
   

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

‘Head’lines (Miss Lisa Roberts, Headteacher) 
 

Strike action – Wed 1 Feb 
 

I know many of you have been asking whether school is open next Wednesday for your children, 
due to the planned strike action by the NEU.  

 
As per the newsletter last week; under union guidance, teachers are not obliged to tell their 

headteacher whether they plan to strike or not. I appreciate this may, potentially, cause childcare 
issues for those of you who work or who have appointments that day but, unfortunately, there is 

nothing I can do about this. I do not have any authority or ‘sway’ over union guidance nor whether 
teachers choose to strike. 

Please be assured that as soon as I know, you will be informed by text/email. However, please note 
that this could be as late as Wednesday morning.  

In St Albans, some headteachers have been told by their staff whether or not they are striking and 
have been able to communicate with parents already; others have not been able to do this due to 

not knowing.  
Apologies for the inconvenience this may cause.  

 
Parent Consultations  

 

Parent consultations will take place the week after next – on Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th 
February. Please book online using the link below and see the separate letter and parents’ guide for 

further information. 
 

https://sandridge.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 
 

This is a good opportunity to look through your child’s work books/learning journal and see the 
progress they have made, so far, this year. Teachers will share what your child is doing particularly 
well in and also what they need to work on to make further progress; something you can support 

with at home.  
We look forward to seeing you then. 

 
Have a good weekend  

SANDRIDGE WEEKLY NEWS 
    Friday 27th January 2023 

  
Number of lates in each class this week: 

 

No lates Rec, Year 4 5 lates    Year 1 
2 lates  Year 2  6 lates    Year 6 
3 lates  Year 3  7 lates    Year 5 

 

The attendance winners 
for this week are 
 Year 4 with 100% 

 

Sandridge School PTA Preloved Clothes Sale 
 

Saturday 4th February, 6pm 
 

£5 per ticket, includes a glass of Prosecco on arrival 
 

Please follow the link to book: 
www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta 

 
 
 

 

https://sandridge.schoolcloud.co.uk/
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/sandridgeschoolpta


Year 5 
 

In our Geography work this week, we took our learning deep into the rainforest. We discovered 
that rainforests are typically made up of four key layers: emergent, upper canopy, understory, 
and forest floor. In the top emergent layer, trees as tall as 200 feet (60 meters) grow far apart 

and tall, their branches reaching above the canopy. The upper canopy, a deep layer of 
vegetation roughly 20 feet (6 meters) thick, houses most of the rainforest's animal species and 

forms a roof that blocks most light from reaching below. 
Below the canopy, the understory is a low-light layer dominated by shorter plants with broad 

leaves, such as palms and philodendrons. On the dark forest floor, few plants are able to grow 
and decaying matter from the upper layers is prevalent, feeding the roots of the trees. 

 

Year 6 
 

On Monday, in PE, we learnt about 70s disco dancing. We watched a video of some amazing 
dancers and considered adjectives to describe what disco dancing was like – ‘funky’, 

‘energetic’ and ‘lively’ were just a few.  
 

We learnt a range of classic disco moves and put them together in a sequence as a whole 
class. After that, we looked at moves linked to cars (steering wheel, washing windows, 

windscreen wipers). In groups, pairs or on our own, we had some time to create our own 
sequence to embed into the rest of the dance. 

 
 



 

 

 

Year 4 
 

In PE this half term Year 4 have been doing gymnastics. As part of this unit they have learnt to 
do a number of different rolls and jumps. This week the children learnt how to do five different 

jumps the pencil jump, tuck jump, star jump, straddle jump and the pike jump. They rotated 
around the hall practising their jumps on different levels of equipment. It was actually harder 
doing some of the jumps on the smaller pieces of equipment! It was great to see the children 

practising and correcting their form, ensuring they were keeping their hands above their heads 
and their feet pointed. 

 

Year 3 
 

This week we have been finding out about the different types of rocks. We are going to 
become rock experts and write non-chronological reports in English, so we had to research to 

get some information first.  
 

Once we had made some notes, we put our facts onto strips of paper – one fact per strip. In 
the next lesson we then started to sort them into groups so that all the information was in 

'physical paragraphs' ready for us to use next week when we start to write. Some of us have 
started to categorise rocks we find outside at break to give us more to write about!    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 1 
 

In design technology this week, Year 1 did an investigation to test which materials would be 
best to make a kite from. We tested tissue paper, card, foil and cling film. 

We had to test to see if the materials were waterproof by wrapping a piece of cotton wool in 
the material and putting it in water. We found that the cling film and foil were waterproof.  

We tested the strength of the materials by trying to rip the material and by putting weights on it. 
The tissue paper was the weakest and the card was the strongest. 

We also had to see how stretchy the material was; the cling film stretched the most.   
 

