
 History Curriculum Overview 

 

Year Autumn Spring  Summer 
Year 1 

Modules  
Pupil 

Outcomes 

Toys Past and Present 
Identify, describe and compare objects that are 
old and new. Order decades chronologically 

Intrepid Explorers 
Pose simple questions to find out about the past 
and use simple texts to research historic figures. 
Compare the lives and achievements of famous 
historical figures. Distinguish between different 
periods in time using simple markers. 

Castles 
Use photographs and simple texts to investigate 
people, events and castles in the past. Understand 
the reason for battles is to conquer a country. 
Explain why castles were built as fortresses and how 
their use has changed over time. Suggest how and 
why a monarch would need to make their crown 
safe. Describe the different roles in medieval 
society. Organise events into a simple timeline. 

Year 2 
Modules  

Pupil 
Outcomes 

Guy Fawkes and the Gunpowder Plot 
Use simple texts and images to find out about 
the past and guess how people might have felt at 
the time. Know that King James was king during 
the gunpowder plot but people wanted different 
monarchs to reign due to being Catholic and 
Protestant. To understand the reasons behind 
the gunpowder plot. Name a range of monarchs 
and explain why events in the past are still 
significant today. Order simple events 
chronologically. 

Florence Nightingale 
Using a photograph, infer facts about a person 
and time period. Use quotes from historical 
figures to learn about people and events in the 
past. Know the differing roles men and women 
had in Victorian times depending on their 
families’ wealth. To explain, using pictures, how 
health care and hospitals were different in 
Victorian times to today. To know who Florence 
Nightingale is and why she is still remembered 
today. Know when the Victorian era was and 
explain the lifetime achievements of Florence 
Nightingale in chronological order. 

Seaside Holidays in the Past 
Use photographs to infer information about the 
past. Explain how changes in society (including the 
steam train) made seaside holidays popular. To 
describe how rich and poor people had very 
different lives. Order photos from different 
chronological eras and compare features from 
seaside holidays in the past. 

Year 3 
Modules 

Pupil 
Outcomes 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
Explain how archaeologists use artefacts and 
other methods to learn about the past. Identify 
why Stan Carr is an important historical site. Use 
a variety of sources to answer questions about 
the past. Know what ‘prehistory’ means and 
describe the Stone Age’s three periods. Place the 
Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age on a 

Invaders and Settlers: Romans 
Consider a historical event from different 
viewpoints. Study different accounts of a 
historical figure/event and suggest why they are 
different. Gather information from books, texts 
and pictures to investigate Roman life. Describe 
what life was life for Celts in Britain. Explain why 
and how the Romans invaded Britain. Describe 
the events surrounding Boudicca’s revolt, 

Ancient Egypt 
Explore artefacts found in Tutankhamen’s tomb, 
suggest what they were used for and use them to 
infer understanding about the era. Explain the 
significance of the discovery of the Rosetta stone. 
Relating to Ancient Egypt, generate questions and 
research the answers using a variety of sources. 
Describe daily life and the beliefs about the afterlife. 
Explain mummification and the events surrounding 



timeline. Understand that prehistory spans 
millions of years. 

technological advances made by the Romans and 
how Britain might have been different if the 
Romans had never invaded. Draw on past 
knowledge to place the Romans on a timeline. 

the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb. Describe the 
difference between ancient and modern periods. 
Know when the ancient Egypt civilisation was. Sort 
pictures into groups based on the era they are 
representing.  

Year 4 
Modules 

Pupil 
Outcomes 

To avoid units being repeated and ensure full coverage of the curriculum before entering Year 5, Year 4 will be taught the following history 
units: 
Spring 1 - Invaders and Settlers: Romans (see description above) 
Spring 2 - Ancient Egypt (see description above) 
Summer 1 – Anglo-Saxons, Picts and Scots 
Know who the Anglo-Saxons were, where they came from and where they can be placed on a timeline. To know when and how Christianity came to Britain. 
Know who the Picts and Scots were and that they had lived unconquered in Britain since the Mesolithic era. Explain the daily features of life for the Anglo-
Saxons, Picts and Scots using a range of sources. Explain how archaeologists select sites to excavate. Understand there are questions about the past that still 
remain unanswered. Think critically to decide who was buried at Sutton Hoo and support the argument using artefacts, knowledge of Pagan and Christian 
traditions and other sources.  

