full Moon. Luckily, we realised that we have no werewolves in Year 5! 
 

Year 6 
 

In Computing, we have been starting to learn about 3D modelling using a website called 
'Tinkercad'. This allows us to create 3D models of different objects that, if we have a 3D 

printer, we could create as physical models.  
This week, we were looking at how to resize, lift and change the colour of objects. Here are 

some examples of the houses we had to create... 
 
 



 

 

 

Year 4 
 

On Monday 28th November, Year 4 took a trip back in time to find out all about life as a Roman. 
Throughout our day we learnt about different aspects of life from their cleaning habits to their cooking 

tools. We explored the Verulamium museum and even saw the skeletons of a Roman family. 
 

After lunch we took a walk over to the Hypocaust, here we learnt about how the Romans were the first 
to use underfloor heating to heat their homes.  

 

The final stop on our Roman adventure was to see the Roman theatre. Did you know that this theatre is 
thought to be the oldest theatre in the country that is still producing theatre today?  

 

We had great fun taking our learning outside of the classroom and having some brilliant conversations 

about Roman life. We hope you enjoy seeing some of the pictures from our day! 

Year 3 
 

Next week, we will be taking on the role of an elf and learning how to wrap presents following a 
set of instructions. So this week we designed and began to make our own wrapping paper.  
We looked at examples of paper and completed draft sections before moving onto the main 

piece! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
 

In Science this week, we enjoyed listening to the story of ‘The Mixed-Up Chameleon’ by Eric Carle as a 
consolidation of our understanding of animal groups for our ‘Animals including humans’ topic. If you 

want to enjoy the story too:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrmZeXf7ScU 
   

In the story, the chameleon wishes that he was like many other animals, including a polar bear, 
flamingo, fox, fish, deer, giraffe, turtle, elephant, seal and even a human (yes we are animals too!). We 
laughed at all the mixed up animal combinations. Then we made some new animals by cutting animal 

names and pictures in half e.g. A ‘liyena’ (lion and hyena) a ‘sheeig’ (a sheep and pig). Mrs Hardie drew 
a cat face, crocodile body and cod tail and called it a ‘catcrocod.’ Then we thought about how a cat is a 
mammal (because it has a skeleton, breathes air, has fur or hair, warm blood, gives birth to live young, 
can feed its young), a crocodile is a reptile (has cold blood, dry skin, scales, lays eggs on land) and a 

cod is a fish (that lives in water, lays eggs, has cold blood, breathes with gills and fins, has no arms and 
legs). Then we had a challenge to create our own ‘mixed-up’ animals and say which animal groups 

their parts came from! 

Year 2 
 

We couldn’t believe our eyes when we got back into our classroom after break last week and 
King Louie had gone missing from our classroom! We noticed that our book corner had been 
littered with copies of The Jungle Book and there was a note left on our board. We followed 

clues of money, games, bananas and even selfies around the school until we finally found him 
sitting on the climbing frame.  This week we have started writing newspaper articles all about 

the events that happened in Year 2. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FrmZeXf7ScU


Early Years 
 

This week in Early Years the children have based their learning around the story ‘Dear Santa’.  
 

Reception children have made their own flap books (like in the story) and written letters to 
Santa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nursery children cut out catalogue pictures to make a Christmas stocking, after talking about 
which presents they might like. 

 
As well as practicing for our Nativity play, all children have enjoyed playing with our Nativity 

figurines, dressing up in our role-play area, decorating our Christmas trees (indoors and 
outside) and after the frosty weather, playing with flour and glitter (frost) in our tuff spot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The children have also been busy making Christmas cards, cutting out and wrapping boxes 
with Christmas paper and tape. 

 
For Moths, Reception children have been playing a dice game, following the road to 

Bethlehem to see who is quickest! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Showing lovely self-belief during her solo singing for our Nativity performance:  Ellie 
 

Wonderful perseverance and self-belief in your phonics assessment this week: William  
 

Showing such self-belief during our nativity rehearsals: Matty  
 

Consistently having the most amazing attitude towards all aspects of school-life: Theo  
 

Showing self-belief and perseverance with your swimming this week: Cherry  
 

Being responsible and showing respect to other adults during our school trip last week:  Thomas  
 

Showing great perseverance and self-belief with his oral contributions during all our learning: Alex H  
 

Persevering during all assessments this week and trying hard to be an independent learner:  Jack  

 
 

 

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years Superstar Award for being so happy and creative this week!  Nancy S 
 

Working hard with developing skills in her own learning time:  Hope  
 

Fantastic reading this week. You are becoming more fluent and showing wonderful understanding: Jack 
 

Having such a positive attitude towards all your learning this week: Artie  
 

Being a mature, helpful, kind and hard-working member of the class: Lizzy 
 

Brilliant thoughtful discussion about the Romans with Mrs Funnell during the school trip:  Henry D 
 

Trying hard to become more independent when completing your maths work:  Adriana  
 

Excellent work calculating percentages in maths: Rufus  
 

Being an engaged learner in class by asking and answering questions:  Christie 

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Creating PE games using hoops in our outside area during her own learning time:  Lily 
 

Wonderful effort when doing the Daily Mile. You just keep running:  Seth 
 

Showing such enthusiasm when learning and performing our dances for the nativity: Imogen  
 

Showing good control in hockey and being a good team player: Hannah 
 

Showing good control with the ball during our football lessons this week:  Andrew 
 

Showing great progress in your swimming and going from strength to strength!  David  
 

Good teamwork during basketball game play: Indiah  
 

Excellent understanding and engagement in PE lessons this week:  Hugh D 

 

 

 

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week: 
 

Oliver, Hugh D 
 

 
Star Writer awards 

 
Reception:  Ettie 
Year 1:   Parker  

Year 2:   Aliza  

Year 4 (last week):  Arisha 
Year 4:  Thomas 
Year 5:  Deni  
Year 6:  Keenan    

 

 
 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 
Reception:  Marnie 
Year 1:   Ralph  

Year 2:   Donald 