 

Year 2 
 

This week in science, we were reviewing our learning from Year 1 about animal groups. We worked 
together to remember some of the characteristics of mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. 

Then we were given a selection of animals and we had to sort them into their animal groups.  
 

Hadley, “A zebra has fur, live babies and a tail so it is a mammal.” 
Matilda, “A hippo doesn’t have scales so it can’t be a reptile. It has live young and some fur so it is a 

mammal.” 
Sara, “A penguin is a bird because it has wings and lays eggs.” 

Matty “A whale isn’t a fish because it doesn’t have gills, it has an air hole. It is a mammal because it has 
live young.” 

Artie, “Some sharks are warm blooded which is different to other fish and they don’t have scales but 
they are fish because they have gills.” 

 

 We learnt that the octopus 
couldn’t fit into any group, 

Charlie said, “I know it can’t 
be an amphibian because it 
has more than 4 legs”, so 

we researched it and found 
it is a marine mollusc and a 

member of the class 
Cephalopoda. 

 
 



Early Years 
 

We have enjoyed making Gruffalo Crumble – a treat most of us liked tasting. Only 3 children 
didn’t like it – it got a thumbs down from Archie & Mohamad, and Minnie said, “Not good!”. 

Everyone else gave it the thumbs up!  Samuel even commented, “It’s the best thing I’ve ever 
eaten!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week’s learning has been based around the story of ‘The Gruffalo’s Child’. 
Reception children have enjoyed playing a game ‘Who Am I?’ where they wear a headband 

with a Gruffalo character on it and they ask their friends questions about themselves until they 
work out who they are. Ellie asked, “Do I have prickles?’ and “Do I have scales?”; Nancy N 

asked, “Have I got wings?”; Charly asked, “Have I got two legs?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have also enjoyed working together to do a Gruffalo jigsaw. 
Nursery children have followed the Gruffalo footprints (counting out loud as they step on the 
footsteps) and played ‘Kim’s game’ where they remember which footwear is missing. They 

have also noticed the similarities and differences between the Gruffalo and the Gruffalo Child 
characters. 

 
All of Early Years have looked at ‘Chinese New Year’. They have painted Chinese numerals, 

had a role play Chinese restaurant, observed Chinese artefacts and clothes, listened and 
played instruments to Chinese music and performed a dragon dance. 

Reception role played the animals crossing the river to retell the story of the zodiac using 
ordinal numbers.   

We also looked at dried noodles (which were hard and crispy) then cooked noodles (which 
were soft and floppy). Eating them with chopsticks proved tricky… but good fun.   

What a busy week! 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

REPS Certificates (Respect, Equality, Perseverance, Self-belief) 
 

Showing resilience to try activities at school when she was feeling poorly:  Isabelle L 
 

Really persevering to learn the book ‘Cows in the Kitchen’. You can now read the WHOLE book!  Yunus 
 

Listening carefully to feedback and showing such perseverance with your writing: George  
 

Demonstrating great teamwork in PE: Lizzy  
 

Showing self-belief and perseverance this week during our maths lesson: Arisha  
 

Showing perseverance and self-belief with all her learning: Deni  
 

Being respectful to everyone in the classroom:  Leila  

 
 

 

 

Certificates of Merit 
 

Early Years Superstar Award for being very helpful and showing lovely listening when given the task  

of choosing characters for our Gruffalo’s child story:  Rocco 
 

Working and playing so maturely and diligently this week:  Samuel 
 

Being very helpful on Tuesday with the supply teacher: Seth 
 

Really persevering and using your joined up handwriting consistently: Evie  
 

Always working well with others and making the most of every situation: Orla  
 

Always being willing to share your ideas and answers with the class: Henry D 
 

Good understanding and a positive attitude in maths: Marius  
 

Contributing to all lessons and asking questions to help her develop her learning:  Lacey  

 

Sporting Certificates 
 

Joining in with more PE this week and enjoying dragon and lion dances for Chinese New Year:  Hunter 
 

Wonderful participation and control when doing yoga this week in PE: Alexa 
 

Showing such confidence in our yoga lesson and performing the poses perfectly: Matilda  
 

Sportsmanship during our netball lesson, encouraging others and working well with your team: Eve  
 

Working hard to create a range of different jumps in gymnastics this week: Andrew  
 

Tackling each fitness activity with enthusiasm in PE this week: Henry LH 
 

Good defending and attacking skills during our hockey game:  Jasmine  

 

 

 

The following children celebrated their birthdays this week: 
 

Matilda, Nancy N, Spencer W 
 

 

Star Writer awards 
 
Reception:  Lenny 
Year 1:   Oscar P 

Year 2:   Imogen 

Year 3:  Meral 
Year 4:  Albert  
Year 5   Olivia H  
Year 6:  Aaron  

 

 
 

Phenomenal Phonics awards 
 
Reception:  Mohamad 
Year 1:   Evie 

Year 2:   Harry 