Summer 2 – The Maya 
Identify the key dates in Maya civilisation and place them on an AD/BC timeline. Independently generate questions to explore Maya writing 
systems and how Maya civilisation ended. Begin to gain an understanding of the importance of preserving historical documents and artefact 
for the benefit of others to learn from. Investigate how Maya ruins were discovered and the Maya city states. Explore Maya religious beliefs, 
including blood sacrifices, and the Maya number/writing systems, including the Maya calendar. 
 

Year 5 
Modules 

Pupil 
Outcomes 

Vikings V Anglo-Saxons 
Describe what Britain was like before the arrival 
of the Vikings. Use dates with increasing fluency 
when referring to historical events.  Using 
pictures of maps from 793 and 886, attempt to 
explain what may have happened in the interim. 
Read extracts from increasingly challenging 
sources to find out about the past. Research key 
historical figures that help explain the events 
leading to England becoming a unified country. 
Know the by 600AD, England was divided into 
seven kingdoms with an independent monarch. 
Describe reasons and events surrounding the 
Viking invasions. Describe what Danelaw was 
and who King Alfred (‘the great’) was. Compare 

Shang Dynasty 
Know that some historical sources are written 
after the event and could be unreliable. Identify 
the Compare evidence from the Shang Dynasty 
from a range of sources and state which is more 
reliable. Shang Dynasty on a timeline of ancient 
China and know it was in power during the 
Bronze Age of Britain. Learn about oracle bones, 
explain what they were used for and why they are 
an important historical resource. Investigate the 
end of the Shang Dynasty be reading ancient 
poetry and assessing it’s reliability. Know the line 
of succession in the Shang Dynasty ran from broth 
to brother/nephew. Describe daily life for people 

Ancient Greeks 
Arrange key civilisations in world history 
chronologically. Name periods in Greek civilisation 
and order them on a timeline. Study ancient Greek 
artefacts and infer information about daily life. 
Identify the difference between primary and 
secondary sources of information. Use a variety of 
sources to gather information about daily life, 
including Greek myths. Investigate features of 
ancient Greek civilisation including that they were 
split into independent city states. Recognise there 
are three types of government and consider the 
advantages/disadvantages of each Compare and 
contrast Athens and Sparta. Learn about ancient 
Greek Gods and their characteristics. Explore the 



and contrast life in Anglo-Saxon and Viking 
Britain. Explain in detail the events surrounding 
the Battle of Hastings in 1066. Understand the 
struggle for power, how this changed England 
and how it eventually became a unified country. 

in the Shang Dynasty. Describe the writing system 
of the Shang Dynasty and identify pictographs.  

origin of the Olympic and Panathenaic Games held 
to honour the Gods/Goddesses. Study a number of 
ancient Greek philosophers, explain why they are 
remembered and how the have influenced modern 
society. 

Year 6 
Modules 

Pupil 
Outcomes 

Crime and Punishment 
Add to prior knowledge to summarise 
knowledge of different British time periods. 
Investigate how crime and punishment(c&p) 
has evolved in Britain chronologically. Use 
extracts from historical fiction to identify and 
explore aspects of c&p in that era. Learn 
about different time periods and sort crimes, 
detections and punishments into different 
time periods. Explore and describe the 
changes in c&p since the Roman period. 

Local Study incorporating WW2 
To be finalised in Spring 2023/24. 
Children will learn about a range of aspects of 
WW2 including; the influential personnel in 
the war, a timeline of events, children in 
WW2, roles of men and women, food and 
nutrition in WW2 , and fashion/clothing from 
the era. 
This will be combined with studying the 
history of Sandridge/St Albans with a focus 
on the area during WW2. 

The Atlantic Slave Trade 
Identify key dates in history of the Atlantic Slave 
Trade and recognise the length of time it took 
place. Investigate a range of historical sources 
to define what a slave is, explore what they 
were made to do and how they were treated 
throughout history. Evaluate the reliability of 
both primary and secondary sources to learn 
about the experiences of slaves. Study how the 
Atlantic Slave Trade began and the triangular 
trade relationship between; Britain, West Africa 
and the Americas. Explore what life was like for 
slaves in this time period and compare it to 
modern day slavery. Learn about a number of 
abolitionists and describe their actions that 
contributed towards the end of slavery. Debate 
whether statues of slave traders/owners should 
be removed based on their historical 
understanding.  

 


